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From the Principal
Dear Parents and Carers

My final newsletter as Principal has made me think of my years of involvement with the College and the challenges and memories I 
have experienced along the way.

Some of the great musical compositions over the last 300 years are crafted as a journey from darkness to light, from despair to the 
triumph of the human spirit.  Let me put this question to you; “Do composers, artists, authors and poets know, innately, that they 
have the responsibility through their personal talent and gifts to inspire the human condition?”

I really believe they do because there is an insight that they have been gifted with that urges them to share it with others.  It is indeed 
the same reason why people become teachers, why parents do parenting, why we do what we do; there is that sense of belief that 
we can all make a difference.

I see it every day in the depth of engagement of teachers and support staff at Ignatius Park, who step outside of themselves, 
sometimes at great personal challenge, to meet our kids where they find them and encourage them in that journey towards fulfilment.

So many of our young people have a deep sense of vision for the direction they want their lives to take.  They expect of us, as teachers, 
to support them in this venture and it is a privilege that we should be invited into this task.

Our young people are God’s creations in progress.  Perhaps that vision is not yet clarified; perhaps the vision is foggy and the future 
not immediately apparent.  Daily this challenge faces every parent, is experienced in every classroom, is confronted by passers-by 
in every street.

That’s what schools, together with parents in partnership, have an obligation to do.  They must open that vision for their young 
people, enable them to see a future that is not one of emptiness, of ordinariness or even of despair, but is indeed a hope-filled journey 
in which their dreams and their excitement for their future will be made manifest.

Schools don’t always get it right; parents don’t always get it right; and society, as we all know, certainly doesn’t always get it right.  But 
that does not mean that these young people are not worth the struggle.  They are and more so!  They are, because we know what a 
liberating education can achieve.  They are, because this world needs hope-filled young people who can see things differently, who 
can believe, deep in their heart that the human spirit can lift itself beyond the mediocre and rise to great heights.

That extraordinary human being, Helen Keller, deaf and blind as she was, many years ago once said, “Optimism is the faith that leads 
to achievement … nothing can be done without hope and confidence.”

A final thank-you to a community that has been so supportive of my family and I.  I will absolutely treasure my memories of this 
wonderful community.

Yours sincerely
Michael Conn |Principal
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Prayer of preparation

God of Peace, thank You for Your Christmas gift of peace, for the birth and life of the nonviolent Jesus, 
and for all the blessings of peace, hope and love You offer.  Thank You for blessing peacemakers, justice-
seekers, the poor, the mournful, the meek, the pure of heart and children. Thank You for all the ways you 
work to end war, hunger, poverty and injustice. Thank You for showing us the way forward through the life, 
death and resurrection of the nonviolent Jesus. As we celebrate Jesus’ birth and life, give us new grace, 
strength and energy to carry on His work of peace and nonviolence, that we might become His faithful 
friends, that we might be Your holy peacemakers.
God of peace, help us to become more authentic people of Gospel nonviolence.  Through the example of 
the nonviolent Jesus, help us to walk the path of peace, proclaim Your vision of peace and welcome Your 
Christmas gift of peace on earth.  This Christmas, make us as nonviolent as Jesus.  AMEN

The Final Mass was a success.  We wish the Seniors of 2017 a promising future.  
We hope they are ‘salt of the Earth, and light for the world’ in the years to come.

The photos included were taken by Christopher Gho (Year 10 Nolan).  Thank you, 
Chris.
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Thank you very much to the Identity and Mission Team for their contributions to our community in 2017.  
Thank you Kathy Jarrett, Jodie Roberts, Sandra Hughes, Amy Proud, Greg Christ and Leo Hogan.  Thank 
you also to Fr Rod Ward.

And finally, for 2017, what is the best Christmas gift you have ever received?  Can you even remember 
most of the Christmas presents you have received?  Please remember the importance of PRESENCE this 
Christmas.  I hope you enjoy the presence of family and friends.  I hope you make time for the presence of 
God in your lives. Go gently, take care, and be safe until 2018.

Johanna Smith | Acting Deputy Principal – Identity and Mission
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Curriculum
Year 9 Food Technology
Together Year 9 Food Technology classes made a difference!!!
Year 9 Food Technology classes have raised over $820.90 for the Vinnies Christmas appeal.  Thank you to Ms Squire and the 
Hospitality Department who purchased ingredients for the four classes.  All money taken will be donated so Vinnies can make a 
difference for some Townsville families this Christmas!  Congratulations to Mr McMahon’s class who made a whopping $250 profit.

Jodie Roberts | Teacher
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Young adolescents are at increased risk of experiencing mental health problems including anxiety and 

depression. Now is the time to make good mental health habits a priority for your young person. And while 

there’s been a great deal written about mental health habits recently, here are five habits worth 

developing that often go under the radar.

1. Maintain at least two friendships groups

Navigating social groups can be hard work for children at this stage. It helps to have a set of friends 

outside school to act as a buffer if friendship difficulties arise at school. Encourage your young person to 

maintain different friendship groups rather than opt for just one or two special friends.

2. Provide a space of their own

Young people of this age need a space of their own at home – 

somewhere that they can reflect on and process events. We all need 

this, but the need seems greater during this stage.

3. Talk about their troubles

A problem shared is a problem halved. Talking about what’s worrying you is a great way to remove the 

burden of worry and reduce anxiety. Gently encourage your child to be open with you, or to at least 

share their concerns with a trusted friend.

We're a Parenting Ideas school parentingideas.com.au/schools

Five forgotten mental health 
habits to promote in young 
people
by Michael Grose 

insights

WELLBEING AND MENTAL HEALTH WE
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4. Develop interests that energise rather than drain

Encourage your young person to have a hobby or activity that energises them, refreshes them and takes 

them away from the stresses of everyday life. These types of activities include sport, art, music and 

collecting. They are generally physically healthy or creative activities that enable a young person to relax 

and get away from their normal routines. Having opportunities to relax and get away from the stress of 

everyday life is essential.

5. Make mealtimes regular

There’s a strong correlation between good mental health in young 

people and families that have a minimum of five shared mealtimes 

each week. As their life becomes busier and increasingly taken up with 

peers, school and outside interests, a regular meal with the family 

provides young people with the opportunity to catch up with their 

parents and siblings. Shared meals also provide parents with the 

chance to assess their young person’s mental health in an unobtrusive way.

There’s never a better time than the present to foster good mental health habits in young people. But of 

course if you’re concerned about your young person’s ongoing mental health, see your GP, a school 

councillor or a health professional.

Michael Grose

Michael Grose, founder of Parenting Ideas, is one of Australia’s leading parenting 
educators. He’s the author of 10 books for parents including Thriving! and the best-
selling Why First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change It, and his 
latest release Spoonfed Generation: How to raise independent children.

We're a Parenting Ideas school parentingideas.com.au/schools
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Year 6 Orientation Day
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Pastoral
Year 6 Orientation Day
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Year 11 Leadership Days
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Pastoral
Year 11 Leadership Days
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Ignatius Park College  
Upcoming Events and Dates

WEEK 7

Friday 24 November
Year 10 Transition and Liturgy - 11am

Year 10 - School Finishes after Transition
Year 7 to 9 -  School Finishes 3pm 

Administration

Uniform Shop

UNIFORM SHOP VOLUNTEERS -great response. MORE REQUIRED! 

Thanks to all for the wonderful response last week. A similar response this week will see the roster filled. 
If you would like the opportunity to meet some new faces please put your name down to help in the 
Shop in January from Monday 15 through to Tuesday 23 of January. 
The hours we need volunteers are as follows:

Monday  15.01.2018  9am – 2pm (2 shifts: 9 - 11.30am or 11.30am – 2pm)
Tuesday  16.01.2018  9am – 12noon
Wednesday 17.01.2018  1 - 6pm (2 shifts: 1-3.30pm or 3.30-6pm)
Friday  19.01.2018  CLOSED
Monday  22.01.2018  8 – 11am
Tuesday  23.01.2018  8 – 10.45am

Give it a go, you might enjoy it!
If you can help, please give Larissa Moule (new Uniform Shop Coordinator) a call on 4796 0222 or email larissa.moule@ipc.qld.edu.
au. Thank you!

Larissa Moule | Uniform Shop

Report Cards

Your son’s Academic Report and College Yearbook will be available 
for collection next Friday, 1 December, in the Edmund Rice Hall 
from 10am – 12noon.

Any outstanding Library books will need to be returned prior to 
collecting his report card.

If you or your son are unable to collect his report card next Friday, 
Reports and Yearbooks will be available for collection from Parent 
Reception at the start of 2018.

Brendan Stewart | Deputy Principal

2018 Timetables
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  SUPPLYING SCHOOLS AUSTRALIA WIDE FOR 36 YEARS! 
 

              Direct Online Ordering for:     IGNATIUS PARK COLLEGE 
 

Please note the Conditions below:  
ALL ORDERS are to be placed by the following date ~ Friday 19 January 2018 
(Any Orders after this date will pay full price and will incur a $14.95 delivery charge). 

 
Please keep a copy of your receipt for Warranty purposes. 
 
Your calculator has a 2 Year Repair / Replacement Warranty except Broken Screens or 
Corroded batteries as these void warranties instantly. No refunds if you change your mind or 
choose an incorrect product. 

 

  OR    
 
 
 

STEP 1.   Go to: www.abacuscalculators.com.au   
 

STEP 2.   Your school ID Code is:  IGNATPARKCOLL. Enter this above the ORANGE  
                  login button on the Home Page.     
                  Ensure you enter your school ID code first to get the full discount and free delivery. 

 

STEP 3.   Select the calculator and accessories you require then go to the checkout and  
        pay via your Credit or Debit Card.                     

                        
STEP 4.   Your order will be sent to the school approximately 2 weeks after the cut-off 

        date. 
 

STEP 5.   You will be advised when to collect your calculator from the College. 
 

 
If you have any queries please call Danielle Haley on Free Call 1800 998 424 or email:  dani@abacus.com.au 
 

 

Graphics Calculators are required for Year 11 
and Year 12 Maths B students.  
 

Use ID Code: IGNATPARKCOLL 
 
1 x FXCG20AU –Limited stock order quickly 
 

COST: $220.00 gst inclusive 
 
OR 
 
1 x FXCG50AU ~ NEW Model 
 

COST: $228.00 gst inclusive 
 
and 
1 x PADDED CASE $5.00 gst inc 
Helps protect the screen as broken screens void warranty 
 

The College Office / Parent Reception will remain open until 
8 December 2017.

Hours of Business are:
Monday to Thursday 8am – 4pm
Friday 1 December  8am – 12noon
Friday 8 December  8am – 10am

The office will close over the Christmas holiday period and re-open 
Monday 15 January 2018.

College Office Hours
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CODE THESE ITEMS ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL YEAR LEVELS QTY COST PER ITEM  AMOUNT PART ORDER
24542 Pencil Case  (Large) 1 4.50$                  4.50$      
10411 Pencils HB @ .70c 12 0.70$                  8.40$      
10419 Pencils 2B @ .70c 2 0.70$                  1.40$      
04241 Black Ball Point Pens @ .75c 4 0.75$                  3.00$      
04243 Blue Ball Point Pens @ .75c 2 0.75$                  1.50$      
04242 Red Ball Point Pens @ .75c 2 0.75$                  1.50$      
05620 Set 12 Coloured Pencils 1 2.95$                  2.95$      
02395 Eraser 1 0.80$                  0.80$      
27604 Scissors 1 2.10$                  2.10$      
21603 Glue Stick 1 2.20$                  2.20$      
26400 Small Stapler with staples (To suit 26/6 staples) 1 2.95$                  2.95$      
20380 Pencil Sharpener 1 1.00$                  1.00$      
02408 Pkt Highlighters (contains 4) 1 4.95$                  4.95$      
20102 Plastic Ruler 1 0.80$                  0.80$      
96129 A4 Exercise Books (128 page) ‐ 1 book per subject  10 1.50$                  15.00$    
42301 A4 Display Folders (20 sleeve) 4 1.25$                  5.00$      
90018 USB Memory Stick ‐ 8 GB  1 9.00$                  9.00$      
89951 Headphone Set (bud style) 1 10.00$                10.00$    

                                                                                                       SUBTOTAL 77.05$    
ADDITIONAL ITEMS YEAR LEVEL

97048 A4 48 Page Exercise Book ‐ Years 7‐10 HISTORY 1 7 to 10 0.80$      
95004 Dictionary ‐ small (Year 7 only) 1 7 11.00$    
95003 Thesaurus ‐ small (year 7 only) 1 7 11.00$    

ENGLISH Year 7‐9 77.05$    
English Basics Sadler & Sadler(Book 1‐year 7, Book 2‐year 8, Book 3‐year9)  1 7, 8 and 9 28.95$    
LANGUAGE Year 9 and 10 
Japanese  ‐  iiTomo Activity Book 3+4 (one book used over two years) 9 and 10 $    32.95

32541 MUSIC Year 9 ‐ 12 ‐A4 Music Book  1 9 to 12 $     1.75
DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY Year 9 ‐ Spirax No. 534 Sketch Book (40 page) 1 9 2.95$      
 Art, Design & Technology, Digital Technology Year 10 ‐ but would also be beneficial for other subjects 
 Wireless Mouse   1 10 26.00$    
ITS AND FTV Year 11 and 12  ‐ USB powered External Hard Drive (500GB) 
(not available at Mooney Street News) 1 11 to 12
                                                                                                       SUBTOTAL
                                                                                                 TOTAL ORDER

  A MINIMUM DEPOSIT OF $30-00 MUST BE PAID AT TIME OF ORDERING
  For complete payment at time of order please tick box  
  All Orders are to be collected from Mooney Street News and a text message will be sent when order is ready

  PLEASE ENTER CREDIT CARD DETAILS
  Please select type:            Visa                        Mastercard                      Expiry date:     /       /
  Card Number:   __________ __________   __________  ________

  Name on Card: _________________________________________

  Signature:   ____________________________________________      Phone Number:  ______________________

  STUDENT'S NAME ______________________________________    YEAR/HOUSE 2018 ___________________

  CALCULATORS:          
 Year 7‐10 and Maths A Year 11‐12  Scientific (Abacus SXIIMATRIX‐A) available from the Uniform Shop ($25)
 Year 11‐12 Maths B and C  Graphics Calculator (Casio fx9860GAU, fxCG20AU or fxCG50AU) 
 Available at IPC online order at www.abacuscalculators.com.au    ID Code:  IGNATPARKCOLL (see reverse)

                                      2018  GENERAL STATIONERY LIST (ALL YEAR LEVELS)                                                
PLEASE RETURN TO:   Mooney Street News 86 Mooney Street Gulliver  Phone:  4779 2531                                       

Email: mooneynewslotto@gmail.com (orders will be accepted up until the start of school 2018)
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Construction of the College Chapel

Despite being on the College Master Plan since 1968, Ignatius Park has never had a purpose-built Chapel.   On Monday, 6 November 
2017, construction will finally commence on the College’s new Chapel.  This will affect access at the Ross River Road pedestrian 
entrance near the admin office. The construction is expected to continue until the end of Term 1, 2018.

Where ever possible, please use Albert Street for drop off and pick up of students.  As always, please do not use no standing areas 
or double park at the front of the College. 

Please see the plan below and if you have any questions about access to the College please contact the College Office phone 
47960222.

Geoff Brown | Property and Services Manager

FORM 

 SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN – IGNATIUS PARK COLLEGE NEW CHAPEL – STAGE 1 
 

 

 

SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN  Document No.:  CON37‐FORM‐01  Version No.:  1A 

Release Date:  1 March 2015  Uncontrolled if Printed  Page 1 of 1 

 

LEGEND                                                       
 
 

ICON  REPRESENTING 

 
First Aid Kit 

 
Evacuation Point 

  Skip Bin 

  Amenities  

 
Site Office  

  Site Container 

  Site Fence 

 
Site Access and 
Egress 
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eSports in 2018

Community

Earlier this term one of our Year Ten students, Riley Baldwin, took a bold step and reached out the College Leadership Team to 
develop an online gaming team at Ignatius Park. Riley explained that many people are familiar with the benefits of traditional sports 
and how teamwork, mateship and collaboration can be promoted through meaningful competition. If this can be promoted in 
Swimming, Rugby or Cricket, then why not in Online Gaming? So, we have decided to give it a go and open up an IPC eSports Team. 

eSports or Electronic Sports are a form of competition that is facilitated by video games. Many young men play video games and 
take part in games online. As a parent this can often be a source of great concern. The online environment can be a fantastic 
creative outlet, however it can also hold hidden dangers, if students are not prepared and know how to digitally protect themselves. 
This provides an opportunity for staff at the College to mentor the students in appropriate online behaviour, staying safe and how to 
maintain a healthy balance between family, school and gaming.

Two weeks ago, we advertised to the boys for brief lunch time meeting to gauge interest and to provide information for those boys 
willing to play. Armed with only 30 copies of the eSports information we waited for the bell and to see who might arrive to join the 
team. We did not anticipate the interest the team would generate, with over 200 boys coming along for the first session and around 
206 player contracts handed out. The contracts detail that the players must be 13 years and over, maintain at least a satisfactory 
level of achievement in all subjects and their grades must not drop without just cause while on the team. In addition, students are not 
permitted to use “practice” as an excuse to avoid family and school commitments – these must always come first.

To begin with, the eSports Teams will focus on the game “League of Legends” or LoL. It is an online fantasy-strategy game where 
competitors work in teams of five to capture the “nexus” of the opposition team. This game was chosen due its fantasy-based genre, 
which minimises the correlation to real-life violence. The game is also available online for free and students do not need to buy items 
in the game to succeed. When playing League of Legends things can get heated, it is a competitive game, filling stadiums around the 
world, and it means a lot to those who play. Whilst playing, students will encounter some tough situations, where they are faced with 
making split second decisions that ultimately impact whether their team wins or loses. Coping with tough situations, other people 
and growing from mistakes are essential skills when building relationships and careers, and LoL can be used as a tool to facilitate 
purposeful conversations between educators, parents and students.

Over the last two weeks, we have begun holding trials in the Big Ben Auditorium for students to join one of the teams. The focus has 
been less on how well a student plays individually and more on their ability to play as a team, while encouraging each other. All of the 
young men in attendance so far, have been very good at supporting and cheering each other on, regardless of experience or skill level.

I believe that students have a future of online activity and it’s our responsibility as educators, leaders and parents to offer the required 
tools to foster digital citizens. We believe that our eSports team will help to cultivate friendship, cooperation and teamwork among 
students. Through gaming, we have the opportunity to reach a different type of student, one who’s never been passionate about high 
school sports, but would enjoy the opportunity to learn these exact same soft and hard skills by playing League of Legends.

The eSports Program encourages sportsmanlike and social play among League of Legends players. It is our hope that we will provide 
students with the skills to protect themselves and their digital reputations when online and to cultivate friendly and sportsmanlike 
communities which students will aspire to maintain for the rest of their lives. In 2018, we will be competing in the Flaktest Gaming 
National High School League Championships. We are the second school in Queensland to compete in this league and all games will 
take place outside of school hours, ensuring minimal disruption to teaching and learning. 

If you would like further information about eSports or would like to become involved, please contact me at the College. 

Allison Elcoate | Assistant Principal - Administration
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Join the team at 
National Storage 

for a SAUSAGE SIZZLE 
Saturday 25 November 

11am-2pm
399 Woolcock Street Garbutt.

All proceeds for this event 
will go to assisting

Camp Quality.



P 19 | Redefining the Education of Young Men

Community

Tree of Humanity Appeal



P 20 | Redefining the Education of Young Men

Community

Kids Camp 
1 per year over December/January 
School Holidays Volunteers aged 16+
Kids Camp aims to provide children from 
disadvantaged backgrounds with a safe, enjoyable, 
cost-free holiday camp that they would not normally 
have the opportunity to access. Volunteer leaders 
act as positive role models, developing meaningful 
and supportive relationships with the children who 
attend the camps.

Camps provides families with respite periods 
and gives children a chance to have fun, without 
worrying about everyday routines and stresses that 
are associated with their everyday lives. 

St Patrick’s Boarding Tutoring 
Every Monday night (Term Time) 
Volunteers 18 +
St Patrick’s Boarding Tutoring program aims to 
provide assistance to boarding students in their 
studies. The demographic of boarding students who 
attend St Patrick’s School are predominantly from 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander backgrounds, 
Papua New Guinea and girls from Western 
Queensland. For a large proportion of these students 
English is there second language, the tutoring 
program aims to provide additional support to bridge 
the gap in education as students travel to boarding 
school with limited support for their studies after 
hours. The tutoring program also aims to provide 
positive role modelling to the students in their 
studies and lives.

Palm Island Immersion 
Twice per year - July and December 
Volunteers 18 + 
The Palm Island Immersion is a community 
engagement program which aims to bridge the 
gap between the Townsville and Palm Island 
community. The Immersion provides volunteers 
with opportunities within the community to gain and 
extend their knowledge in Indigenous culture and 
the community of Palm Island. Volunteers provide 
assistance to St Michael’s School in the classrooms 
and also the Parish. Volunteers are also provided 
the opportunity to engage with local organisations 
and services relevant to their field of study/work 
to extend their understanding of the Palm Island 
community in relation to the Townsville community.

Buddies Day 
1 Weekend Day a Month 
Volunteers aged 16 +
Buddies Day is a community engagement program 
designed to give families support by providing 
children (aged 8-12 years) with a fun day out. The 
program is a great opportunity for young volunteers 
to become active leaders and positive role models 
within their local community.

Buddies Days focus on offering genuine support to 
children, providing them with alternative role models 
to give them a true hand up in life.

If you would like to volunteer 
or refer a child we would love 
to hear from you.Please call 
0417283727 or email 
sarah.dixon@svdpqld.org.au 
or tsv.youth@svdpld.org.au

PROGRAMS


