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From the Principal

         
        

        

Dear Parents and Carers

On Friday, 28 October, we celebrate World Teacher’s Day and it is an ideal time to reflect on our profession.   As parents, you entrust 
what is most precious to your child’s teacher.  I am sure there is no need to write about the value of education as it is so much part of 
what any parent wants for their child.  I hope that teachers’ work and their place in young people’s lives is never devalued.  I honestly 
believe that teaching is a noble profession.

People who choose teaching as a career do so to make a difference.  Sure it can be rewarding personally, but you would not expect 
to make a lot of money, nor indeed should you.  Queensland Poet, Rupert McCall, penned the following “Toast to Teachers” and I 
think it is well worth reading.

Toast to Teachers
There’s a lesson that awaits us when we get to where we’re going

Having walked the road we’re walking and to know the things we’re knowing
For amongst the gems uncovered, there is one that always features

We would not stand where we’re standing, if it wasn’t for our teachers.
For every talent nurtured, every journey granted wings

Every step that takes us forward to the height of greater things
Every measure of success that marks the happiness we’ve earnt.

It all stems back to resonate with something that we’ve learnt.

When the medal is awarded or the pinnacle achieved
When the victory under pressure is supremely self-believed

In the rear vision mirror of that celebrating creature
Lies the hidden inspiration of at least one treasured teacher 
And the modest grass roots hero at the coalface of success?
No accolade, no spotlight, but the win means nothing less
For in any proud accomplishment where expertise is cast

There is bound to be the whisper of a mentor from the past.
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And though much of life’s forgotten as the fire place is embered
To recollect those classroom days, the good ones are remembered

From the blaze of brilliant blackboards to philosophies of sport
The fingerprints of wisdom that were passionately taught

Are engraved upon our psyche like a strand of DNA
Like an aura of encouragement that opened up the way

The moulding of a mantra in the casting of a spell
The knowledge and the power and the discipline as well.

And it rides with you forever as the boldest dreams are fed
As a comfortable companion on the path that lies ahead
To the blue of the horizon!  To the river of our reaching!
With a true appreciation for the fruits of better teaching

For the gold of greater coaching on and off the field of battle
That reflects a value higher than the glint of charm or chattel
Yes the hour has ascended for the flock to praise its preacher

In a humble, heartfelt way that just says ‘thank you’ to its teacher.

It’s amazing, when you think of it, how much we’ve come to know
What’s even more amazing is how far we’ve got to go

Then another gem uncovers as the realisation features
That the tide of life has shifted when the taught become the teachers!

Yes the mighty circle turns again as self-belief is burnt
In the next brigade of dreamers through the gift of lessons learnt

And the future beckons brighter as, I guess, it always will …
So long as there’s a teacher to accommodate the thrill.

And the hour has ascended for the flock to praise its preacher
In a humble, heartfelt way that just says ‘thank you’ to its teacher.

Rupert McCall

I would also like to remind parents about the Hospitality Melbourne Cup Luncheon on Tuesday, 1 November.  It would be wonderful 
if you could support our hardworking OP Hospitality students and support the College’s Cricket Tour to the United Kingdom next year.

I would like to congratulate Harrison Waldon (10 Rice) and Lachlan Weis (10 Rice) on winning the Year 9-12 Unity Team category for 
2016 in the Australian STEM Game Challenge (a challenge led by the Australian Council for Educational Research (ACER) through 
the ACER Foundation).  The Australian STEM Video Game Challenge is a national competition open to all Australian students in Years 
5-12.

They now have the opportunity to attend the awards ceremony in Melbourne and attend PAX Australia – one of Australia’s biggest 
games and interactive entertainment exhibitions.  The exhibition runs for three days and their game will be showcased and made 
available for play on the Australian STEM Video Game Challenge stand for the duration of PAX Australia.  Well done, boys!

Yours sincerely

Michael Conn | Principal

From the Principal continued
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Contemplative Community

As we prepare to finalise our year, we have opportunities to look back. We contemplate who we 
are, how we have been and what we hope to be. Within this, as both individuals and as a Catholic 
community, we consider “How am being the best person that God created me to be?” I include 
some wise words from Br David Steindl-Rast, and Austrian-born Benedictine monk for us to 
consider.

Community is always poised between two poles: solitude and togetherness.  Without 
togetherness community disperses; without solitude community collapses into a mass, a 
crowd. But solitude and togetherness are not mutually antagonistic; on the contrary, they 
make each other possible.

Solitude without togetherness deteriorates into loneliness.  One needs strong roots in 
togetherness to be solitary rather than lonely when one is alone.  Aloneness is neutral; 
loneliness is aloneness which is cut off from togetherness; solitude is aloneness 
supported by togetherness, blessed solitude.

Togetherness without solitude is not truly togetherness, but rather side-by-sideness.  To 
live merely side by side is alienation.  We need time and space to be alone, to find 
ourselves in solitude, before we can give ourselves to one another in true togetherness.

A particular balance between solitude and togetherness will characterize a particular 
community.  But by “balance” we mean more than the ratio between time spent 
alone and time spent with one another; we mean an inner relatedness of solitude and 
togetherness which makes each of them what it is in a given case.

On one end of the spectrum lies a type of community in which togetherness is the goal 
that is sought above all:  a particularly close-knit family, for example.  We may call this 
type togetherness-community.  On the other end of the spectrum lies a community totally 
oriented towards solitude, for instance, a community of hermits.  Let us call this type 
solitude-community. Since in either case both solitude and togetherness are essential for 
true community, the difference is one of emphasis.

The spectrum is continuous, but the distinction is clear; in togetherness-community, 
togetherness is the measure of solitude; the members have a right and a duty to get as 
much solitude as they need for deep and strong togetherness.  In solitude-community, 
solitude is the measure of togetherness; here the members have a right and a duty to get 
as much togetherness as each one needs to support and enrich solitude.

A human being cannot survive without community.  Nor can one be truly happy unless 
one finds the particular type of community that will fulfil one’s needs for solitude and 
togetherness. The process of matching one¹s personal needs with a particular type of 
community within the wide spectrum of possibilities is an essential part of finding one’s 
vocation, what one feels called to choose at a given time. 

                                                    
Br David Steidl-Rast OSB Source:http://gratefulness.org/resource/contemplative-community/
   
A question for us all to ponder as the year concludes perhaps: 
‘How am I my best self to help our community be its best?’

Wadda Mooli

Live Jesus in Our Heart, Forever.

Frank Clarke | Deputy Principal - Identity & Mission
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Literacy News

Please make sure your son has returned any outstanding books to the Library. Students receive overdue notices in Homeroom each 
week. All books and textbooks will need to be returned to the Library before students finish this term.

We frequently receive new fiction and non-fiction books in the Library. Please encourage your son to borrow a new D.E.A.R. book or 
two this term. We also have a great selection of magazines. 

Nikea Bettridge | Teacher Librarian

Library News

Connect feelings to information: 

Children remember things most effectively by processing information in as many ways as possible, especially if they have processed 
it emotionally. If your child is reading a book about bird migration, ask them to imagine what it would be like to fly thousands of miles 
to find food and warmth. Finding ways to connect what your child is trying to remember with things they are already familiar with is 
a powerful way to help them learn new information.

Talk about what you have read:

Soon after your son has finished reading a book, ask him to give you 
a summary of the events that took place. Encourage them to draw 
pictures, write their summary, or simply tell you what happened in 
chronological order.

You can also ask your child questions to reinforce key information in 
the book. Encourage a post-reading discussion by asking questions 
like, “Where did the dog find his family?”, “Why do you think the girl 
felt sad about leaving school?”, or “What would have happened if 
the day was rainy instead of sunny?”

Nadine  Burnett | Teacher - Learning Support
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Year 7 Hospitality
The Year 7 Hospitality students have hosted  wonderful morning/afternoon teas for VIPs.  Special guests including parents and 
teachers were treated to delicious samples the students had made during classes.  These included decadent choc chip cookies, 
mouth watering pizza pinwheels, egg and bacon tarts and scones that were fit for the queen.  The boys put on their airs and graces 
and were excellent waiters and hosts.

Jodie Roberts | Teacher
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Senior Hospitality
Recently our Year 11 Hospitality VET and Hospitality Studies 
students went on an excursion to the Hooch and Fellow Cocktail 
Bar on Flinders Street where bar owner, Mr Josh Agostino, 
conducted a class on cocktail making. The boys learnt about 
the history of alcohol and bar tending, how each spirit is made 
and mixology (how to make basic cocktails). The boys were also 
shown the art of flaring by Josh, a former Australian Champion.

Josh gave the students advice regarding the cocktails to make for 
their upcoming Melbourne Cup event as well as insight into what 
a career in bartending could entail. I would like to thank Mr Josh 
Agostino for his continual support and education in bartending.
He has run this course for all Senior Hospitality students for the 
past five years, and has also employed former students.

These opportunities enhance the learning experiences of our 
Senior Hospitality Courses and give students a real understanding 
of Responsible Service of Alcohol.

Jude Squire | Teacher in Charge - Hospitality

Using the trees around Ignatius Park, the boys demonstrate their knowledge of the elements of art and principles of design. 

Stacey Meyer | Teacher

Art at the Park

Students take their paper and pencils outside to practice their 
nature drawing skills.

Henry Laws, Kobe Owens, Hunter Lim, Trinidy Parker, Ashton 
Waddington, and Cody Sadler are proud of their work so far!
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Ignatius Park Deadlys

Pastoral

The annual Ignatius Park College Deadlys took place last week in the Hall. The event was well attended once again with record 
crowds gathering in 2016. The event is an opportunity for the College Community to come together to recognise and celebrate the 
programs running at the College that promote an awareness and greater understanding of Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander culture 
and education. Highlights of the night included a performance by IPC Old Boy, Jalen Sutcliffe and current Year 12 student, Rudy 
Matthew Marshall-McGrath, as well as some insightful words from guest speaker Matthew Bowen. Six IPC students performing some 
Aboriginal dances with the assistance of the Saltner family and a range of other related presentations. 

Congratulations must go to Enemarki Shibasaki who won the Lochlan Kennedy Deadly Bala Award for 2016. Thank you to those 
in attendance and thanks must also go to the family of Malachi Ware who prepared and cooked the dinner that the crowd enjoyed. 

Andrew Kirkpatrick | Program Leader – Indigenous & Multicultural     
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Uniform Shop Volunteers January 2017

Toast Room

A BIG thank you to those who have already volunteered.

With the help of volunteers for our Back to School opening, we are able to keep our prices at a reasonable level and make the process 
more efficient. If you are able to help out during the following times:

Monday  16 January    9am – 1pm
Tuesday  17 January   9am – 12noon
Wednesday 18 January    1pm – 6pm (1-3.30pm, 3.30-6pm)
Thursday 19 January    9am – 1 noon
Friday  20 January   9am -  12noon
Saturday  21 January  9am – 1pm 
Monday  23 January  8am – 11am
Tuesday  24 January  8am – 11am
Wednesday 25 January  8am – 10.45 am  (Business as usual)

Please call Sue Brock on 4796 0222 or email sue.brock@ipc.qld.edu.au.
It is not a difficult job and you are able to come a little early and shop for your son. 

Sue Brock | Uniform Shop

World Teachers’ Day

Administration

We would like to thank you for your donations of vegemite and jam, presently we still require cream cheese spread and nutella.  
Please be aware we cannot have peanut butter.

Kay O’Connor | Tuckshop & Toast Room

Every day, Queensland teachers are making a difference educating and inspiring young people across our state.
World Teachers' Day is an opportunity to acknowledge our teachers and say thanks for the significant contributions they make in our 
classrooms and communities.

In 2016, World Teachers' Day will be celebrated in Queensland on Friday 28 October, during State Education Week.

New Senior Schooling System to commence in 2019
The State Government’s major reforms to Senior Assessment and Tertiary Entrance will now begin with Year 11 students in 2019. 
Therefore, current Year 8 students will be the first to experience the new system.
Please click on the links below for more information

166 Implementation of Senior Assessment and Tertiary Entrance Changes 
166 Att1 QCEC Media Release

Michael Conn | Principal

https://member.qcec.catholic.edu.au/Files/4fb8c2bb/166ImplementationofSeniorAssessmentandTertiaryEntranceChanges.pdf
https://member.qcec.catholic.edu.au/Files/4fb8c2bb/166ImplementationofSeniorAssessmentandTertiaryEntranceChanges.pdf
https://member.qcec.catholic.edu.au/Files/4fb8c2bb/166Att1CatholicsectorwelcomesextensionforSeniorassessmentchanges.pdf
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UN Voice Competition

Rugby League News

Congratulation to Zachary Judge (Year 8 Putney) and Stuart 
Smith (Year 9 Treacy) who competed in the UN Voice Competition 
last weekend. This competition involved presenting a prepared 
speech about a proposal to address a serious issue the world 
is facing, such as our treatment and inclusion of the elderly 
or engaging young people with the range of support services 
which is available in the community. Both boys spoke very well 
and discussed some creative and interesting solutions to these 
problems. Particularly given that they were both under a great 
deal of pressure and a quick deadline, their strong performances 
were especially admirable. 

Zachary was announced the winner of the competition and both 
boys have been invited to progress to the Queensland finals, to 
be held in Brisbane. We congratulate them on their bravery and 
enthusiasm.

Andrea Tarttelin | Faculty Leader - English
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Day for Daniel - Iggy Spirit Shines Red
Ignatius Park College was a sea of red last Friday as students and staff threw their support behind Day for Daniel.  Red shirts, shorts 
and shoes were among the apparel donned by the Iggy Park community as it celebrated this national day of safety and raised more 
than $1100 for this worthy cause.

Day for Daniel promotes the importance of personal safety, protection and harm prevention.  It was established by Queensland 
parents Denise and Bruce Morcombe following the tragic abduction and death of their 13-year-old son Daniel in 2003. The Daniel 
Morcombe Foundation has two aims:  to educate children and adults on how to stay safe in both a physical and online environment, 
and to support victims of crime. 
 
One of the Morcombe’s key initiatives is the Help Me app. This free phone app provides people of all ages with an easy-to-use tool 
which is designed to assist in an emergency.  The 'Help Me' button sounds a warning and allows you to send an SMS text to two 
nominated phone numbers, as part of your Trusted Safety Network.  Included in the text are GPS co-ordinates from where the text 
was sent, so the sender can be located or a last known place of contact is indicated.  For further details on this app visit: 
http://www.danielmorcombe.com.au/app.html

Katrina Guazzo | Teacher
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Battle of the Bands
The Annual Inter-House Battle of the Bands once again took place last Friday during lessons 5 and 6.   Commencing in 2007, this 
concept was established to promote the Arts, highlight our talented musicians at the College and provide opportunities for students 
to perform on stage in front of their peers.  Another initiative that emerged from this was for our music students to workshop with 
visiting bands and artists on the day.  This year we were lucky to have perform, adjudicate and work with the boys, local band, “King 
Social.” Angus Milne (guitar/vocals) and Stevie Mitchell (vocals) entertained the crowd, gave great advice for our young musicians 
and performed a few songs including a stirring rendition of “Nothing Compares to You.”

No doubt the highlight of the afternoon though were the House Bands and Staff band. From guitar shredding solos to powerful, 
crowd-stomping vocals, all bands put in a great deal of effort at rehearsals to deliver a 10 minute set.  Unfortunately, there could be 
only one winner and this year the title went to the Rice House.  The boys did a fantastic job covering the song “2 juicy”, however, they 
stole the show with their version of the B.E King hit “Stand by Me.” Congratulations to all students who performed on the day and 
remember, it’s never too early to start rehearsing for 2017! 

Matthew Thiele | Faculty Leader - The Arts  



P 12 | Redefining the Education of Young Men

Community



P 13 | Redefining the Education of Young Men

Community



P 14 | Redefining the Education of Young Men

Community

Inclusion in school (and life) does 

not “just happen”.  Some 

mainstream schools are very 

welcoming, but getting a 

genuinely inclusive education and 

maintaining the inclusive path 

over the school years requires 

parents to be skilled and effective 

advocates. 

Most parents find school 

advocacy challenging!  It is 

common to feel unsure of what 

you can ask for, and what 

approach to take if you want 

change.  At times, parents can 

feel like they have little influence 

over what is happening with their 

child’s education.  Even when 

lucky and enjoying a “good year”, 

there is the question of how to 

stay on track.   

Parents can easily pick up some 

basic advocacy tips (including the 

“pitfalls”), but, unfortunately, there 

is no easy recipe for successful 

inclusion.  It is, however, critical 

for parents to keep building their 

own advocacy knowledge and 

skill. 

 

Inclusive Education Evening Discussion: 
Becoming a Better Advocate for your 

Child’s Inclusion 
Monday 7th November 2016, 

Brisbane 

 
Thursday 16th October 2014 

www.cru.org.au 
 

 

Dates: Monday 7th 
November 2016 

Time:   5.30PM Arrival 

Session will commence 
promptly at 6.15pm and will 

finish at 8.30pm 
 

Venue: CRU Office  
Level 2, 43 Peel St 
South Brisbane 

Cost: $20 -- Light meal will 
be provided upon 
arrival 

RSVP: Monday 31st 
October 

**Numbers will be limited** 
 

Register via Eventbrite link: 

Click here to Register 
Now 

 
This interactive session is 

designed as a sharing of 

“lessons in advocacy” drawing on 

the wisdom and experience of 

families who have successfully 

advocated for school inclusion. 

 

Experienced parents will share 

stories and lead discussion on 

what has worked for their child, 

what they have learnt from their 

successes and mistakes, and 

what it takes to be an effective 

advocate.  
 

All participants will have the 

chance to share experiences, 

and get help and ideas from 

others.    

Who should attend? 
This evening discussion is open to 

all parents seeking an inclusive 

education for their child.   

It will be a great opportunity for 

participants to reflect on the year 

that has been and get focused on 

what needs to be put in place to 

finish the school/kindy year well 

and look forward with optimism to 

the year ahead.   

 

Community Resource Unit Inc. 
Level 2, 43 Peel Street  
P.O. Box 3722  
South Brisbane QLD 4101 
Phone : (07) 3844 2211  
Email  cru@cru.org.au  

CRU’s cancellation policy  - 
http://cru.org.au/about/policies/#can

cellation 
 

 


