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From the Principal

         
        

        

Dear Parents and Carers

I have recently returned from an Immersion experience and Congress in India.  The Congress had two interrelated themes: Nomashkar and 
Educating and Encountering Humanity.

Nomoshkar – I bow to the devine in you

Namaste is a respectful form of greeting in the Hindu tradition.  Namaste is usually spoken with a slight bow and hands pressed together, palms 
touching and fingers pointing upwards, thumbs close to the chest.  It means “I bow to the devine in you”.  It expresses politeness, courtesy, honour 
and hospitality in our welcome of others.  In Kolkata the Bengali variation of Namaste, Nomoshkar is used as this greeting.

Inherent in every religious tradition in India is the sense of the sacred which is still very much alive today.  This sense of sacredness is not restricted 
to places of public worship but pervades the entire landscape encompassing the lofty mountains, the great rivers, rocks, trees and the rich bio-
diverse world of fauna and flora with which India has been blessed.  This helps us to go beyond just the material world and our own individual 
needs enabling us to recognise the Divine in each other and in the world around us.

As Catholic educators in the Edmund Rice Tradition, we are called to educate for the betterment of all humanity.  This best happens when we, in 
the words of Pope Francis, engage in a “Culture of Encounter”.  Nomoshkar reflects this call to a culture of encounter – encounter in compassion 
and encounter through mercy.  The idea of inclusive education, where all children are welcome no matter their socioeconomic status, class, or 
social standing, is becoming more and more relevant to societies around the world.  As societies continue to polarise into “haves” and “have nots” 
and face the problem of assimilating newly migrated arrivals into settled social systems, understanding and utilising systems of inclusive education 
becomes essential to the global child’s success and growth.

Principals, teachers and staff who run “good” schools for well-off children and can find themselves challenged by this dilemma of providing an 
inclusive education to the vulnerable in our society and new arrivals to our country.

A big part of the trip to India was the pre-Congress immersion experience.   “What is an Immersion?”  To be involved in an immersion is to engage 
in deep travel; the traveller steps out of the ordinary into active anticipation; into encountering difference; and welcomes moments that broaden 
and deepen an appreciation of the world.  

Just as authentic inter-religious dialogue can only happen when there is true openness to conversion through accepting the “God experience” 
of the other, an immersion is most successful when the life experience of the other calls values into question and provokes deep reflection on 
lifestyle and choices of the participant.  An Immersion suspends the demands of daily life, opening us up to new possibilities, and where leaving 
the everyday allows you to change the lens and adjust the filter!  

The deliberate intention of our immersion experience was not just to encounter a foreign culture; but in our context to encounter the world of the 
poor – the majority world.  These experiences brought me into direct contact with this majority world; the dollar a day world; the world where 
women walk miles to harvest water and children walk even further for schooling.  The world where low caste men are beaten for drawing water 
from a pond; where life expectancy is determined by the colour of one’s skin, where dowry deaths are common and where western businesses 
still promote dangerous products long after they have been banned at home.

This immersion experience allowed me to put flesh and blood, real faces, real names to the conversation about social justice that so often 
happens at home in safe settings.  So yes, my immersion to India was a wonderful experience, if, for no other reason, than to prove Latin liberation 
theologian, Gustavo Gutierrez, correct when he said “any time privileged people come to know poor people, it is a good thing!”

Yours sincerely

Michael Conn | Principal
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Identity & Mission
Term 4 brings with it some unexpected pleasures, pressure and privileges. It is the busiest term 
of the year for most, and often at a time when our energy levels are sapping and the heat and 
humidity are rising. Year 12s are experiencing the “last” of everything and the reality of counting 
days at school is upon them and their parents. With this in mind I leave you the reflection below 
to consider as we “step-up” this term.

Shake it off and Step-up

One day a farmer's donkey fell into an abandoned well. The animal cried piteously for 
hours as the farmer tried to figure out what to do. Finally, he decided the animal was old 
and the well needed to be covered up anyway; so it just wasn't worth it to him to try to 
retrieve the donkey.
He invited all his neighbours to come over and help him. They each grabbed a shovel and 
began to shovel dirt into the well. Realising what was happening, the donkey at first cried 
and brayed horribly. Then, a few shovelfuls later, he quieted down completely.

The farmer peered down into the well, and was astounded by what he saw. With every 
shovelful of dirt that hit his back, the donkey was doing something amazing. He would 
shake it off and take a step up on the new layer of dirt. As the farmer's neighbours 
continued to shovel dirt on top of the animal, he would shake it off and take a step up.

Pretty soon, the donkey stepped up over the edge of the well and trotted off, to the shock 
and astonishment of all the neighbours. Life is going to shovel dirt on you, all kinds of dirt. 
The trick to getting out of the well is to not let it bury you, but to shake it off and take a 
step up. Each of our troubles is a stepping stone. We can get out of the deepest wells just 
by not stopping, never giving up! Shake it off and take a step up! 

    Author Unknown

Wadda Mooli

Live Jesus in Our Heart, Forever.
Frank Clarke | Deputy Principal - Identity & Mission
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Curriculum
Year 8 Science for Living 

VET and Industry Placement News

Our Year 8 students were challenged in terms of dissection skills and their stomach strength. This week they finished of their Biology 
unit by identifying the organs of various body systems of male and female toads.

Alyssa Deer | Faculty Leader - Science

Year 10 Paperwork is Due!

A reminder to Year 10 students enrolling in VET subjects next year that Industry Placement forms are now due.  We are competing 
with all the other schools in the region as well as Tec NQ for industry placements spots, so please get these forms in as a matter of 
priority.  Processing of placements will be starting soon.

Last Industry Placement Block for 2016

Year 11 and 12 Industry Placement students will undertake their final placement for next week.

For our Year 12 students this is their last chance to leave an impression on their employers.  We strongly recommend the boys provide 
their resume to employers and enquire about the possibility of employment for 2017.  Making a good impression on placement has 
secured apprenticeships for eight students already this year and we hope to hear of more success following this last placement.

Year 11 and 12 Industry Placement students are expected to attend ‘work’ all week.

Employment and Apprenticeship Opportunities

Please encourage your sons to listen to student notices each morning as there are currently quite a number of employment and 
apprenticeship opportunities. Vacancies exist in occupations such as electrician, glazier, refrigeration mechanic, boiler making, sheet 
metal fabricator, draftsman and spraypainter/panelbeater. For more information and application details please see Mrs Owen in the 
VET/Identity Office. 
Shane Dove | Program Leader – VET 
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Curriculum
Year 12 Construction News
Year 12 Construction students are busy painting with brushes and rollers to complete the final touches to their recently built timber 
frames.
 
Mark West | Teacher 

Literacy News
If your teen is a reluctant reader, you want to prevent him from shutting down about reading altogether. And that means keeping 
negative opinions about what he reads to yourself. If you don’t like the vampire stories he’s into, don’t voice that criticism to him. If 
you think eBooks are inferior to paperbacks, don’t share that opinion while he’s reading an eBook. Please be tolerant and encourage 
his reading, whatever form that takes.

Nadine Burnett | Teacher - Learning Support
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Year 8 Pastoral Evening
Each year, a Pastoral event is held for each year level to provide an opportunity for our boys to interact with students from other 
schools and they are strongly encouraged to attend.

The Year 8 students are invited to attend a social evening with their peers from St Margaret Mary’s College, St Patrick’s College and 
Abergowrie College.  

Boys are to collect a ticket from Student Reception.  This is required to monitor numbers for catering purposes and to gain entry to 
the event.

DATE:  Friday 21 October 2016
TIME:  7pm – 9pm
PLACE:  St Margaret Mary’s College, Multipurpose Facility, Crowle St
COST:  No cost
DRESS:  Closed in shoes.  Boys may choose to wear country style
   clothing
PROVIDED:  Supper will be supplied by SMMC
BRING:  BYO water bottle and entry ticket
NOTE:  Parents are required to organise transport  

If you have any queries or concerns please contact me at the College.

Craig Brown | Dean of Middle School

Pastoral

Uniform Shop Volunteers January 2017
I realise it is a long way in the future, but planning is well under way for our ‘Back to School Uniform Shop’ week in January 2017. 
With the help of volunteers for our Back to School opening, we are able to keep our prices at a reasonable level and make the process 
more efficient.  If you would like the opportunity to meet some new people, please put your name down to help out in the Uniform 
Shop in January from Monday 16 through to Tuesday 24 January 2017.

The hours we need volunteers are as follows:

Monday   16 January    9am – 1pm
Tuesday  17 January   9am – 12noon
Wednesday 18 January    1pm – 6pm
Thursday  19 January    9am – 12noon
Friday  20 January   9am -  12 noon
Saturday  21 January  9am – 1pm 
Monday  23 January  8am – 11am
Tuesday   24 January  8am – 11am
Wednesday 25 January  8am – 10:45am  (Business as usual)

Most people find it an enjoyable experience and is a 3 or 4 hour time commitment, at most. We need five volunteers per shift except 
the Saturday where we require between 8 -10 and the Wednesday we will have 2 shifts: 1 - 3.30pm and 3.30 - 6pm. It also means 
you can come a little early and shop for your son. 

If you are able to help, please give me a call on 4796 0222 or email sue.brock@ipc.qld.edu.au.

Sue Brock | Uniform Shop
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Ignatius Park College                Calendar Dates 2016                Term 4 
 OCTOBER       14      Coloured Clothes Day (Day for Daniel) Wear Red 
   Battle of the Bands 
                    17‐21  Year 11 & 12 Industry Placement Week 
                          17  Panel Day ‐ Student Free Day 
                          18  Year 7 & 8 Vaccinations 
                    19‐21  U13/14 Rugby League Development Tour 
                          21  Year 8 Pastoral Evening 
                          22  Disco 
NB – Date Change                     22‐23  Father/Son Overnight Camp 
                          23  Year 12 Dance Practice 
                          24  Year 12 Photos 
                          24  Year 11 Physics Incursion Class 1 
                          25  Year 11 Physics Incursion Class 2 
                          26  Awards Night 7.00 pm 
                    28‐30  U13 Rugby Development Tour 
                          28  Year 10 Retreat Evening 
                          30  Year 12 Dance Practice 
 NOVEMBER   
                            1  All Saints Day 
                            2  All Souls Day 
                        2‐6  Open Rugby League Development Tour 
                        5‐6  Open Rugby Tour 
                      7‐11  Year 12 Exams 
                          11  Remembrance Day 
NB – New Date                      12‐13  Father/Son Overnight Camp 
                          13  Valedictory 
   Year 12 Dance Practice (Mothers only) 
                     16‐22  Year 11 Exams 
                          16  Year 12 Graduation 7.00pm 
                          18  End of Year Mass 11.00am 
                    21‐25  Year 7‐10 Exams 
                          21  Year 6 Orientation Day 
   Year 6 Parent Information Night 7.00pm 
                    23‐24  Year 11 Leadership Camp 
                         23  SAIs Published 
                         25  Year 10 Transition Day 
                         25  CLASSES FINISH 
 DECEMBER   
                           2  Year 7‐12 Reports Issued 
                           9  Office Closes 
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Co-curricular
Japan Tour
During the September holidays, 25 Ignatius Park College students set off with three teachers on a whirlwind adventure to Japan. 
Highlights of the trip were spending a day at Tokyo Disneyland, exploring ancient temples and shrines around the traditional city of 
Kyoto, visiting an Elementary school, paying our respects at the Hiroshima Peace Memorial and shopping until we dropped at Osaka. 
The students gained valuable Japanese language experience by interacting with locals, ordering at restaurants and purchasing goods 
at shops. 
It was a trip of a lifetime and the boys were very sad to say ‘Sayoonara’ to Japan. It was an amazing experience that none of the boys 
will ever forget and it would never have happened if not for the teachers, Mr Bill Ahearn, Mrs Stacey Meyer and Mrs Tracey Quabba. 

Tracey Quabba | Program Leader - Languages
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Co-curricular
Touch Football News
In Week 1 of Term 4, 5-9 October, three IPC teams competed in the largest Touch Football Carnival 
in the world at the QLD All Schools Championships at Whites Hill, Brisbane.  The U13 team, guided 
by Mr Doug Bettington and Mr Matthew Douglas; the U15 team, guided by Mr Ben Williams and Mr 
John Turner; and the Open team, guided by Mr Gian Guerra and Mr Brian Geaney; yet again put in 
strong performances to each finish top of their pools after their round games.  The following finals 
results are a testament to the efforts and commitment of staff and students:

U13s – Quarter finalists – Top 8
Opens – Semi finalists – Top 4
U15s – Grand finalists – Runners up

Finishing so high up in each division has resulted in IPC being named as one of the “Super 6” top 
performing schools in the state.  Our three teams’ results also indicate that IPC is the top performing school in the state for the 
combined boys’ divisions.  Not bad! 
 
As a result of their outstanding state achievement, the U15 Team has also qualified for the Harvey Norman National Schools Cup to 
be held in conjunction with the 2017 National Youth Championships. Congratulations!

Georgia Stayte | Teacher
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Co-curricular
TrailBurners News
Term 4 is in full swing and rides continue.
Unfortunately, there will be no Monday ride next week 17 October, as I will be away in Sydney with the Italian exchange students.  
However, Wednesday rides continue. Students may join the TrailBurners at any time and you are welcome to come as regularly as 
possible. Membership starter packs are available from outside Student Reception or ask Mr Spencer for one.

Last Friday was the final half day scheduled skill afternoon for the year. It was timely and successful as several of the riders were 
registered for the following Sunday’s Gravity Enduro race. We rode some of the course and practiced on the technical sections. It was 
great fun and always challenging. The  Gravity Enduro race is mainly a “ride downhill as fast as possible” style of race. Unlike Cross 
Country, there are usually several “gravity” segments to race. Riders are timed from the top to the bottom of the downhill section. 
Gravity Enduro does not count the time to climb to the top of the trails. The boys did well and were a large part of the starting lineup. 
The College now is well established on the local race scene.

On that note, I have now formally taken up performance coaching MTB for race competitors. 
If your son or daughter or even you are interested in competing in cross-country mountain biking, you can contact me via the 
Trailburners facebook   https://www.facebook.com/groups/trailburners/ . Head to the group page and join the group if you want to 
message or contribute.
Alternatively email me directly on ks@ipc.qld.edu.au. 
Fitness and skills are two major areas to develop if you are interested in competing at a decent level. A bit of commitment is required 
but starting out is as easy as contacting me. 
Fun is always the focus and reaching your goal is the aim.

Results from the State Cross Country Mountain Bike Championships in Mackay

During the last weekend of the holidays, several IPC Trailburners and staff travelled to Mackay to compete against the States’s best 
cross country cyclists. The track was fast and super technical with some seriously scary rock gardens, gap jumps and drop-off 
features to challenge even the most skilled riders. The categories we raced in were the U15, U17 and U19.

Saturday was practice and the riders were able to gauge the competition which looked tough.
Sunday was race day and at 8:45am the U15s competed with several Brisbane favourites on the starting grid. Nathan Clohesy was 
un-seeded but placed himself right behind the leaders. He got a great start and by the end of Lap 1, it was obvious we were going to 
see an upset with Nathan. After three laps he claimed a terrific 2nd place very close behind a National level leader.
Later, Josh Keir and Lachlan Spencer lined up in the U19s and were up against a seriously intimidating field including the current 
National Championships  and two other National ‘big guns’. From a field of sixteen of the State’s best riders, IPC walked away with 
7th and 8th places.

The afternoon’s penultimate event was the U19s which saw Oliver Gibson get a great start up against another tough field including 
a member of the Australian Junior Team who recently competed in the Czech Republic for our country. After five very hot, hard laps 
of the course, Oliver rode across the line to claim 4th place. Next move is the Nationals series from January next year. A good effort 
by all the boys. Congratulations and well done!

Keith Spencer | Teacher - TrailBurners Coordinator
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Careers Corner
If your son hasn’t completed the necessary pre-requisite study for the course he wishes to complete next year in Biology, Chemistry 
or Maths B, there are intensive programs that are offered. One of these is the intensive prerequisite courses at UQ College and 
applications close Wednesday 26 October 2016. Study starts on Tuesday 22 November  2016 to the Saturday 17 December  2016.
More information and the application form can be found at: http://www.uqcollege.edu.au/programs.php?p=6

Top strategies for getting an apprenticeship

Now is the time for students wanting an apprenticeship or traineeship in 2017 to start seriously applying for jobs.  Don’t wait until 
you finish school or after schoolies.  Be ahead of the field with the following strategies:

Your resume 
•	 Spend	time	developing	your	resume.		View	How	to	write	a	resume	for	information	on	the	structure	and	content	of	a	resume.

•	 Include	any	work	experience,	part-time	work	or	voluntary	work	you	have	undertaken,	especially	if	it	is	relevant	to	the	job	you
       are applying for.
•	 List	your	skills.		If	you	have	undertaken	hands-on	subjects	at	school	(e.g.	Furnishing,	Business,	Tourism,	Creative	Arts)
       you will have many tool and/or process skills.  These and other subjects also help you develop communication, teamwork,
        organisational, time management and computing skills.  Ask your parents and teachers for help if you have trouble identifying 
       your skills.
•	 Include	the	names	and	contact	information	for	referees	(people	who	are	willing	to	talk	to	a	potential	employer	about	your	
       skills, work ethic and attitudes).

Pick up more resume tips from How to write an effective entry-level resume.

Routinely checking job vacancy ads – These are in newspapers, community noticeboards, the internet (SEEK, Careerone, 
Jobactive, Adzuna, etc.) and on group training company websites.

Networking friends and family - Tell people you know that you are looking for an apprenticeship.  They might know a potential 
employer (or they might be a potential employer).  Read the tips on Networking at Youth Central.

Cold canvassing door-to-door – Visit potential employers.  Practice your greeting and handshake before you go (look neat and 
friendly).  Ask if you can leave a resume in case anything comes up.  It is a good idea to call in a second time so the employer knows 
you are keen.  Learn more at Cold calling – What is it?

Doing work experience – If an employer can’t take you on as an apprentice at this time, ask if it is possible to do unpaid work 
experience with them.  This experience will give the employer an opportunity to see the type of worker you are.  It can be added to 
your resume and if the employer is impressed with your attitude and skills, they may contact you in the future when they are looking 
for a new apprentice.

Pre-apprenticeship courses – Many of these are offered by TAFE Queensland SkillsTech (do a search by trade e.g. plumbing, 
carpentry).  These courses can cut time off the apprenticeship period.  They make you more useful to an employer because you 
already have some skills before you start your apprenticeship.  It is a good idea to put in an expression of interest to SkillsTech for 
courses starting in 2017.

Group training organisations – These organisations employ groups of apprentices and hire them out to host employers.  For 
more information, visit Group Training Australia.  These organisations have lists of job vacancies on their websites.

Other strategies – The following websites contain other helpful job-seeking strategies.
•	 Australian	Apprenticeships	Pathways
•	 Apprenticeships	Info
•	 Australian	Apprenticeship	Support	Network

Year 11s interested in the Australian Defence Force Academy

The optimum time to apply for entry into the Australian Defence Force Academy (ADFA) is Semester two of Year 11.  Year 11 students 
who are interested in an attractive salary while studying an Australian Defence Force funded degree in Business, Engineering, 
Arts, Science, Technology or Information Technology are encouraged to commence their application this year.  You can start your 
application on the ADF website or ring 131901.  Before you do this, explore life and study at ADFA via their website.

Dannielle Charge | Careers and Student Counsellor
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PEER MENTORING PROGRAM 

All Year 10 students have been given information about the Peer Skills Program at Ignatius Park College and were invited to apply to 
become Peer Mentors in 2017 or nominate a classmate for the role.  Two students from each house will be selected to proactively 
assist Year 7 students in their transition to high school next year.

An effective peer mentor is someone who is approachable, supportive, listens and is positive. We know that when most young people 
have problems, they are more likely, in the first instance, to talk to their peers.  The selected Peer Mentors will be equipped through 
skills training to enable them to provide appropriate support and assistance.

Marilyn Parsons and Dannielle Charge | Student Counsellors

Counselling News

Job Opportunities
Please encourage your son to check MOODLE in the Careers Section as there are a number of job opportunities/cadetships/
apprenticeships and traineeships currently available. Don’t miss these opportunities!

Dannielle Charge | Careers and Student Counsellor

Tuckshop and Toastroom Volunteers
Our College Tuckshop and Toastroom rely on members of our College community to help with the daily operation, without so many 
dedicated people we could not offer such a valuable service. Are you able to volunteer? Please contact me.

Kay O’Connor | Tuckshop 

Coloured Clothes Day Tomorrow and Gold Coin Donation
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Mothers Prayers is a simple international program that was 
founded in England in 1995 and has spread to over 120 
countries.  In Australia there are 150 registered groups.  
Here in Townsville, Holy Family Parish first introduced 
Mothers Prayers in 2006; and the Ministerial Region of the 
Good Shepherd, Kirwan in 2013. 

 
 Mothers Prayers is for all mothers, grandmothers and 
spiritual mothers who wish to come together weekly to pray 
for their own children and all children.  The spirituality of 
Mothers Prayers is SURRENDER.  We give our hopes and 
joys to the Lord and trust in His love and care.  There have 
been many blessings of answered prayer. 

 
ARE YOU CONCERNED ABOUT YOUR CHILDREN’S OR 

GRANDCHILDREN’S LIVES? 
 

COME AND JOIN US FOR MASS 
During this celebration you will have an opportunity to include your own intentions 
for your family and these intentions will be prayed for weekly by Mothers Prayers. 

 
SATURDAY 29 OCTOBER - 9.00AM 

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH 
PALMERSTON STREET, GULLIVER 

 
Children welcome. 

Morning tea afterwards. 
 

MOTHERS PRAYERS NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 
 
 
For more information please phone Janice Boscacci on 4755 1348 

 

  NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 
29 OCTOBER 2016 

United in Prayer we save our Children 
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