
 
 
 

Preparing for COVID-19 in Schools 
 
Based on Queensland Health’s Principles for preparing for COVID-19 in Schools (attached) and 
current close contact protocols, the following is likely to apply to these scenarios (provided we have no 
further or different advice directly from Queensland Health or the local Public Health Unit). This is the 
procedure we will be asking both staff and students to follow at the College: 

 
Student or staff member is on site and learns they are a close contact of a person diagnosed with 
COVID-19 

• As soon as the student or staff member is notified that they are a close contact of a confirmed COVID-

19 case, they should isolate in a safe area (in the case of a student) and return home as soon as 

possible (after making arrangements with a parent or care giver in the case of a student). 

• The student or staff member should follow the relevant QH protocols for quarantine and notify the 

school if they are diagnosed with COVID-19. 

• If they test positive to COVID-19, they will follow the relevant QH advice and QH protocols for 

diagnosed cases of COVID-19.  

• The student or staff member can end quarantine in line with relevant QH protocols for ending 

quarantine.  

• In limited circumstances an asymptomatic close contact staff member may be able to come to school 

during the quarantine period to work if they (and the employer) meet all the critically essential worker 

requirements.  

 
Student or staff member becomes unwell at school with flu-like symptoms  

• If symptoms occur at school, the student or staff member should be isolated from other members of 

the school in an appropriate area and sent home as soon as possible (by contacting a parent or care 

giver in the case of a student). 

• They should seek medical assistance and undertake testing in line with medical and QH advice   

• If they test positive to COVID-19, they will follow the relevant QH advice and QH protocols for 

diagnosed cases of COVID-19. 

• If the student or staff member is not diagnosed with COVID-19 (but are still unwell) they should stay 

home until their symptoms have resolved. 

 
Student or staff member who was recently on the school campus notifies their school that they 
have been diagnosed with COVID-19 

• Students or staff who are awaiting test results should be isolating at home until they receive their 

result. Therefore, if you are notified that they have tested positive they should already be at home and 

not on campus. 

 

 

https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/current-status/public-health-directions/confirmed-cases-and-close-contacts/close-contacts
https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/stay-informed/i-have-covid/what-to-do-if-i-have-covid
https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/current-status/public-health-directions/confirmed-cases-and-close-contacts/isolation-covid19-diagnosed-case
https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/current-status/public-health-directions/confirmed-cases-and-close-contacts/isolation-covid19-diagnosed-case
https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/current-status/public-health-directions/confirmed-cases-and-close-contacts/close-contacts
https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/current-status/public-health-directions/confirmed-cases-and-close-contacts/close-contacts
https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/current-status/public-health-directions/confirmed-cases-and-close-contacts/critically-essential-worker-requirements
https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/current-status/public-health-directions/confirmed-cases-and-close-contacts/critically-essential-worker-requirements
https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/stay-informed/testing-and-fever-clinics
https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/stay-informed/i-have-covid/what-to-do-if-i-have-covid
https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/current-status/public-health-directions/confirmed-cases-and-close-contacts/isolation-covid19-diagnosed-case
https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/current-status/public-health-directions/confirmed-cases-and-close-contacts/isolation-covid19-diagnosed-case


 

 

• When COVID-19 cases occur within the school, the school will notify our community (particularly in 

the early phases of managing cases during February 2022) to advise staff and families that: 

o There has been a COVID-19 case at the school (keeping all details confidential) 

o To monitor for symptoms and to stay home if unwell 

o If symptoms occur at school, the student or staff member should be isolated from other members 

of the school and sent home as soon as possible. 

o To get tested if unwell 

• This advice will be provided each time a case is identified at the school, as part of our regular updates 

to staff and families (via letter through our App and email). 

• A student or staff member who has tested positive to COVID-19 will follow the relevant QH advice and 

QH protocols for diagnosed cases of COVID-19. 

• They may end their isolation period in line with the QH protocols for ending isolation.  

 

https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/stay-informed/i-have-covid/what-to-do-if-i-have-covid
https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/current-status/public-health-directions/confirmed-cases-and-close-contacts/isolation-covid19-diagnosed-case
https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/current-status/public-health-directions/confirmed-cases-and-close-contacts/isolation-covid19-diagnosed-case
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https://www.health.qld.gov.au/system-governance/legislation/cho-public-health-directions-under-expanded-public-health-act-powers/public-health-face-mask-requirements-direction


▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

o 

o 

o 

o 

▪ 

• 

• 

• 

o 

o 

o 

o 

• 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/current-status/public-health-directions/confirmed-cases-and-close-contacts/isolation-covid19-diagnosed-case
https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/current-status/public-health-directions/confirmed-cases-and-close-contacts/close-contacts
https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/current-status/public-health-directions/confirmed-cases-and-close-contacts/critically-essential-worker-requirements
https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/current-status/urgent-covid-19-update
https://qed.qld.gov.au/covid19?utm_source=edu-website&utm_medium=home-page-tabs&utm_campaign=qed-popular-links&utm_content=item2-novel-coronavirus
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