
 

 
 

 

 

METERED STANDPIPE 
SAFE USE OF METERED STANDPIPE 

 
The following is a suggested guide to the safe use of metered standpipes. 
 
Before fitting standpipes to hydrants, all reasonable precautions should be taken to avoid hazards or 
injury to pedestrians and motorists and the person using the metered hydrant. This may require 
barricading, witches hats, traffic control etc. Standpipe operators must ensure that the work area is 
supervised while water is being drawn through Metered Standpipes.  
 
 

1. Remote hydrant lid if applicable; BE CAREFUL – SNAKES, BEES, SPIDERS and other 
NASTIES LIKE TO LIVE IN HYDRANT BOXES. 

 
2. Wind the top handle on standpipe in anti-clockwise direction;  

 
3. Wind the standpipe’s bottom lugs down to the end of the threads;  

 
4. Remove the protective cap if applicable;  

 
5. Place standpipe on hydrant top;  

 
6. Turn standpipe by the large handles in a clockwise direction until standpipe’s bottom lugs 

locate fully under the hydrant hooks and continue turning until firm (Failure to locate lugs 
completely, may result in serious injury);  

 
7. Turn the top handle of the standpipe in a clockwise direction to turn the water on; slowly 

 
8. To turn water off, slowly turn top handle in an anti-clockwise direction until water stops 

completely;  
 

9. If water fails to stop, slowly wind the top handle down in a clockwise direction slowly until 
resistance is felt, and then wind back up slowly, in an anti-clockwise direction (repeat a 
couple of times until dirt is dislodged or mushroom is seated squarely);  

 
10. If this fails to shut the water off please call Hinchinbrook Shire Council on 47 764 600 for 

assistance;  
 

11. Do not strike top handle with a hammer or with a similar object, as this will damage the 
thread on the spindle, causing it to rise upward suddenly under pressure, possibly causing 
serious injury;  

 
12. To remove the standpipe, completely close the top handle, (make certain that water flow 

has completely stopped) and wind the standpipe’s large handle in an anti clockwise 
direction until the standpipe’s bottom lugs disengage, lift the standpipe from the hydrant;  

 
13. Replace the hydrant’s protective cap if applicable, and replace the hydrant cover. 

 


