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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THOSE WHO SHAPED THE HINCHINBROOK WAY

Hinchinbrook Shire Council acknowledges the many people and cultures who have helped shape our community
over time. We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the lands across the Shire — the Nywaigi, Warrgamay, and
Bandjin peoples — and recognise their deep and enduring connection to country. Their stories, knowledge, and
custodianship continue to enrich the identity of our region.

We also pay tribute to the generations of people from diverse backgrounds and cultures who have made
Hinchinbrook their home, bringing with them traditions, skills, and values that contribute to our shared way of
life.

We recognise the service and sacrifice of our local defence personnel — past and present —whose commitment
has helped safeguard the freedoms and values we uphold today. Council is committed to fostering an inclusive,
respectful, and resilient community — one that values all those who have helped shape the Hinchinbrook of
today and continue to contribute to its future.

ENDORSEMENT
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Introduction

Hinchinbrook Shire Council is proud to present the 2026-2027 Budget, outlining Council's financial plan and
priorities for the year ahead.

This Budget details how Council will responsibly allocate resources to deliver essential services, maintain and
improve infrastructure, and support the needs of our community. It reflects the actions within Council's Annual
Operational Plan and aligns with the strategic direction set out in our five-year Corporate Plan.

This document serves as a clear and transparent guide to how your rates will be invested — showing where
funding is directed, which projects are prioritised, and how we are balancing immediate community needs with
long-term financial sustainability.

The 2026-2027 Budget has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Local Government Act
2009and Local Government Regulation 2012, which govern the preparation and content of local government
budgets in Queensland.

It is designed to inform all stakeholders — residents, ratepayers, businesses, employees, community
organisations, and government agencies — and to support informed decision-making.

This Budget reflects Council's ongoing commitment to accountability, transparency, and responsible financial
management, as we work together to support the lifestyle, prosperity, and future of Hinchinbrook Shire for
generations to come.
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We're proud to be home to
some truly remarkable wonders
— from the Victoria Sugar Mill,
one of the largest in Australia,
to the Lucinda Sugar Wharf,
the longest service jetty in

the southern hemisphere,
stretching an incredible 5.8km
into the Coral Sea.

Add to that the breathtaking
Wallaman Falls, Australia’s
highest permanent single-
drop waterfall, and the
internationally recognised
TYTO Wetlands, where more
than 230 bird species make
their home.

TYTO Wetlands have a bird
species diversity that rivals
Kakadu National Parkin a
space 18,000 times smaller.

Our region also offers some of
the best fishing in the country,
with the Hinchinbrook Channel
and surrounding waterways
considered a world-class
fishing destination.

And we're especially proud that
Hinchinbrook is a wonderful
place to retire — with our

warm climate, strong sense of
community, and exceptional
natural beauty making it the
perfect place to enjoy life at
any age.

Our region’s output generates

$0.76B
i

Agriculture and
manufacturing

are our largest industries

4,823

local jobs

1'2861

businesses registered

0,9.9.0 o

WA
5,162

employed residents,

' FNQROC 2025 Shire of Hinchinbrook
https://economy.id.com.au/fnqroc/
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Mayor’s Message

Hinchinbrook Shire Council has always endeavoured to keep annual rate increases as low as possible in
recognition of the unique pressures our community faces, including recurring natural disasters and an ageing
population. Whilst this philosophy has not always enabled Council to recover the true cost of delivering
services, Council has managed to absorb costs; however, thisis no longer proving possible.

Costs are escalating at levels significantly above past growth and creating budget overruns that cannot be
accommodated. In the past financial year alone, the cost of providing fundamental services has increased by
30 per cent across the board and, across most areas, rapid cost escalation due to external impacts have
resulted in significant unplanned expenditure.

The longer this is left unaddressed, the harder it becomes to remain financially sustainable.

To respond, and while continuing our past approach as far as possible, Council has been required this year to
rethink its rating strateqgy. User-pays is not a new concept for Council, but this budget places greater emphasis
on applying it consistently across services to better reflect actual usage and the cost of delivering those
services.

To this end, Council considered a number of strategies and implemented key changes, including increasing the
rate capping threshold from 10 per cent to 30 per cent, introducing a single residential rating category,
increasing the minimum general rate, and adjusting multi-unit rates to better reflect the true cost of service
delivery and align more closely with comparable strata-titled properties.

Council will adopt a general rate increase of 4.5 per cent, with most households experiencing an increase of
$1.70 per week or less. Across all rates, levies and charges, the overall increase is 5.21 per cent, equating to
around $4.01 per week for a typical household. This supports essential services such as water supply, waste
collection, sewerage systems and the infrastructure that keeps our community functioning.

While most ratepayers will see the general increase, those who have experienced significant valuation changes,
were previously subject to rate capping, or own multi-unit properties may see a higher adjustment.

The removal of rate capping was not a decision taken lightly; however, it was a necessary step.

While capping has helped soften the impact of increasing land valuations over time, it has also shifted the true
rating liability away from the benefitted property and onto others. This means properties not subject to rate
capping have effectively been subsidising those that are.

At the same time, Council is facing rising costs across all areas of operation. Like households and businesses,
we are dealing with higher fuel prices, materials and service delivery costs, many of which are outside of our
control. In response, Council is tightening operations, reducing non-essential spending, and focusing on what is
necessary. This is a back-to-basics budget focused on delivering essential services responsibly in a time of
rising costs.

Council's operational budget for the coming year is $53.1million. This funding supports the day-to-day services
that keep the community running, including roads and drainage maintenance, water and sewer operations,
waste services, and the upkeep of parks, public spaces and community facilities.

A significant part of this investment is in Council’s workforce, who deliver these services on the ground —
maintaining infrastructure, operating essential systems, managing public spaces, and supporting day-to-day
service delivery across the Shire.

Council also continues to invest in environmental management and sustainability, including waste education
programs, landfill management, and biosecurity initiatives to protect our natural environment and agricultural
land. Ongoing work in flood recovery and drainage improvements also supports long-term community
resilience.
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At the same time, Council is improving how services are delivered through stronger asset management,
maintenance planning, and targeted upgrades to systems and processes to improve efficiency and customer
outcomes.

Not everything can be delivered at once. There are real constraints around resources, capability, time, materials
and funding, and Council must remain focused on its core responsibility — delivering essential services,
maintaining infrastructure, and supporting the day-to-day needs of the community.

Overall, this budget represents a $67.2 million investment in the community, including a $14.1 million capital
works program delivering 49 projects across the Shire.

This includes around $4 million in roads and drainage upgrades, $6.1million in water and sewer infrastructure,
$700,000 in fleet and equipment, $1.2 million in buildings and facilities, and $2.1 million in community and
sustainability projects. These works focus on road improvements, drainage upgrades, water and sewer
reliability, facility upgrades, and enhancements to parks and public spaces.

More than half of these projects are funded through external grants, allowing Council to deliver essential
infrastructure while reducing the impact on ratepayers.

Council also continues to support the community through targeted assistance, including approximately
$110,000 in rate discounts for not-for-profit organisations, a 20 per cent pensioner rebate up to $200, and
around $130,000 in community grants and arts development funding. These measures help support vulnerable
residents and strengthen community life.

Council continues to fund services that are provided free or subsidised for the benefit of the community,
including libraries, community facilities and local events, all of which carry ongoing operational costs.

Importantly, the community also plays a role. Reducing waste, recycling, saving water and making everyday
choices that reduce demand on services can help manage long-term costs.

Looking ahead, the financial outlook will remain challenging. Acting now allows Council to take a balanced and
responsible approach, ensuring services continue. Local government is the closest level of government to the
community, yet we are increasingly being asked to do more with limited resources, and funding has not kept
pace with demand. This is a back-to-basics budget focused on what matters most — delivering essential
services, maintaining infrastructure, and putting Council on a sustainable path for the years ahead.

INSERT SIGNATURE UPON ADOPTION

MAYOR RAMON JAYO
HINCHINBROOK SHIRE COUNCIL
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Budget Shapshot

5.21%

overall rates,
waste, water,
and sewerage
charges
increase
which is

$4.01

per week

$67.2M

overall budget
including:

$53.1M

operational
budget and

$14.1M

capital works
budget for
49 projects

30%
capping for
sugar cane,
forestry and
rural land

4.5%

general rate
increase with

84% of 5,195

residential
ratepayers will
see increases of
$1.70 per week
orless

Multi unit
properties
higher increase
applied tobetter
reflect service
costs Rates
aligned more
closely with
strata-titled
equivalents

User-pays
water system
Pricing based

on actual water use
Supports cross-subsidy

betweentowand high
users

S110K

rates discounts
for not-
for-profit
organisations

Community’s
role to

help keep
maintenance
costs down:

Reduce
waste,
recycle and
save water

S130K

forlocal
community
grants and art
development
support

20%
rebate
foreligible
pensionersin
addition to
state
concession




Project highlights

&

$4M roads and drainage

$990,000 Bridge replacement at Macknade Creek
$810,000 Kerb and Channel Renewal Program
$367,816 Gravel Resheeting Program

$300,000 Annual Bitumen Reseal Program
$300,000 Cooks Lane, Cordelia

$300,000 Lannercost Extension Road, Lannercost

@
$6.1M water and sewerage

$5.11IM Extension of reticulated sewerage along Townsville
Road and Sir Arthur Fadden Parade, Ingham

$500,000 Sewer rising main duplication for pump station
$265,000 Water Main Replacement Program

$70,000 Design to extend sewer line from Ingham
Showgrounds to Warrens Hill

$70,000 Repair and replace water monitoring bores

@

$2.1M community and sustainability

$1M Enterprise resource platform review

$250,000 Pump track at Merv Whacker Park, Ingham
$86,000 Cassady Creek boat ramp studies

$75,000 Development of waste master plan

$68,000 Design of leachate management

TE T
T

$1.2M buildings and structures

$579,750 Infrastructure upgrade at Vince Corbett Park
$166,000 Macknade water reservoir roof replacements
$100,000 Facilities Roof Renewal Program

$100,000 Lighting upgrades at Hinchinbrook Shire Library
$100,000 Foyer refurbishment at JL Kelly Theatre

O\

202 O

$0.7M fleet, plant and equipment

$500,000 Fleet Replacement Program
$183,437 Technology infrastructure uplift
$40,570 Replacement of playground equipment
at Leo Park, Trebonne

This budget will
help us maintain our

32km
footpaths and
cycleways

A
6,591

rateable
properties

employees

9,908
customer
service
requests

80
parks and
playgrounds

S8

21
tenders
awarded

o

n
community
faciliites

'x@
o

2,835
permits for
travellers to
stayat 3RV

parks

operations...

)

=,

o

24,000
tonnes
of waste
processed

10,923
consumers
delivered
drinking
water

Pl

278km
water mains

ik

16,197
patrons to
TYTO Regional
Art Gallery

2

429
development
and building
applications

i@

2,847
sewage
connections

/)

2
landfills

The above figures are based from the
2024-2025 Hinchinbrook Shire Council

Annual Report
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Budget Summary

The Local Government Act 2009(the Act)and Local Government Regulation 2012 require local governments to
consider the longer term when managing their finances.

Copies of the relevant sections of the legislation and the requirements of Council have been included in this
document for the purpose of informing the community of this obligation.

Hinchinbrook Shire Council has taken this responsibility seriously and has been working to ensure that while
this is a legislative requirement, it is also a good governance and management practice to ensure that Council
remains financially viable and planning becomes part of the way that we regularly do business.

The Act provides for autonomy when preparing our budgets. However, with autonomy also comes
accountability, and a set of local government principles are contained within Chapter 1Section 4 of the Act.

To ensure the system of local government is accountable, effective, efficient and sustainable, Parliamentary
Counsel requires:

(a) anyone who is performing a responsibility under this Act to do so in accordance with the local government
principles; and

(b) anyaction that is taken under this Act to be taken in a way that —
(i) is consistent with the local government principles; and

(i)  providesresults that are consistent with the local government principles, in as far as the results are
within the control of the person who is taking the action.

The local government principles are —
(a) transparent and effective processes, and decision making in the public interest;

(b)  sustainable development and management of assets and infrastructure, and delivery of effective
services;

(c) democratic representation, social inclusion and meaningful community engagement;

(d) goodgovernance of, and by, local government; and

(e) ethicaland legal behaviour of Councillors, local government employees and Councillor advisors.
Council's 2026-2027 Budget has been prepared in accordance with these quiding principles.

Visit https://www.hinchinbrook.ald.gov.au/our-council/policies-and-procedures/ for the Revenue Statement
Policy.
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Our Objectives

The Budget for the financial year is derived from the key strategies defined in our 2035 Hinchinbrook Liveability
Strategy, 2025-2030 Corporate Plan, and our Annual Operational Plan.

The 2025-2030 Corporate Plan will act as a building block towards successfully delivering these objectives
through the identification of key goals, strategies and performance indicators to achieve our vision.

The Annual Operational Plan is a framework for our operational delivery and targets over the next 12 months.
Council's key themes across our suite of strategic planning documents adopted on 26 June 2025 are:

O O

e o g

Connected Resilient Authentic Aspirational

2026-2027 Budget |12
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Hinchinbrook Shire Council
Statement of Income and Expenditure

Income

Recurrent revenue
Recurrent revenue
Gross rates, levies and charges
Discounts and remissions
Net rates, levies and charges
Fees and charges
Interest received
Rental income
Sales revenue
Other income
Grants and subsidies

Total recurrent revenue

Expenses

Recurrent expenses
Employee benefits
Capitalised wages
Net Employee benefits
Finance costs
Materials and services
Depreciation

Total recurrent expenses
Net operating result profit/{loss)

Capital revenue
Grants and subsidies
Contributions from developers

Total capital revenue
Capital expenses
Net result
Movement in asset revaluation reserve

Total comprehensive income for the year

Rates, Levies and Charges

Amended
Budget
(BR3) Budget Forecast Forecast
2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29
$000 $000 $000 $000
31,578 33,223 34,332 35,623
(323) (353) (244) (244)
31,255 32,870 34,088 35,379
1,731 1,748 1,811 1,879
1,740 2,181 2,095 1,902
222 216 224 232
1,431 1,415 1,466 1,521
2,387 23 24 25
22,196 2,964 3,071 3,186
60,962 41,417 42,777 44,123
(20,544) (20,870)  (21,693) (22,610)
743 596 669 706
(19,800) (20,274)  (21,024)  (21,904)
(87) (77) (80) (83)
(24,636) (18,780)  (19,456)  (20,186)
(12,114) (14,027)  (14,654)  (14,929)
(56,637) (53,158)  (55,214)  (57,102)
4,325 (11,741) (12,436) (12,978)
6,941 8,687 4,938 5,096
6,941 8,687 4,938 5,096
(105) 57 - -
11,161 (2,997) (7,498) (7,882)
11,161 (2,997) (7,498) (7,882)

Rates, Levies and Charges include amounts invoiced for general rates, sewerage, water, water
consumption, waste management and cleansing. The total change in gross rates and utility charges

between 2025-2026 Budget and 2026-2027 Budget is 5.21%.



Hinchinbrook Shire Council

Statement of Financial Position

Assets
Current assets

Cash and cash equivalents
Trade and other receivables

Inventories
Contract assets
Other assets

Total current assets

Non-current assets

Property, plant and equipment

Total non-current assets

Total assets

Liabilities
Current liabilities
Trade and other payables
Provisions
Contract liabilities
Other liabilities

Total current liabilities

Non-current liabilities
Provisions

Total non-current liabilities

Total liabilities
Net community assets

Community equity
Asset revaluation surplus

Retained surplus/{deficiency)

Total community equity

Amended
Budget
(BR3) Budget Forecast Forecast
2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29
$000 $000 $000 $000
47,788 47,776 47,696 43,913
4,868 3,225 3,335 3,470
730 835 835 835
997 Q97 Q97 997
1,812 1,328 1,328 1,328
56,194 54,160 54,191 50,544
446,742 444,621 438261 435,721
446,742 444,621 438,261 435,721
502,936 498,781 492,452 486,265
4,146 3,361 3,473 3,617
13,469 13,469 13,469 13,469
20,574 20,574 20,574 20,574
428 54 54 54
38,617 37,458 37,570 37,714
22,911 22,911 22,911 22,911
22,911 22,911 22,911 22911
61,528 60,369 60,481 60,625
441,408 438,412 431,971 425,640
288,778 288,780 289,837 291,388
152,630 149,632 142,134 134,251
441,408 438,412 431,971 425,640




Hinchinbrook Shire Council

Statement of Changes in Equity

Total equity movement
Balance at beginning of period
Net result for the period
Revaluations/transfers
Total comprehensive income for the year
Balance at end of period

Retained surplus/(deficit) movement
Balance at beginning of period

Net result for the period
Balance at end of period

Asset revaluation surplus movement

Balance at beginning of period
Revaluations/transfers

Balance at end of period

Amended
Budget
(BR3) Budget Forecast Forecast
202526 2026-27 202728 202829
$000 $000 $000 $000
430,246 441,408 438,412 431,971
11,161 {(2,997) (7,498) (7,882)
1 2 1,057 1,552
11,162 (2,995) (6,442) (6,331)
441,408 438,412 431,971 425,640
141,469 152,630 149,632 142,134
11,161 (2,997) (7,498) (7,882)
152,630 149,632 142,134 134,251
288,777 288,778 288,780 289,837
1 2 1,057 1,552
288,778 288,780 289,837 291,388




Hinchinbrook Shire Council
Statement of Cash Flows

Cash flows from operating activities
Receipts from customers
Payments to suppliers and employees
Interest received
Net cash inflow (outflow) from operating activities

Cash flows from investing activities
Capital grants, subsidies, contributions and donaticns
Payments for property, plant and equipment

Net cash inflow (outflow) from investing activities

Cash flows from financing activities
Proceeds from borrowings
Repayment of borrowings
Net cash inflow (outflow) from financing activities

Net increase (decrease) in cash and cash equivalent held

Cash and cash equivalents at beginning of the financial year

Cash and cash equivalents at end of the financial year

Amended
Budget
(BR3) Budget Forecast Forecast
2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29
$000 $000 $000 $000

56,993 40,878 40,573 42,086
(44,253)  (40,021)  (40,447) (42,029)
1,740 2,181 2,095 1,902
14,481 3,038 2,220 1,959
11,941 8,687 4,938 5,096
(15,707)  (11,737) (7,238) (10,838)
(3,766) (3,050) (2,300) (5,742)
10,715 (12) (80) (3,783)
37,073 47,788 47,776 47,696
47,788 47,776 47,696 43,913
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PROJECTS PROJECT COUNCIL GRANT TOTAL

CLASS FUNDING FUNDING COST
Cold room replacement at Hinchinbrook Shire  Buildings and
Hall structures $75,000 SO $75,000
Facilities Roof Renewal Program Buildings and

structures $100,000 SO $100,000
Lighting upgrades at Hinchinbrook Shire Buildings and
Library structures $100,000 SO $100,000
New disability platform lift for 26m pool at Buildings and
Hinchinbrook Aquatic Centre structures $65,000 SO $65,000
Macknade water reservoir roof replacements Buildings and

structures $166,000 SO $166,000
Foyer refurbishment at JL Kelly Theatre Buildings and

structures SO $100,000* $100,000
Infrastructure upgrade at Vince Corbett Park,  Buildings and
Forrest Beach structures SO $579,750* $579,750
Culvert Renewal Program Drainage $60,000 SO $60,000
Design for Drainage Improvement Program Drainage $30,000 SO $30,000
Fleet Replacement Program Fleet $500,000 SO $500,000
Leachate storage tanks Land and land

improvements $190,000 SO $190,000
Ingham Memorial Gardens pathway Land and land
improvement improvements $5,000 SO $5,000
Walking track upgrade at Taylors Beach Land and land
foreshore improvements $11,011 SO S11,011
Half basketball court at Merv Whacker Park, Land and land
Ingham improvements SO $50,000* $50,000
Half basketball court at Leo Park, Trebonne Land and land

improvements SO $40,000* $40,000
Pump track at Merv Whacker Park, Ingham Land and land

improvements SO $250,000* $250,000
Playground revamp design for Borello Park, Land and land
Lucinda improvements SO $40,000* $40,000
Enhancement of Riverview Park, Halifax Land and land

improvements S0 $10,000* $10,000

2026-2027 Budget |19
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PROJECTS PROJECT COUNCIL GRANT TOTAL

CLASS FUNDING FUNDING COST
Hinchinbrook Shire Council 150" anniversary Non-asset
publication related $20,000 SO $20,000
Cassady Creek boat ramp studies Non-asset

related $86,000 SO $86,000
Development of waste master plan Non-asset

related $75,000 SO $75,000
Enterprise resource platform review Non-asset

related $1,000,000 SO $1,000,000
Kopper log bollards at Leo Park, Trebonne Non-asset

related $7,900 SO $7,900
Design of leachate management Non-asset

related $68,000 SO $68,000
Legal claim management of Warrens Hill
Resource Recovery and Landfill Centre's cell Non-asset
one landfill capping design related $309,120 S0 $309,120
Replacement of playground equipmentat Leo  Plantand
Park, Trebonne equipment $40,570 S0 $40,570
Technology infrastructure uplift Plant and

equipment $183,437 SO $183,437
Kerb and Channel Renewal Program schedule
for:
e (Gorton Street, Trebonne
e Miles Street, Ingham
e Trebonne Road, Trebonne Roads $810,000 SO $810,000
Design of Kerb and Channel Renewal Program  Roads $30,000 SO $30,000
Macknade Creek bridge replacement,
0ld Wharf Road, Macknade Roads $198,000 $792,000** $990,000
Design of Pavement Renewal Program Roads $40,000 SO $40,000
Stallans Lane road widening Roads $120,000 SO $120,000
Annual Bitumen Reseal Program Roads 0 $300,000**  $300,000
Gravel Resheeting Program Roads 0 $367,816%** $367,816
Cooks Lane, Cordelia Roads $150,000 $150,000****  $300,000

2026-2027 Budget | 20
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PROJECTS PROJECT COUNCIL GRANT TOTAL
CLASS FUNDING FUNDING COST

Lannercost Extension Road, Lannercost Roads $150,000 $150,000***  $300,000

Menzies Street, Ingham Roads $110,000 $110,000****  $220,000

Taylors Beach Road drainage review Roads $15,756 $15,756**** $31,512

Upgrade of Venables Crossing Road,

Lannercost Roads $79,924 §79,924**** $159,848

Car park upgrade at Ingham Showgrounds Roads 0 $65,000* $65,000

Improved parking at Merv Whacker Park,

Ingham Roads 0 $50,000* $50,000

Detailed planning for Taylors Beach Seawalk Roads 0 $125,000* $125,000

Design to extend sewer line from Ingham

Showgrounds to Warrens Hill Sewerage $70,000 SO $70,000

Extension of reticulated sewerage at

Sir Arthur Fadden Parade, Ingham Sewerage $10,000 $974,365*****  $984,365

Extension of reticulated sewerage

along Townsville Road, Ingham to Toobanna Sewerage 0 $4,132,638***** $4,132,538

Sewer rising main duplication for

sewer pump station 1 Sewerage $500,000 SO $500,000

Sewerage Pump Replacement Program Sewerage $60,000 SO $60,000

Repair and replace water monitoring bores Water $70,000 SO $70,000

Water Main Replacement Program Water $265,000 SO $265,000

TOTAL $5,770,718 $8,382,149 14,152,867

* The Works for Queensland Program is proudly funded by the Queensiand Government in partnership

with Hinchinbrook Shire Councii.

** This is funded by the Australian Government’s Safer [ ocal Roads and Infrastructure Program in

association with Hinchinbrook Shire Council.

*** This is funded by the Australia Governments Roads to Recovery Program in association with

Hinchinbrook Shire Council.

% This is funded by the Queensland Government through the Transport Infrastructure Development
Scheme (TIDS)in partnership with Hinchinbrook Shire Council.

% This is funded by the Queensland Government through the Residential Activation Fund in

partnership with Hinchinbrook Shire Council.
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General Rating

Council raises revenue through general rates to fund services, maintain assets, and support the ongoing
governance and administration of the Shire. In line with the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council applies
a differential general rating scheme.

This approach ensures a fair distribution of rates by taking into account differences in land values, land use, and
the level and cost of services provided to different properties.

Properties are grouped into rating categories based on defined criteria, with each category assigned arate in
the dollar, a minimum general rate, and any applicable limits on increases.

Visit https://www.hinchinbrook.qld.gov.au/our-council/policies-and-procedures/ for the Revenue Statement

Policy.
RATING RATING CATEGORY DESCRIPTION IDENTIFICATION RATEIN MINIMUM LIMITATION
CATEGORY THES GENERAL (CAP)
RATE(S)

2. Residential Land used, or capable of being used for Land having the 0.011212 1,272.60 No limit

purpose of a single residential land use codes of

dwelling. 01, 02, 04, 05, 06,

08,09 or 72.

4. Multiunits - Land used for the purpose of multiple  Land having the 0.017269 2 095.00 No limit
2 units residential units with 2 dwelling units  land use code of 03.

within the one title
5. Multiunits - Land used for the purpose of multiple  Land having the 0.017269 2,947.00 No limit
3 units residential units with 3 dwelling units  land use code of 03.

within the one title
6. Multi units - Land used for the purpose of multiple  Land having the 0.017269 3,800.00 No limit
4 units residential units with 4 dwelling units  land use code of 03.

within the one title.
21. Multiunits  Land used for the purpose of multiple  Land having the 0.017269 4,652.00 No limit
-5 plus residential units with 5 or more land use code of 03.

dwelling units within the one title.
7. Community Land used for community purposes, Land having the 0.01M1173 1,691.20 No limit
purposes including as a sports club or facility, land use codes of

cemetery, library, educational facility, 48, 50-59, 96, 97 or

religious institution, showground, 99.

racecourse, airfield, park, garden or for

commonwealth, state orloca

government purposes.

Land used for commercial purposes, Land having the 0.019862 1,658.90 No limit

8. Commercial

other than land included in category 10.

land use codes of
01,04, 07,10, 1,12,
13,14, 15,17, 18, 19,
20, 21,22, 23, 24,
25, 26, 27, 30, 41,
42,43, 44, 45, 46,
47,49,910r 92.
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10. Drive-in Land used for the purposes of a Land having the 0.025861 19,447.00 No limit
shopping shopping centre with a gross floor area land use code of 16.
centre greater than 3,500 sq. Metres.
1. Industrial Land used for industrial purposes other Land having the 0.019986 1,723.80 No limit
than land included in category 12, 14 land use codes of
and 15. 01, 04, 28, 29, 31,
32,33, 34, 35, 36,
37,38, 39, 40.
12. Quarries Land used for the purpose of Land having the 0.034487  8,323.10 No limit
extractive industries or quarrying land use code of
licensed for more than 5,000 tonnes of  40.
material other than land included in
category 11.
13. Island land Land located on Pelorus Island or 0.0M792 1,691.20 No limit
Orpheus Island.
14. Harbour Land used for the purpose of harbour ~ Land having the 0.0609M 65,352.30 No limit
industries industries including a bulk sugar land use code of 39.
terminal with aland area greater than 5
hectares.
15. Sugar mills Land used for the purposes of sugar Land having the 0.106450 130,697.90 No limit
milling operations. land use code of 35.
18. Sugar cane Land used for the purposes of growing Land having the 0.031876 1,688.30 30%
and forestry sugar cane, or for forestry orlogging.  land use code of 75
or 88.
19. Otherrural Land used for rural purposes, other Land having the 0.010060  1,770.50 30%
land than land included in category 18. land use codes of
60, 61, 64, 65, 66,
67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 73,
74,76,77,78 79,
80, 81,82 ,83 .84,
85, 86, 87, 89, 90,
93, 94, 95.
20. Otherland Land notincluded in any of the above 0.010060  1,770.50 No limit

categories

Council has delegated authority to the CEQ to determine the appropriate rating category for each property, in

line with the Local Government Regulation 2012.

In doing so, the CEQO may refer to the identification guidelines in the rating table, including land use codes
issued by the Department of Natural Resources and Mines, Manufacturing and Regional and Rural Development.
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Limitations on Increases
in Rates and Charges

Council has applied a cap on rate increases for certain rating categories, as outlined in Column 6 of the table
above. From 1July 2026, the general rates for eligible properties will not exceed the previous year's rates plus a
percentage increase determined by Council.

This cap applies to:

. Category 18 - Sugar Cane and Forestry land used for growing sugar cane, forestry or logging; and
. Category 19 - Other Rural land used for rural purposes not included in Category 18.

Capping is subject to the minimum general rate for each category and the provisions below.
Provisions for Capping of General Rates

o Properties sold during the 2025-2026 financial year are not eligible for capping in 2026-2027. Capping
may be reapplied in 2027-2028; and

. Capping does not apply in the year, or the following financial year, where land use changes from an
uncapped category to a capped category.

Visit https://www.hinchinbrook.qld.gov.au/our-council/policies-and-procedures/ for the Revenue Statement
Policy.

Waste Management

Council applies a Waste Management Levy to help fund the delivery of waste services across the Shire. This
includes the operation and management of waste facilities, transfer stations, green waste processing, site
remediation, and meeting environmental standards and regulatory requirements.

The levy is based on a full cost recovery model, ensuring the costs of providing waste services, including
overheads, are shared fairly across the community.

For 2026-2027, a Waste Management Levy of $222.78 per annum will be applied equally to all rateable
properties. This approach recognises that all properties benefit from waste services and ensures transparency
in how these services are funded, separate from general rates.

Residents can also play their part by reducing the amount of waste sent to landfill and making the most of
recycling opportunities. Guidance on what goes in each bin is available on Council's website, and schools or
community groups are encouraged to contact Council on (07) 4776 4600 to learn more about available programs
and involvement opportunities.
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Water Charges

Council charges for water services under a two-part pricing structure, in line with the Local Government
Regqulation 2012.

This approach supports water conservation, provides an equitable and user-pays system, and ensures the full
cost of delivering water services is recovered.

Water charges include:

. A consumption charge based on actual water use; and

o A base charge which applies to each property or connection.

For 2026-2027, the consumption charge is $1.29 per kilolitre, with water meters read twice yearly.
A minimum charge applies per meter, and higher-use customers may have negotiated rates.

The annual base charge is $523.98, calculated based on the size and number of water meter connections or,
where applicable, the number of residential uses on a property.

Charges apply regardless of whether the property is occupied.

Ratepayers can sign up to Hinchinbrook H20 (https://h20.hinchinbrook.gld.gov.au/). This is a handy tool that
provides water consumption information. Email and SMS alerts can be set so ratepayers are notified of water
leaks and high consumption within days of occurrence.

Sewerage Charges

Council applies sewerage charges on a per-tenement basis to fund the construction, operation, maintenance
and management of sewerage services across the Shire. These charges are based on a full cost recovery
model, ensuring the cost of providing sewerage services, including overheads, is shared fairly. For 2026-2027,
the sewerage charge is $993.70 per tenement, per annum.

Charges apply to all properties within sewered areas where Council is prepared to accept sewage, regardless of
whether the property is connected or occupied. Where multiple dwellings or uses exist on a property, each is
charged on anindividual tenement basis. Council retains discretion to determine the number of tenements
applied in cases where land use does not align with standard classifications.

Council works hard to maintain and protect the sewerage system and keep operating costs as low as possible
for the community. One of the simplest ways to support this is by only flushing the three Ps — pee, poo and
paper —and placing all other items in the general waste bin. ltems such as disposable nappies, sanitary
products, incontinence pads, disinfectant wipes (including so-called flushable wipes), paper towels, gloves,
cloths, bandages, fats, grease and oils do not break down in the sewer network. Instead, they can cause
blockages and damage infrastructure. When blockages occur, Council crews must manually clear pipes and
repair pumps, resulting in costly and time-consuming work. These costs ultimately impact service delivery
across the community. Blockages in private plumbing can also result in additional costs for property owners
who may need to engage a plumber. In addition, sewer blockages can lead to overflows, which pose risks to the
environment, waterways, wildlife and public health. Maintaining the system relies on everyone doing their part
to use it correctly.
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Cleansing Utility Charge

Pursuant to section 99(1) of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council will levy a utility charge for domestic
refuse services. Charges apply from the earlier of the service commencement date or the issue of a final
inspection certificate (Form 21) and/or classification certification. Waste services are not provided to
non-residential properties.

A kerbside service is provided to occupied residential properties within the declared waste area, consisting of:
One 240-litre general waste bin (weekly); and

One 240-litre recycling bin (fortnightly).

Charges are set to recover the full cost of service provision, including overheads.
2026-2027 Charges

. Rateable land: $333.40 p.a. (standard service)

o Non-rateable land (first service): $535.90 p.a.

o Additional standard service: $333.40 p.a.

o Additional general waste (weekly, 240L): $259.52 p.a.

o Additional recycling (fortnightly, 240L): $182.14 p.a.

Application of Charge

Land is deemed occupied where:

o A service existed at 1July 2026;

o Council or an authorised officer requires a service;
o A service isrequested; or
o A building is present and suitable for occupation.

No refund applies where premises are unoccupied.

Charges for non-rateable land are levied on the service beneficiary. Each separate residential use on one
assessment will be charged individually.

Unserviceable Properties

Where a kerbside service cannot be provided, no charge will be levied. Owners must dispose of waste at
nominated Council facilities. Determination is made by Council.
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BROWN LANE SPECIAL RATE

OVERALL PLAN 2026-2027

1. Description of Facility to which Overall Plan Applies

This Overall Plan applies to the construction of Brown Lane Ingham as a rear access to the benefitted
properties.

The construction provides a sealed access with entrance from Euclid Street Ingham, culminating in a
circular cul-de-sac with the total area of the new road comprising 442m?.

Prior to construction the benefitted properties have agreed in writing to give up land identified for the
road purposes to Council and contribute $40,000 per property to capital costs of construction to be paid
over a 20-year period.

2. The Rateable Land to which the Special Charge Applies
o Lot 1110 on SP272679, Parish Trebonne;
o Lot 11 on SP288756, Parish Trebonne; and
o Lot 12 on 122433, Parish Trebonne.

3. Estimated Cost for Implementing the Overall Plan

The agreement with the benefitted property owners for a $40,000 contribution per owner to the capital
costs of construction was based on the estimated cost for carrying out the Overall Plan of $120,000. The
final construction cost exceeded the estimated amount.

4,  Estimated Time for Implementing this Overall Plan

The construction of Brown Lane Ingham was completed and added to the Hinchinbrook Shire Asset
Register on 10 July 2015.

A Special Rate adopted in conjunction with this Overall Plan is payable by the owners of the identified
rateable land at $2,000 per annum over 20 years with the first payment due in 2017-2018 and the last in
2036-2037.

5. Legal Parameters
. Local Government Act 2009; and

o Local Government Regulation 2012.

6. Associated Documents
o 2026-2027 Revenue Statement Policy.
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BAMBAROO RURAL FIRE BRIGADE

OVERALL PLAN 2026-2027

1. Key Activities

The Bambaroo Rural Fire Brigade area covers properties in the locality of Bambaroo in the Hinchinbrook
Shire. The Brigade's key activities/services include:

. Targeting areas to burn and hazard reduction burns to the main road of property owners. These
areas are Helens Hill Plains to Bambaroo Hills on the Bruce Highway;

o To have a brigade meeting before the start of the fire season;

o To keep in touch with fellow brigade members throughout the year;

o To hold training sessions during the first six months of the year; and

. To discuss fire hazards before the season so the hazard reduction scheme is effective.

2. The Rateable Land to which the Special Charge Applies

The special rate will apply to all rateable land situated within the area identified on the map numbered
2025/ 4.

3. Estimated Cost for Implementing the Overall Plan

The Brigade has advised Council that implementation of the Overall Plan for 2026-2027 is likely to cost
$6,265 for operational costs. Unused funds will be set aside towards purchasing a new generator and
installing a training room and toilet and shower facilities.

The Brigade has requested Council to levy each parcel of rateable land an amount of $10 per annum for at
least the next year. This charge will raise $1,190.00 per annum to be contributed to the Bambaroo Rural
Fire Brigade.

4,  Estimated Time for Implementing this Overall Plan

This Overall Plan covers the 2026-2027 financial year. It is reviewed, and updated as required, on an
annual basis.

5. Legal Parameters
o Local Government Act 20089,
o Local Government Regulation 2012; and
o Fire and Emergency Services Act 1990.
6. Associated Documents
o 2026-2027 Revenue Statement Policy; and
o Bambaroo Rural Fire Brigade Area Map 2025/4.
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Water
Data Sources & Acknowletgements
While every care is taken to ensure the accuracy of the data used on this map, the Council nor any data providers T Al A
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CRYSTAL CREEK RURAL FIRE BRIGADE

OVERALL PLAN 2026-2027

1. Key Activities

The Crystal Creek Rural Fire Brigade area covers properties in both Hinchinbrook Shire and neighbouring
Townsville City Council rural areas.

2. The Rateable Land to which the Special Charge Applies

The special rate will apply to all rateable land situated within the area identified on the map numbered
2025/4.

3. Estimated Cost for Implementing the Overall Plan

The Brigade has requested Council to levy each parcel of rateable land an amount of SO per annum for at
least the next year. This charge will raise no income to be contributed to the Crystal Creek Rural Fire
Brigade.

4.  Estimated Time for Implementing this Overall Plan

This Overall Plan covers the 2026-2027 financial year. It is reviewed, and updated as required, on an
annual basis.

5. Legal Parameters
o Local Government Act 20089,
o Local Government Requlation 2012; and
o Fire and Emergency Services Act 1990.
6. Associated Documents
o 2026-2027 Revenue Statement Policy; and
. Crystal Creek Rural Fire Brigade Area Map 2025/4.
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SEYMOUR RURAL FIRE BRIGADE

OVERALL PLAN 2026-2027

1. Key Activities

The Seymour Rural Fire Brigade area is located at the northern end of the Hinchinbrook Shire and is
bordered by Girringun National Park to the northwest, the Seymour River to the east and the Herbert River
to the south. The Brigade's key activities/services include:

. Identify, map and monitor fuel load in the Seymour Rural Fire Brigade area. Identified risk areas will
have plans developed to reduce the risk of uncontrolled wildfires;

. Brigade Training will be ongoing as is available from Division. The Brigade will take part in cross
training with the Urban Fire Fighters, including training them in our methods. This is part of the
Queensland Fire and Emergency Service goal of a better understanding between the two divisions;

o Ongoing costs to maintain, repair and upgrade plant and equipment; and
o Response to wildfires.
2. The Rateable Land to which the Special Charge Applies

The special rate will apply to all rateable land situated within the area identified on the map numbered
2025/ 4.

3. Estimated Cost for Implementing the Overall Plan

The Brigade has advised Council that implementation of the Overall Plan for 2026-2027 is likely to cost
$2,890 for operational costs. Unused funds will be set aside towards future building and maintenance
repairs. The Brigade has requested Council to levy each parcel of rateable land an amount of $20 per
annum for at least the next year. This charge will raise $3,080 per annum to be contributed to the
Seymour Rural Fire Brigade.

4.  Estimated Time for Implementing this Overall Plan

This Overall Plan covers the 2026-2027 financial year. It is reviewed, and updated as required, on an
annual basis.

5. Legal Parameters
o Local Government Act 20089,
o Local Government Requlation 2012; and
o Fire and Emergency Services Act 1990.
6. Associated Documents
o 2026-2027 Revenue Statement Policy; and
o Seymour Rural Fire Brigade Area Map 2025/4.
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STONE RIVER RURAL FIRE BRIGADE

OVERALL PLAN 2026-2027

1. Key Activities

The Stone River Rural Fire Brigade area covers properties in the locality of Stone River in the
Hinchinbrook Shire. The Brigade's key activities/services include:

. Put in place procedures for future shed maintenance;

. Carry out all necessary training to ensure all active members are competent in the use of all
equipment;

o Continue to ensure all Brigade equipment is secure;

o Continue to advise new residents of the functions of the Brigade; and

. First Officer to liaise with Fire Wardens on areas that need attention.

2. The Rateable Land to which the Special Charge Applies

The special rate will apply to all rateable land situated within the area identified on the map numbered
2025/ 4.

3. Estimated Cost for Implementing the Overall Plan

The Brigade has advised Council that implementation of the Overall Plan for 2026-2027 is likely to cost
$1,240 for operational costs. Unused funds will be set aside towards future building and maintenance
repairs as well as alonger term plan to build a concrete driveway and shed loft.

The Brigade has requested Council to levy each parcel of rateable land an amount of S30 per annum for at
least the next year. This charge will raise $5,430 per annum to be contributed to the Stone River Rural Fire
Brigade.

4.  Estimated Time for Implementing this Overall Plan

This Overall Plan covers the 2026-2027 financial year. It is reviewed, and updated as required, on an
annual basis.

5. Legal Parameters
o Local Government Act 20089,
o Local Government Regulation 2012; and
o Fire and Emergency Services Act 1990.
6. Associated Documents
o 2026-2027 Revenue Statement Policy; and
o Stone River Fire Brigade Area Map 2025/4.
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TOOBANNA RURAL FIRE BRIGADE

OVERALL PLAN 2026-2027

1. Key Activities

The Toobanna Rural Fire Brigade area covers properties in the locality of Toobanna in the Hinchinbrook
Shire. The Brigade's key activities/services include:

. Fire prevention;

. Fire fighting;

o Hazard reduction burning;

o Public awareness and education;

. Assisting the community at times of emergencies and disasters; and
. Such other functions as the Commissioner may direct.

2. The Rateable Land to which the Special Charge Applies

The special rate will apply to all rateable land situated within the area identified on the map numbered
2025/4.

3. Estimated Cost for Implementing the Overall Plan

The Brigade has advised Council that implementation of the Overall Plan for 2026-2027 is likely to cost
$1,690 for operational costs. Unused funds will be set aside towards future building and maintenance
repairs.

The Brigade has requested Council to levy each parcel of rateable land an amount of $10 per annum for at
least the next year. This charge will raise $3,280 per annum to be contributed to the Toobanna Rural Fire
Brigade.

4,  Estimated Time for Implementing this Overall Plan

This Overall Plan covers the 2026-2027 financial year. It is reviewed, and updated as required, on an
annual basis.

5. Legal Parameters
. Local Government Act 2009;
o Local Government Regulation 2012; and
o Fire and Emergency Services Act 1990.
6. Associated Documents
o 2026-2027 Revenue Statement Policy; and
o Toobanna Rural Fire Brigade Area Map 2025/4.
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