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Experience the Community   Live the Values   Achieve the Success

“Keep thou thy dreams ‒ the tissue of all wings is woven first from them; from dreams are made the 
precious and imperishable things, whose loveliness lives on and does not fade.”  Virna Sheard 

As we come to the end of the first semester of 2017, it is timely to reflect on my ambitions for the College 
since my arrival and the successes and achievements of the students, staff and parents so far this year.  

Education is an extraordinary profession and in many respects the most important in shaping the dreams, 
aspirations and future of any society. The school community holds the lives of young people in its hands 
and carries the weight of responsibility in ensuring that these young people have the necessary provisions 
needed to make a success of the journey they embark on each and every year. This responsibility falls on 
every member of the community and it has been encouraging to see the ways in which the community of 
Good Shepherd has engaged in this role this semester.  

My primary goal at the outset of this year was to engage in developing “leadership”, and I have been 
amazed to see the ways in which student, staff and parent leadership has grown in this community this 
year. Much of this of course is the work of previous years however a strong focus on engaging all levels of 
the community in shaping the events of the college has been rewarded with some great results. Firstly, it 
has been wonderful to see the ways the student leaders have settled into their responsibilities and really 
“stepped up” to lead. The SRC has met regularly every fortnight to articulate student concerns and has 
looked to opportunities to improve student engagement in college life. The College and House Captains 
have been outstanding in their promotion of college events and in encouraging student engagement in the 
life of the college. This year has seen excellent representation at college sporting carnivals, the musical 
production, the Eisteddfod, Confraternity and QISSN (State competitions) and college celebrations and 
social events. 

The staff have been engaged in several teaching and learning development opportunities including; Renew, 
ECSIP, coaching, profiling and curriculum review. The P&F have had an enormously successful start to 
2017 with the highly profitable College Fete, an extraordinary effort which will provide the necessary 
funding for major projects and will add to student support for co-curricular activities. They are now looking 
to provide opportunities for more parent engagement in the college and in particular workshops for parents 
in student support and well-being. The Board has also been extraordinarily busy in developing several new 
College policies and in shaping the direction of resourcing and master planning into the future. The Middle 
and Senior Leadership Teams have been engaged particularly in preparing for the changes that the “new 
senior” will bring, both in changes to curriculum and especially in the nature of assessment and reporting. 
So a very busy and rewarding semester. My thanks to all in the GSCC community who have shared my 
dream for improved leadership at all levels and who have enabled a highly successful and rewarding 
semester. My best wishes to all as we move to our June/July break and I look forward to continuing our 
programs in the next semester, including several new incentives for improved teaching and learning and 
student and staff well-being, all of which I will outline in my next newsletter. 

“Not in the clamor of the crowded street, not in the shouts and plaudits on the throng, but in ourselves are 
triumph and defeat.” ‒ Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

 

From the Principal
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IMPORTANT DATES:

WEDNESDAY 21ST JUNE 
NAIDOC CELEBRATIONS

WEDNESDAY 21ST JUNE, 
LAST DAY OF TERM

FRIDAY 23RD JUNE,        
MOUNT ISA SHOW DAY

MONDAY 10TH JULY,      
1ST DAY OF TERM 3

SATURDAY 8TH JULY - 
FRIDAY 14TH JULY       
YEAR 11 RETREAT

TUESDAY 18TH JULY 
PARENT/TEACHER 

INTERVIEWS

Mr. Senan Keating 
Deputy Principal

As we approach the end of another very busy term, i would like to take this opportunity to thank all 
staff and students for their hard work and dedication to this Semester. Schools are a very busy place 
with lots happening both inside the classroom and outside - it is important that we take the time 
these holidays to relax, refresh, and rejuvenate in preparation for what i am sure will be another 
busy Semester Two.  

End of Semester Report Cards & Parent Teacher Interviews 

Semester One Report Cards will be mailed out to parents in the next few days, and you should start 
to receive these by the end of the week / early next week. 

Mailed with the Student Report Cards, will be information in regards to the Term Three Parent 
Teacher Interviews which are being held on Tuesday 18th July from 3:30pm-7:30pm. The code for 
booking parent-teacher-student interviews is yqaqn. The booking system is open now and will close 
on Monday 17th July 

As you can imagine, report cards only allow us to give you a snapshot of your child's progress, we 
encourage and invite you to book a parent-teacher-student interview to allow for more detailed 
conversations in regards to your child’s learning. 

Senior Phase of Learning Information Night 

Last week we held our Annual Senior Phase of Learning Information Night which focuses on the 
transition from Year 10 into Year 11 & 12. It was great to see so many parents and students attend 
this important night, which gives students and parents a chance to talk with our Curriculum Leaders 
and Senior Teachers as they begin making some of the important decisions around choosing their 
subjects for 2018. 

I would like to thank our Curriculum Leaders and Senior Teachers who spend a great deal of time 
preparing for events such as this, ensuring that students are well equipped with the knowledge 
necessary to make the right choices for subjects that will lead them towards their desired career 
paths. 

I would also like to thank Mrs Laura Shelley, Mrs Janelle Troxell and our Senior Hospitality students 
who prepared and served the food for this event. We have such talented and dedicated staff and 
students at our College.  

Subject Selection forms for Semester Two were handed out to students last week, and these should 
be returned to the College in preparation for classes to begin in Term 3. If your child has not 
returned these forms, please have them do so before the end of term, or alternatively, these can be 
emailed through to me. 

From the Deputy Principal 

Experience the Community   Live the Values   Achieve the Success
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INTERVIEWS

The end of Semester 1 is a fantastic time to celebrate the successes of the last 6 months. During the 
school holidays, it would be wonderful if all students could spend some time reflecting on their 
greatest achievements to date this year. It is also a time where reflection and goal setting are 
incredibly important. All students now have the opportunity to improve in areas that were 
challenging in Term 1 and 2.  

Uniform 
A reminder that students must ensure that they have the full College uniform prepared for the first 
day of Term 3 (Monday July 10). Any hairstyles that have been altered over the break must be 
changed back to adhere to College expectations. As stated in the College Diary “hairstyles must be 
neat and tidy and not shorter than ‘Clipper No. 2’. No tracks, undercuts, mohawks or extreme 
styles or colours are permitted. For girls, hair must be off the face and tied up if hair is longer than 
collar length. For boys, hair must be kept above the collar, boys must also be clean shaven.” 

Drop-off / Pick-up Zones 
The College recognises that the roads and carparks surrounding the College become incredibly 
busy during the drop-off and pick-up times. Although at times finding a park may be challenging, it 
is incredibly important that cars are not stopped, or parked on the yellow lines either side of the 
pedestrian crossings. Queensland State Government parking rules state that cars can not park or 
stop with 20m before, or 10m after a pedestrian crossing. This is because cars parked closely to the 
crossing impede the vision of both students using the crossing, and other cars on the road. 
To ensure the safety of all staff, students and parents, please do not stop, or park your car on the 
yellow lines either side of the pedestrian crossings. We appreciate your cooperation in this matter. 

 2017 RADII Survey 
Through the Research Australia Development and Innovation Institute (RADII), Good Shepherd is 
undertaking a review of the services it offers to the community. We would appreciate parent’s 
feedback regarding the things that are going well at the College, as well as areas that may benefit 
from improvement. The survey link was emailed to you earlier this month, and will be closed on 
Wednesday July 12. The survey itself will take approximately 15 minutes to complete. 

Assistant Principal - Pastoral

Mrs Amy Webb 
Assistant  Principal (Pastoral)
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Year 11 Pastoral

Year 11 students are getting more and more excited for our journey to Sydney and Canberra, 
which is etching closer and closer with each day! Over the holidays it is important that both 
students and parents are actively checking emails to remain up-to-date with information 
regarding the Retreat. If you have any questions I will be contactable via email throughout the 
entire duration of the holidays. Below is the key information relating to the Retreat - this can 
also be found in the Parent Handbook which was provided on the Year 11 Retreat Information 
Evening. This handbook has also been emailed to all Year 11 Parents. 

When do the Year 11’s leave for their Retreat? 

The Year 11’s depart Mount Isa at 10:30am on Saturday the 8th of July. Students are required to be at the airport at least 1 hour prior 
to our flight (9:30am). The Mount Isa Airport will be the temporary (dirt) carpark for parents of Good Shepherd Year 11 students to 
access on the day, this will open at 9:30am. A staff member of the Mount Isa Airport will directing parents to the correct location. 

What do the Year 11’s need to pack? 

A packing list can be found in the Parent Handbook which was provided on the Parent Information Evening as well as in an email 
from myself to all Year 11 parents. The students have also received a packing list at school this week. Students must be sensible when 
packing - it is extremely cold, so warm clothes must be a priority.  

How much luggage can the Year 11’s take on the Retreat? 

Students are only able to bring 1x checked bag (maximum weight of 20kg) and 1x carry on (backpack with a maximum weight 
of 7kg). When packing, remember to take into account your child's purchases from tourist hotspots and shopping centres. 

When do the Year 11’s get back from their Retreat? 

The Year 11’s will be arriving back in Mount Isa on Friday the 14th of July at 3:05pm (we will notify parents if our departure time 
changes on the day). The Mount Isa Airport will again open up the temporary carpark for this pickup time. There will be a staff 
member from Mount Isa Airport who will direct parents to the appropriate location. 

How can we get in contact with our child if there is an emergency whilst they are away on Retreat? 

Staff members on the Year 11 Retreat will be taking two of the College’s mobile phones which you are able to contact in the case of 
an emergency. If you cannot get a hold of the staff, you may also contact the accommodation directly (details can be found in the 
retreat information handbook..  

College Mobile Phone 1: 0474 157 294,    

College Mobile Phone 2: 0474 139 857 

I hope you all have a lovely, refreshing and fun-filled holiday and I will see you at 9:30am on Saturday the 8th of July at 
Mount Isa Airport!  
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Year 8 Pastoral

Mrs Pelly Morganson 
Year 8 Pastoral Leader

Experience the Community   Live the Values   Achieve the Success

YEAR 8 RETREAT  -  “REACHING UP ‒ REACHING OUT” 

Last Thursday the Year 8 cohort spent the day at the Good Shepherd Parish for their retreat.  This 
year’s retreat was called “Reaching Up, Reaching Out” and focussed on building a positive self-
image, dealing with worry and showing kindness to all people we encounter. The day provided 
opportunities for the students to reflect on what was important to them as a Year 8 cohort and where 
they wanted to go in the future. 

The day started off with a liturgy in the church where students were asked a series of questions in which their answer had to be the 
names of a student from within their cohort.  The purpose of this activity was for students to identify people who they were to write 
positive affirmations for during the day. 

After the liturgy students then broke into house groups to participate in ice breaker games.  Playing these games in house groups allowed 
for the students to mix with other students outside of their friendship groups and homeroom classes. 

Students then had morning tea before they participated in two sessions on self-image and worry.  These sessions required students to 
confront their fears and beliefs about who they are, what they are able to control and how other people perceive them in comparison to 
how they see themselves. 

The students then enjoyed lunch which also included time for the students to write their positive affirmations for the students that they 
identified during the liturgy. 

To end the day, students had a full group session about kindness.  This session looked at kindness as being more than a random act but 
something that we “clothed” ourselves with.  Students were asked to “clothe” themselves in kindness through their words, actions and 
attitude. 

Overall the retreat was a good way for the cohort to deal with some of the issues that teenagers face at their age but also allowed the 
students to reflect on how they treat themselves and the people around them. 

Days such as Thursday cannot happen without the work of many people and I would like to thank the following people:  Mrs Webb and 
Mrs Warren for assisting me with the program for the day;  the Year 8 homeroom teachers: Mrs Holland, Miss Moore, Miss Lesca and 
Miss Conway for running the icebreaker activities and small group sessions; Mr Morganson for assisting in the lead up and during the 
retreat; Mrs Corena Powers and Fr Col from the Good Shepherd Parish for allowing us to use the parish grounds for the day; and a very 
big thank you to Mrs Stringer and Mrs Bloye for providing us with the most amazing lunch. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to wish the Year 8 students and their families a happy and safe holiday break.  I look forward to 
seeing all the students back nice and refreshed to tackle another term. 
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Year 7 Theology

This term students in Year 7 Theology learnt about Scriptures: what they are, who wrote them, 
what they mean, who they are directed at, and how we can use them in our daily lives. The term 
was completed with a mini unit on Creeds, which we understood as statements of belief.  

To wrap-up our learning, 7A Theology created school songs to reflect the values, beliefs and 
treasures of Good Shepherd. This was our effort to write our own ‘College Creed’. This task was 
super fun and really made us think about what was so special about our College.  

Renee Moran, Charlotte Fahey and Abby Benson wrote their interpretation, which goes... 

We have lots of fun with teachers and friends 

We always help each other until the day ends. 

Our school motto is Christ Our Light 

We believe in him because it’s just and right.

 

GSCC is the place to be, 

It’s fun, respectful and has great diversity. 

We’re believers in Christ 

And were very, very nice!

Netball, touch, football and soccer, 

These are some extra curriculars to offer.

Benjamin, Mackillop, Chisolm, and Rice 

All at Good Shepherd for a very good price

ICT, Theology, Humanities and HPE, 

These are some of the subjects at GSCC.

Come to GSCC we’re safe, caring and welcoming.

Great work to all Year 7 students this term! 

Experience the Community   Live the Values   Achieve the Success

Ms Dana Sypher 
Theology Teacher
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Ms Nicole Dalla Vecchia 
HPE Curriculum Leader 
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As the Semester comes to an end, I would like to thank all students for their enthusiasm and 
participation in sport and the various events held so far this year. It has been a privilege to see all 
the talent that we have here at Good Shepherd Catholic College and to be immersed in our school 
spirit. In particular, to Louis Hutchinson and our College house leaders, we thank you for leading 
with pride and for all your assistance over the term. 

On Monday this week, we held a small presentation to award the achievements of students at the 
Athletics carnival. Congratulations to all of our Age Champions and also to Benjamin House who 
took out the Overall House Champions on the day. 
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The interschool Athletics carnival will be held in Week 2 next Term. At this stage, we are unsure of how many participants will be 
allowed to attend the carnival, however, further details will be provided next term. Students are required to listen out to the morning 
notices for more information. 

QISSN & Confro 

As the holidays near, most of us are busy planning for a short trip to Townsville, or a relaxing weekend away camping. However, for 
some of our staff and students at GSCC they will not have the luxury of a two week holiday, as they prepare to travel away to 
represent our school at the QISSN Netball and Confraternity Rugby League Carnival. The Carnival will be held in Brisbane this year, 
and we wish both teams all the very best. A special thank you must go to the staff, who put in hours of training and planning in 
preparation for this trip, so to allow our students this opportunity. Without them, this would not be possible. I would like to 
acknowledge both staff and students involved in the 2017 Confraternity and QISSN teams below: 
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Year 7 Pastoral Leader 
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College Disco

Last Friday night the Year 10 Business class ran a neon themed disco raising funds for the QISSN 
Netball team. A total of $1,300 was raised which will assist the students in their travel to 
Brisbane for the competition. It was fantastic to see so many students attend the Disco and dress 
up neon colours.  
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College Disco - Continued
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Congratulation Brady! 

Brady will shortly commence a School Based Apprenticeship with 
Kidd ‘N’ Co Construction and study a Certificate III in Carpentry. 

Work Experience 

We had almost thirty Year 10/11/12 students commence work experience this week.  We wish our students all the best as they learn new 
skills and gain a better understanding of what they might like to do when they leave school. 

Year 10 students in Benjamin and Chisholm Houses will have the opportunity to do work experience end of next term.  It wouldn’t hurt 
to start asking businesses now/over the holidays if they could host you.  Applications close 18th August. 

TAFE 

Year 11 & 12 students started back at TAFE this week to begin their 3rd block.  Most students have two blocks remaining, after which, 
they will receive their certificate qualifications.  All qualifications count toward QCE. 

QMEA CAMPS 

During the first week of the school holidays nine of our senior students will participate in trade and engineering workshops hosted by 
Qld Minerals and Energy Academy and Glencore. 

These workshops are an invaluable experience for students as they head toward the end of their schooling.  They have the opportunity 
to work alongside industry professionals in several fields of expertise.   
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COMMUNITY NOTICES


