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From the Principal 

Mr. Peter Scott 
College Principal

Experience the Community   Live the Values   Achieve the Success

“You cannot hope to build a better world without improving the individuals. To that end, each 
of us must work for our own improvement and, at the same time, share a general responsibility 
for all humanity, our particular duty being to aid those to whom we think we can be most 
useful.”        Marie Curie  

As we move rapidly towards the end of Term 1 and prepare to head off to celebrate the Easter 
season, it is important to reflect at this time on the achievements of this term and in particular 
the opportunities our community has had to celebrate all that is great about our College and its 
capacity to “build a better world by shaping the individuals”. 

Our Annual Fete was such a great event, from the meticulous planning of the coordinating team 
of the P&F Committee expertly lead by the College AP Pastoral, Amy Webb; to the tireless 
efforts of parents, staff and students in the set-up, facilitation of stalls and clean up, to the 
overwhelming support of the broader community in sponsorship, donations, preparation and 
performance and finally to the “thousands” that attended on the night and enjoyed the great 
food, entertainment, family fun and frivolity, it was truly a “whole school” community event. 
Irrespective of any monies raised, it was testament to the great support and general 
responsibility this community has to building and maintaining the “spirit” of Good Shepherd 
Catholic College. It is major events such as these that give purpose to, and remain as, significant 
experiences in the lives of our community, reaching well beyond the scope of the classroom and 
the day to day workings of the College. 

The recent Aquatics Carnival was another highly successful event, bringing together the student 
community in a level of healthy competition between the four houses. We witnessed excellent 
attendance on the day and a great opportunity for student leaders to demonstrate their 
capacities to lead the student cohort with enthusiasm and commitment. The new format, which 
saw a variety of novelty events introduced for the first time, kept the students engaged in all the 
fun that a carnival like this can bring. My thanks to Sports Coordinator, Nicole Dalla Vecchia, 
and to the staff and the College Student Leaders for all their energy and efforts to drive the 
success of this day. 

Included in our successes this term were; the GSCC First 13’s highly successful trip to Charters 
Towers where they made the Grand Final, the high representation of our students in various 
NW sporting teams resulting from recent trials, Jasper’s wonderful “Shave for A Cure” 
campaign, the IYDP Student Gathering in Townsville, excellent representation by four of our 
students at the Zonta Dinner and other celebration days such as Ash Wednesday, Closing the 
Gap and Harmony Day. 

Along with these events of course there have been so many others, too numerous to mention, 
that have contributed to “the first chapter” of the 2017 GSCC journal. To all those “story 
writers”, I offer my gratitude, as I too have begun to contribute to the narrative. Term 2 will be 
upon us soon enough and with it will come ECSIP (see further information within), ANZAC Day 
commemorations, our new Bishop’s Ordination, the College’s Musical production of 
“Smithy” (not to be missed), NAPLAN (Year’s 7 & 9) and RENEW. So much to look forward to 
but for now my blessing for the Easter Season, remember the significance of the Easter story as 
the foundation to our faith and may “Christ, our light” walk with you as you head off for the 
holidays. 
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From the Deputy Principal 

IMPORTANT DATES:

LAST DAY OF TERM 1 
FRIDAY 31ST MARCH

FIRST DAY OF TERM 2 
TUESDAY 18TH APRIL

ANZAC DAY
TUESDAY 25TH APRIL

CROSS COUNTRY
THURSDAY 27TH APRIL

LABOUR DAY
MONDAY 1ST MAY

Mr. Senan Keating 
Deputy Principal

Experience the Community   Live the Values   Achieve the Success

As we approach mid-semester holidays, I would like to wish all students, families and staff a happy 
and safe Easter Season. I hope that students in particular, use this time to refresh and reflect on 
Term 1 by asking themselves three simple questions 

1.What went really well for me this Term? 
2. What didn't go so well for me this Term? 
3. If I could do one thing differently in Term 2 in order to improve, it would be? 

I look forward to welcoming you all back for Term 2.  

Term 1 Interim Reports 

Parents will shortly be receiving report cards, as these will be posted before school holidays. The 
Interim Report provides parents/carers with an overview of their child’s commitment to our 4 
positive learning elements (acts respectfully & responsibly, comes organised & prepared to learn, 
utilises class time effectively and persists to improve) throughout Term 1. This report will also 
include an interim level of achievement based on the assessment completed in Term 1.  

The College mails reports according to the postal or residential address that we have for parents 
on file. If you have recently changed address it is important to notify the College on (07) 4743 
2509.  

Importantly, teachers request parent/teacher-student interviews on the Term 1 Interim Report. 
Teachers request interviews for a range of reasons. The most common reasons include meeting to: 

• discuss academic progress and how the student can improve 

• highlight issues around behaviour, class work, organisation and or effort 

• discussion application to homework and assessment 

Parents can also book in to meet with teachers; a teacher doesn’t have to request the interview, 
parents are entitled and encouraged to meet with teachers to discuss their child’s performance or 
progress.  

Parent-teacher-student Interviews 

Our first parent-teacher-student interview evening will be held on Wednesday 26th April. There 
are two interview blocks: 3:30-6:00pm and 6:30-7:30pm and interviews run for 10 minutes each 

To book interviews we use the schoolinterviews.com online booking system. Parents have found 
this system convenient and easy to use. Further instructions on how to use the online booking site, 
as well as the event code will be included with the Term 1 Interim Report.  
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IMPORTANT DATES:

Mrs Amy Webb 
Assistant  Principal (Pastoral)

Experience the Community   Live the Values   Achieve the Success

LAST DAY OF TERM 1  
FRIDAY 31ST MARCH

FIRST DAY OF TERM 2  
TUESDAY 18TH APRIL

ANZAC DAY
TUESDAY 25TH APRIL

CROSS COUNTRY
THURSDAY 27TH APRIL

LABOUR DAY
MONDAY 1ST MAY

Hair 

If you make changes to your haircut or colour over the holidays please remember that it must 
change back to meet College expectations before Tuesday 18 April. Also note that there will be a 
number of public holidays in the lead up to this date, so you will need to make arrangements to 
account for these. The College expectations for hair are as follows: 

• Hairstyles must be neat and tidy and no shorter than ‘Clipper No. 2’. 

• No tracks, undercuts, mohawks or extreme styles or colours are permitted. 

• Hair must be kept out of the eyes and off of the face, it must also be kept off the collar. 

Leaving the College 

Students are not permitted to leave the College without having a permission note from a parent/
guardian, which is signed dated and states a reason. The student must present this note to the 
College Office. Students must also be signed out of the College Office by a parent or guardian. 

Items not permitted at the College 

Over the past weeks, I have noticed a spike in students having soft drink, energy drinks, frozen 
drinks and takeaway foods during breaks. Please note that soft drink, energy drinks or frozen 
drinks of any kind are not permitted at the College. If a student is found with one of these, they 
will be asked to put it in the bin immediately.  

If you need to bring your child lunch during the day, please take it to the College Office, and they 
can notify the student. Students should not be waiting at the front of the College for this. 

Lockers 

Before the end of the Term, students will need to clean their lockers and take home any 
unnecessary items. Please note that students will not have access to their lockers over the holiday 
period, so anything left at school will remain here until Term 2 commences.  

On a final note, as Easter approaches I would like to wish all College family and friends a safe, 
restful and reflective break. Enjoy some time together and take a moment to remember the 
deeper aspects of what the Easter story is about. 

Assistant Principal - Pastoral

Please Note:  The office must be notified of any absences of your child/children, 
whether it is for holidays or illness.  Email enquiries@goodshepherd.catholic.edu.au 
with any information or telephone 4743 2509.

mailto:enquiries@goodshepherd.catholic.edu.au
mailto:enquiries@goodshepherd.catholic.edu.au
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From the Assistant Principal (Religious Education)

Mrs. Jacqueline Warren 
Assistant Principal (RE)

Experience the Community   Live the Values   Achieve the Success

IMPORTANT DATES:

LAST DAY OF TERM 1  
FRIDAY 31ST MARCH

FIRST DAY OF TERM 2  
TUESDAY 18TH APRIL

ANZAC DAY
TUESDAY 25TH APRIL

CROSS COUNTRY
THURSDAY 27TH APRIL

LABOUR DAY
MONDAY 1ST MAY

Project Compassion 

This Lenten season we have been fundraising for Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion 
appeal. To date the College has contributed $1895.35 which is a great effort by all 
involved. 

The homeroom with the greatest amount of donations is 12B with more donations still 
slowly coming in. Congratulations on the hard work and effort put into all the 
fundraising activities. 

Easter 

As we begin the holidays, it is important to remember exactly what Easter is about and 
ensure that we celebrate this. Today the students from Years 9-12 performed the 
Passion Play for the College. The Passion of Jesus Christ is the time leading up to 
Jesus’s death. It tells the story of when Jesus spent time in the Garden of Gethsemane 
praying to God, when Judas, one of his disciples betrayed him, and when another 
disciple denied knowing him three times, to when Jesus was put on trial, condemned to 
death by his own people and crucified. This play is a reminder of the sacrifice Jesus 
made for all of us. 

Catholic Identity - We Need Your Input 

One of the most important things about being a Catholic school in the 21st century is 
knowing who we are and what purpose we serve.  We need to have a clear 
understanding of our role as a Catholic school.  To assist with this and as an important 
part of our School Improvement process,  Good Shepherd Catholic College will shortly 
participate in a Catholic Identity survey which is conducted by Leuven University in 
Belgium.  The research project is aimed at assisting us with understanding how our 
Catholic identity is expressed in work and practice as well as supporting plans to further 
enhance our Catholic identity for the future.   

All staff and students from years 5 to 12 will participate in the survey at school.  We 
would also like to give parents a voice by inviting and encouraging you to take part in 
the survey, which will be conducted online and will remain strictly confidential. 

Please keep an eye ot for further information through the school newsletter. 



 

College Newsletter Thursday, 30 March 2017  Page  5

Good Shepherd Catholic College
Mount Isa

From the Assistant Principal (Religious Education) - Continued
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2017 

Passion Sunday (Palm Sunday)   9th April 2017

❖ Mass Sat 6.00pm, Sun 7.30am, 9.00am and 6.00pm

❖ Peace March 4pm assemble at Kmart (March to Civic Centre)

Healing Mass Tuesday   11th  April 7.00pm

Easter Mass for Laura Johnson Home Thursday 13 April 9:30am 2017       

Holy Thursday   13th April 2017

❖ Mass of the Last Supper 7.30pm 

Followed by all-night vigil in the Church until 7am Friday sign up for a time at the Church door.

Good Friday   14h April 2017

❖ 10.00am Stations of the Cross

❖ 3.00pm Lord’s Passion

❖ 6.00pm Ecumenical Service at the Cross on the Hill

Holy Saturday   15th April 2017

❖ Easter Vigil Mass 7.30pm

❖ Service of Light, Initiation of people into Church, Renewal of 

Baptism Promises, Confirmation and First Communion.

Easter Sunday   16th April 2017

❖ Ecumenical Service at the Lookout 6.30am

❖ Mass 7.30am, 9.00am, 6.00pm

Reconciliation/Confession Times 

❖ Friday - After Stations of the Cross 10am and Lord’s Passion 3pm.

❖ Saturday - 11:30am-12 noon

From the Assistant Principal (Religious Education) - Continued

Experience the Community   Live the Values   Achieve the Success
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Mr Phil Schipp 
Year 10 Pastoral Leader

Experience the Community   Live the Values   Achieve the Success

Harmony Day ‒ “Everyone Belongs!” 

Harmony Day was celebrated at our Good Shepherd Catholic College on Tuesday 28th March. This 
year’s theme was ‘Everyone Belongs’. In homeroom, students were given a cardboard hand to 
decorate with the colours of the national flag of their or their parent’s birthplace. They attached 
these to a paddle pop stick so it could be ‘planted’  after our special celebratory assembly. 

It was wonderful to see the students proudly wearing the colours and flags of their cultural 
background during the day. At our assembly we had guest speaker Jayasree from CAMS (Cultural 
Action For Multicultural Society) speak to us about the work being done to help settle families from 
other cultures into Australian life here in Mount Isa. Father Mick Lowcock then gave an inspiring 

talk and demonstration of just how many of us have family from overseas and how as a community we need to ‘love thy neighbour’ 
as Jesus taught us to do. Following this we watched a short documentary video that was made by Ms Lesca and students. The video 
featured interviews of staff and students of the College about their cultural backgrounds and what Harmony Day meant to them. 

After the assembly students ‘planted’ their hands in the lawn at the front of College for all to see. Students were also treated to a 
multi-cultural menu at the tuck shop which  Mrs Tracey Stringer and helpers prepared. The day was such a great celebration of our 
various cultural backgrounds and successfully promoted the need for harmony in our relationships with each other. Thanks goes  to 
Ms Lesca, Ms Stringer, Mr Kelley and our SRC students, Willow Denton and Brittney Brummell, for all their wonderful work in making 
Harmony Day such a wonderful success for our college. 

Below is the prayer that Willow Denton led us in at the assembly. 

Dear Lord, 

You created all people in your image. 

We thank you for the astonishing variety of races and cultures in Australia and in our community. 

Enrich our lives by ever-widening circles of friendship, and show us your presence in those who differ most from us. 

Grant that we may always promote the justice and acceptance that ensures lasting peace and racial harmony. 

Grant that we may show equal respect to all persons of different cultures that we may come across. 

And help us to remember and appreciate that we are one country, with many stories. 

Amen. 
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Harmony Day - Everyone Belongs  - continued
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Experience the Community   

Health & Sport

Ms Nicole Dalla Vecchia 
HPE Curriculum Leader 

The 2017 GSCC Interhouse Swimming Carnival was held on 16th March this year. It was a 
fantastic day, filled with fun, enthusiasm and excitement. We had outstanding attendance this year 
from staff and students, who were dressed in their tropical/beach themes ready to compete! 
Throughout the day, house leaders encouraged their houses to participate in activities and lead 
their war cries, setting an electric atmosphere for the carnival. Staff and students participated in a 
range of activities such as the boat relay, river run/obstacle course and run the gauntlet. We were 
extremely impressed by the spirit of the carnival, which was enhanced by students on the day. In 
particular, to our House and College leaders, who helped to carry out the message that “Great 
Spirit Creates Culture” or GSCC (College Leaders, 2017).  

As usual, competitive events were held throughout the day including 50m Freestyle, Breaststroke, Backstroke and 
Butterfly. Congratulations to those who placed in these events and also broke records on the day. We had a number of 
records broken at the swimming carnival this year, which is outstanding. I would also like to take this opportunity to 
acknowledge the age champion and runner up in each age group for 2017. 
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Health & Physical Education - Continued
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Health & Physical Education - Continued

Cross Country 

Mount Isa District Sport Association will be holding the Interschool Cross Country Carnival on the 27th April this year. It has 
been a few years since Good Shepherd competed in an Interschool Cross Country Carnival, and we hope to see many students 
nominating/participating. 

At this stage, we are taking nominations for the Carnival to see how many students are interested. There can only be 4 
competitors per age group, therefore, (if necessary) we will be running a timed trial on Monday, 24th April, which is Week 2 
next term. We are asking that students who nominate, are capable of running the required distance the whole way (i.e., 
without walking). Please see the distances below: 

Permission notes/nomination forms are available from the front office, and will also be available next Term. Students will 
need to return their form by Thursday Week 1, in order to determine whether or not we will be running a trial.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me. ndallavecchia@goodshepherd.catholic.edu.au 

Experience the Community   Live the Values   Achieve the Success
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Mrs Anna Telford 
Drama Teacher 

The Arts are making a difference in students lives. 

Last weekend I was fortunate enough to be able to attend the Drama Queensland 
Conference in Brisbane.  It was well worth the weekend to be able to collaborate with 
other teachers and be given the opportunity to discuss the Arts in regional areas when 
considering the changes to the curriculum. 

Judith McLean, Chair in Arts Education (Qld) and Board Director of Tourism and Events 
(Qld) was a keynote speaker and drew attendees attention to the following article, which 
I would like to share with you as we prepare for our Arts filled Term 2. 

First off the rank in Term 2 will be the students travelling to Townsville 
to compete in the Festival of One Act Plays.  This will be our fourth 
year attending the Festival and previous years have seen us win Best 
Junior Actor Awards, Second Place in Junior Plays as well as the Stan 
Newman Bursary.   

Two weeks later we will be presenting Smithy - The Musical  at the 
Lumen Christi Centre (LCC) over two nights 19 and 20 May 2017.  
Students are participating in all areas of the Musical from props 
creation, band, backstage, on stage and promotions/front of house. 

Finally, the Mount Isa Eisteddfod, will see our talented students compete against each other in all fields from Music, to 
Drama and many styles of dance. 
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Rescue the Arts from the Budget Chopping Block 

By Julie Andrews and Emma Walton Hamilton 

March 16, 2017 

What if there was one activity that could guarantee your kids would do better in school and cope well with life's challenges? And 
what if this same activity helped them grow up to be lifelong learners, have more success in their chosen career, earn a higher salary 
and have more fulfilling relationships? What if it even made them more likely to volunteer, be philanthropic, vote -- and ultimately, 
live longer, healthier, happier lives? 

In fact, there is such an activity. It is participation in the arts. 

Decades worth of research attests to the fact that the arts are among the most profoundly important and valuable ways to improve 
learning and promote success, from early childhood through adulthood. 

Indeed, according to four longitudinal studies (see link below) compiled and published by the National Endowment for the Arts, young 
people who engage regularly with the arts are twice as likely to read for pleasure, three times more likely to win an award for 
attendance or be elected to class office, and four times more likely to be recognised for academic achievement or perform community 
service. 

These students have higher grade-point averages and standardised test scores, and lower dropout rates, and they reap these benefits 
regardless of socioeconomic status. 

“Julie Andrews, stage and screen actress and director, and her daughter, Emma Walton Hamilton, writer and producer, have written 
more than 30 books for children and recently co-created Julie's Greenroom, a series for family audiences that celebrates the arts. It 
will be available on Netflix globally on March 17. The opinions expressed in this commentary are solely those of the authors. 

(https://www.arts.gov/sites/default/files/Arts-At-Risk-Youth.pdf) 

The Arts - Continued
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Y O U  A R E  I N V I T E D 

T O  T H E  C E L E B R A T I O N S  F O R 

the Ordination of 
B I S H O P - E L E C T 

Timothy Harris

Evening Prayer and Vigil

T U E S D A Y  2  M A Y
C O M M E N C I N G  A T  6 . 0 0 P M

S A C R E D  H E A R T  
C A T H E D R A L

Light meal provided after Evening Prayer.
The Cathedral will remain open for Parishes 
and groups to pray throughout the evening 

for Bishop-Elect Timothy Harris and also 
the Diocese of Townsville.

Register your attendance for catering via 
trybooking.com/269909

Episcopal Ordination of  
Most Rev. Timothy Harris 
Sixth Bishop of Townsville

W E D N E S D A Y  3  M A Y
C O M M E N C I N G  A T  1 0 . 3 0 A M

R Y A N  C A T H O L I C  C O L L E G E ,  
E M M A U S  H A L L ,  M O R I N D O  D R I V E

Parking available at Mary Mackillop Centre 
and 1300 Smiles Northern carpark.  

Disabled drop off area on Morindo Drive.
Light lunch available.

Register your attendance for catering via 
trybooking.com/262366

COMMUNITY NOTICES
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COMMUNITY NOTICES
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

dirtndust.com  
REGISTER NOW

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

10m        500m         100m 

INDIVIDUALS ONLY 

75m        2km           500m  

INDIVIDUAL AND TEAMS

150m      3km           1km 

INDIVIDUAL AND TEAMS

300m      4km           2km   

INDIVIDUAL AND TEAMS

7 april 2017

Julia Creek News | Coleman’s Country Wear | Harland’s Livestock Haulage | Julia Creek Hardware | Julia Creek Motel | RG Keats & Co | Ryder Earthmoving | Julia Creek Hotel
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oxfam.org.au/closethegapday

We all deserve the chance to be healthy; and you can help make this happen. 

Due to the efforts of many committed people we have made some important progress 
in health outcomes but without a signifi cant change in the approach being taken by 
Governments in Australia, we risk going backwards on the progress made to date.

National Close the Gap Day is your opportunity to keep the pressure on government and 
ensure we achieve health equality within a generation.

Find out more and register your activity in support of health equality for all Australians. 

We need you: register for National Close the Gap Day.

support Indigenous health equality
Support health equality for Alyssa,

YOU CAN  

Civic Centre Lawns, West Street 
Monday April 3rd 2017, from 6:30pm 

IDENTITY 
Short Films Festival 

Proudly presents 

A night of showcasing youth films, 
with popcorn and drinks for all.  

Free event 
 

The Regional Arts Development Fund is a partnership between the Queensland Government and the Mount Isa City Council to support local 
arts and culture in regional Queensland. 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES



College Newsletter Thursday, 30 March 2017  Page  18

Good Shepherd Catholic College
Mount Isa

When:    Wednesday 5 & Thursday 6 April 2017 
Time:    9.30am - 11.30am for 6 - 12 year olds (register from 9.00am) 
     12.30pm - 2.30pm for 13 - 17 year olds (register from 12.00pm) 
Where:    Mount Isa Basketball Stadium,  Sports Parade 

Please bring your parent/guardian consent form or sign on the day 

This program is FREE and lunch is provided 
The program is suitable for all skill levels 

For more information contact Alex @ Whitelion (Stride Program) 

(03) 8354 0884 or 0415 770 319 

alexander.birnberg@whitelion.asn.au 

Sport 4 Life is proudly supported by the Australian Government. 

    LEARN SPORT SKILLS FROM: 
Sport  
 Life 

 
Shabnam Safa 
International  

Karate Champion   Darryl White 
Brisbane Lions 

Legend 

Experience the Community   Live the Values   Achieve the Success

COMMUNITY NOTICES

 

 

 

The Positive Partnerships initiative is funded by the Australian Government Department 
of Education and Training through the Helping Children with Autism package and is 
delivered by Autism Spectrum Australia. The views expressed in this publication do not 
necessarily represent the views of the Australian Government or the Department of 
Education and Training. 

 
 

Free Two Day Workshop for  
Parents and Carers  
 
 
  
Positive Partnerships is coming to a location near you! 
 
Join us for 2 days of learning with other parents and carers of school aged children on the autism 
spectrum, designed to help you foster productive school, family and community relationships to 
provide the best kind of support for your child. Our workshops are for parents, carers and 
grandparents wanting to understand more about autism and learn practical strategies using 
evidence based resources to help maximise their young person’s learning. 
 
 
What will you gain by attending this workshop? 
 
x An increased understanding of the impact of autism 
x Further knowledge about how to develop effective partnerships with your school 
x Information to help you access further support both inside and outside of school 
x An opportunity to be part of a support network where you can share strategies and experiences with 

other parents/carers 
x An understanding of a planning tool that can be used to share key information related to your child 
 
 

Workshop details 
 
Venue:   Terrace Gardens Function Centre 
   4 Duchess Road 
   Mount Isa QLD 4825 
 
When:   Wednesday 3 and Thursday 4 May 2017 
                      9.30 am – 2.30 pm (Registration from 8.45 am) 
 
Catering:   Morning tea and lunch is provided. Please advise any dietary requirements upon 

registration. 
 

Register Online:   positivepartnerships.com.au  Registrations open 8 March 2017 and close one 
business day prior to the workshop.  Register early as places are limited! 

Questions?    If you are not able to register online please call the Positive Partnerships                     
Infoline : 1300 881 971 or email parentcarer@autismspectrum.org.au 

 
           
 

Mount Isa 
3 & 4 May 2017 

 


