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FROM THE  PR INCIPAL  

Dear Gowrie Family, 
 

What a year it has been! 
The last couple of weeks has been a time of 
wonderful celebration for the College. This 
started out on Saturday evening the 12th of Novem-
ber when the College came together to acknowledge 
and affirm our sporting achievements both sporting 
groups and individuals.  
 
It is quite evident from the night that we are blessed 
with an array of sporting talent. I'd like to thank our 
special guests Matt Bowen and his family, and   
Blackhawks Rugby League representatives. 
 
This was followed by Tuesday night annual Borders 
Christmas Party, where the boys along with the 
boarding staff came together over a meal to laugh 
and reflect on the year in boarding. It was a night of 
great laughter and wonderful food. 
 
The finale was Friday where the entire College 
community acknowledged our Academic Award win-
ners, Senior leaders of 2017, and most importantly 
fare welling the graduating class of 2016. It was a 
day of immense pride for staff, but also for families. 
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 FROM THE  PR INCIPAL  

I would like to take this opportunity to farewell several staff who are leaving the college at the end 
of the year. I'd also like to take this opportunity to thank each and every one of them to thank them 
for their outstanding service to the boys. 
 
Mrs Jo Davey 
Mr Ross Pattinson 
Mr Sam Strong 
Ms Jenna Gilbert 
Mr Ben Dewan 
Mr Doug Senior 
Mr David Andrews 
Mr Shayne Blacklock 
Mr Joshua Dennis 
Mr Clarence Wyles 
 
For a Community of over 93 staff, it is inevitable that we will lose staff across the various areas of 
the College. We wish them well on their future endeavours. 
 
I would like to acknowledge some of the value adding opportunities that we have introduce this 
year. The list below is in addition to the teaching, learning and boarding programs that are  
underway on a daily basis. 
 
Notable achievements: 
 
 Successful Grant Application Stage 1 worth 5.4 million 

 Commencement of the 2015 Grant that has seen the renovation of new classrooms and build-

ing of a new Agriculture shed 

 We have seen new staff join the LEC. 

 Commencement of Mulgara Project. 

 Reading Program Stop Drop and Read. 

 Work Experience Program accross Year levels. 

 Introduction of the Work Readiness Cert II, Yr 10. 

 Introduction of Specialist Presenters including - Drumming Circle workshops. 

 Mobile Phone Reception. 

 Successful Naidoc Day. 

 

During the celebrations of the previous couple of weeks I have thanked many people who have 
supported the College over the year. To all of our supports and families, staff and students, I wish 
you a blessed Christmas, a Happy New Year, and safe journey's. 
I am looking forward to seeing you all back for an exciting 2017. 

Rob Corboy 

PR I NC I PAL  
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Gowrie Family, 

 
Term 4 has rapidly drawn to a close. Well done to the Year 12 boys 
who have competed their studies and have locked in final grades. All 
students applied themselves admirably and now anxiously await the 
final QCE results. Once the College and Registered Training 
Organisations have has entered these grades on the data capture 
system, The Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority
(QCAA) will issue a final report. Please note the College does not 
provide a Semester 2 report for year 12’s, this will come directly from 
the QCAA. Thank you to all members of the College community for 
providing a great learning environment for our students. 
 
Productive meetings were held at the end of this term. Plans for a number of Learning Areas in 
Years 7-10 have been continued with the major focus being Literacy and Numeracy being 
integrated across the curriculum. We are looking forward to implementing new teaching and 
learning initiatives into the junior school in 2017. 
One of the main aims of St Teresa’s is to retain students until they complete their Senior Phase 
of Schooling in a safe and caring learning environment. We endeavour to create a home away 
from home so that our students achieve success and courses of study are meaningful, relevant 
and lead to employment prospects.  
 
Thank you to all of the staff who have given Block feedback. This feedback is invaluable and 
assists the decision making process for next year. This feedback will be part of the agenda for 
the next Curriculum meetings. 
 
 
 

Angus Galletly 

DEPUTY PRINCI PAL—CURRI CULUM  

DEPUTY PR INCIPAL  CURRICULUM  
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TCEO GRADUATION MASS  2016  

HOMEROOM 8 GOLD EXCURS ION  



GOWRIE NEWS | SEMESTER 2 | TERM 4 | 

FROM THE  HEAD OF BOARDI NG  

 
At the end of a rather short but very busy term we have celebrated 
in a variety of ways the achievements of so many boys in different 
ways. The focus naturally has been very much on the Year 12 
graduating class, some who have been with us from the beginning 
of their secondary education. We are proud of all the personal and 
public achievements of the boys. 
 
Along with the awards that have been presented in the academic, 
sporting and boarding arenas, we rejoice in the personal growth of 
the boys in the academic area, sporting arena, cultural and arts 
areas, and in the areas of their own emotional, spiritual and social 
growth. Each year we see young boys grow into fine young men. 
And when that happens we cannot help but feel proud. 
For some it has been a rocky road, dealing with their own growth 
and issues and struggles beyond themselves. For a small few, the 
road has been smoother. Whatever the path has been, it is hoped 
that our boys who return home will be strong, proud and true gen-
tle men so that in the future they will become leaders, good dads, 
men of dignity who want to contribute to the lives of others. 
Term 4 is always a term of celebration and this term has been very 
much that. The boys are eager to return home and the staff are 
keen for a break. All of us together give thanks to God for all that 
has been achieved and hope that the foundations laid this year will 
help each boy traverse the journey ahead of them as better per-
sons. 
 
Wishing you all the very best for the holidays, a safe and a happy 
Christmas, with many blessings, for you, your families and 
community. 
 

Fr Pius  SM 

H EAD  OF  BOARD I NG 
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A S S I S TA N T P R I NC I PA L—RE L I G I O US  ED U C AT I O N  

 
It’s hard to believe that the year is quickly coming to a close. The 
boys have certainly embraced a very busy last term. 
 
Our St Teresa’s Day started with a special Mass, dedicated to St 
Teresa, our school patron Saint, and to all living, working and  
studying at St Teresa’s College. Her mantra was to always do  
something good for others. The boys live that out in their actions.  
Our 3 boys who took part in the Missionaries of the Poor trip to work 
amongst the poor in the Philippines certainly put their faith into  
action. They explained how their faith grew, with the challenges they 
met, and how humbled they were to be in the presence of the poor. 
Their message was inspiring. 
 
The Gowrie factor has also been part of our special day  
celebrations. It was great to see so much talent! Congratulations 
Maguire House! 

 

We honored All Soul’s Day on 2nd November with a Mass. A Book of 
Remembrance has been placed in Chapel throughout the month of 

November to remember and pray for anyone we know who has died. 

 

Our Year 12’s realised how quickly their time at St Teresa’s was 

coming to an end during their Year 12 Retreat at Gumburu. They  

really came together as a great group – we all enjoyed a special time 
by our camp fire toasting marshmallows and reflecting back on their 
time at the College. The boys were very reflective in painting their 

Indigenous crosses, and very thoughtful during our last prayer  

reflection – it was very moving. I thank the boys, and staff, for their 

participation. 

 

Graduation Mass was the highlight of the term. It was lovely to see 
so many friends and families at St Teresa’s. One of our Seniors told 

me “it was so special – that moment will stay with me forever.” 

 

I wish all our departing seniors, boys and staff all of God’s good 
blessings for the future. Remember that you will always have a 
home at St Teresa’s. I also wish you all a most Happy, Blessed, and 
Holy Christmas. May 2017 even better for you all, in every good 

way. 

 

Diana Brodowska 

ASS I STANT PR I NC I PAL—REL I G I OUS  EDUCAT I ON 

 

       

Lord God, you are 

my strength. Hold 

my hand in my 

weakness and teach 

my heart to fly. 

With you, there's  

nothing to fear, 

nothing to worry 

about. Hold me 

tight in your  

embrace, so that I 

can be stronger 

than the challenges 

in my life. 

Amen.  
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BOAT LICENCE TESTING 

GRADUATION AND SPEECH DAY 2016 
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FROM THE HEAD OF SPORT 

Gowrie Family, 
 
At St Teresa’s, sport plays a major part in keeping our students engaged and hap-
py with living away from parents, family and friends. 
  
Sport is a powerful tool.  Participating in sport can improve social, emotional, men-
tal and physical health and well-being.  It teaches values such as respect, commit-
ment, aspiration and team work.  It also provides an opportunity to develop a spirit 
of friendship, solidarity and fair play.  But most importantly it should be a fun expe-
rience.  As Head of Sports it is my objective to be able to give the students here as 
many options as possible. We have had a good year across a range of sports.  It is 
with this success in mind that I am already planning for 2017 and trying to give 
more opportunities for our students to participate and succeed. 
  
While I might be planning and coordinating different sporting opportunities I could 
not carry out these events without the support of our Principal Rob Corboy and his 
support. I thank him and his administration.  Our staff here at the college are al-
ways happy to put up their hand and give up their own time to help facilitate these 
opportunities. I am very grateful for all their assistance! 
  
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Fr Pius and his residential staff for 
always being open to students leaving early and coming home late. Without Fr Pi-
us’ support, it would be very difficult to carry out the various sporting experiences. 
So, as 2016 comes to an end be happy to know that we are already planning and 
trying to make 2017 even better! 
 

Brendan Napier 

H EAD  OF  SPORT  

Reflections from 2016.. 
 
St Teresa’s library has undergone some changes throughout 2016. These changes in-
clude the appointment of a Teacher Librarian (part-time) and a complete overhaul of 
our Library Management System. 
Many new and exciting novels have been purchased and read by students during the 
Stop, Drop and Read program, Reading Hour and throughout the after school study 
reading program. Bright and comfortable furniture has been purchased for students to 
sit, relax and read. We are also updating the non-fiction books along with teacher re-
sources to keep up with the needs of the Australian Curriculum. We are hoping the li-
brary will be renovated over the Christmas holidays to best suit our student’s and 
teacher’s needs. 
Mary and I would like to wish everyone a very safe and enjoyable break in the coming 
months, and remember, it’s a great time to relax and read a good book! 
 

Happy reading from Mary and Helen! 

FROM THE HEAD OF SPORT 

FROM THE LIBRARY 
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2017  Co l l e ge  Leader s   
           2017 Leaders 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Isaiah Walden 
COLLEGE CAPTAIN 

Kaia Songoa 
VICE CAPTAIN 

(Boarding)  

Kayle Bowen-Cobus 
RYAN CAPTAIN 

Ethan Deemal 
MCGUIRE CAPTAIN 

Kaid Townson 
DOYLE CAPTAIN 

Jeremiah Bowen 
DORAN CAPTAIN 

Jaiden Baldwin 
VICE CAPTAIN 
(Day School) 

Tayarne Neal 
SRC 
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Dear Gowrie Family, 
 
Term 4 always leaves everyone feeling like they have lived through a tornado. So 
much happens!  
 
The term began with eligible Yr 11 & 12 students sitting for and attaining their 
learner’s licences and then Yr 11 ended their first week with a day at the dairy with 
the team from Unleashing Personal Potential in preparation for leadership positions 
for 2017. After votes were counted, further intensive leadership days and interviews 
were conducted, I am pleased to congratulate the seniors with specific roles to play 
next year: School Captain - Isaiah Walden, School Vice Captain (Day school) - 
Jaiden Baldwin, School Vice Captain (Boarding) - Kaia Songoa, SRC - Tayarne Neal, 
Doyle House Captain – Kaid Townson, Doran House Captain - Jeremiah Bowen, 
Ryan House Captain - Kayle Bowen-Cobus, McGuire House Captain - Ethan 
Deemal. 
 
While these few students wear an official badge it is important to stress that all senior 
students play an important leadership role. The focus for each of the leadership days 
was about how good leaders lead by example. Small things such as a ‘good morning’ 
at breakfast, a smile for a younger student, asking if anyone needs any assistance or 
just being that ‘big brother’ to others is just as, if not more important than the 
leadership demonstrated by the student who stands up at assembly and makes all 
the speeches.  
 
The focus on careers for Year 12 continued this term with more students continuing 
the process of admission to the ADF with You Days and this week Assessment days, 
Job interviews in Townsville and of course half a dozen applications to various 
apprenticeships being submitted. We also fitted in a Jump-It Careers day in 
Townsville, Verification folios, Gowrie Factor, a retreat at Paluma, mass in 
Townsville, Banquet Night, more learner’s licences as well as a few boat licences, 
Christmas Party, end of year camp at Echo Creek and of course an emotional 
Graduation ceremony last Friday.  
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who have taught, assisted, 

listened and guided the year 12 students in their time here at Abergowrie. Without 

everyone’s efforts, these young men would not have graduated with the opportunities 

that they have for a successful future. 

 

Lee Shannon 

YR  11  &  12  COORD I NATOR  

 
 
 
 

Yr  11  and  12  Coord i n a to r—LEE  SHANNON 
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Cla s s  o f  2016  

CONGRATULATIONS Class of 2016  


