F RO M T H E P R I N C I PA L

To the Gowrie family,

4th August
NAIDOC DAY
11th August
BLW
18th August
INTER-SCHOOL
ATHLETICS

21st August
INGHAM ARTS FESTIVAL
27th August
COMMUNITY VISIT—
TORRES STRAIT
ISLANDS
31st August
WRITING CAMP

Welcome back for those returning to Term 3
and a very warm welcome to all our new
students and their families who may be
joining us for the first time. I would like to
acknowledge staff and students who were
involved in various activities over the holidays, including the Confraternity competition.
After the week in Brisbane I wrote a short
piece about the experience and placed it on
our Facebook page. I will repost it in this
newsletter for those who may not be on Facebook and apologies to those of you who
may have already read it.
Term Three has begun in the usual Gowrie
way, busy, exciting and full of life. By the
time this first newsletter reaches you we will
have celebrated and participated in the long
list over the page:
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Mulkadee
Cairns Show
Catholic Education Week
Trade Training Forum
Official opening of the renovated Year 7 classrooms and the
Agricultural shed
NAIDOC
Cowboys games
Combined School Hinchinbrook School Ball
Art workshops
Ausdance workshops
Debating
Excursions
And this will have been in the first three weeks of school!
Also included in this newsletter will be photos displaying the progress of the new
student toilet block and the first of our new Residences, all very exciting!
Welcome

I would like to welcome to the College:
Mr Ray Pomfrett who will join our counselling team. Mr Pomfrett will be
working closely with our Year 9 & 10 students.
Welcome back Mrs Leanne Stephens who returns from 6 months leave. Mrs
Stephens will recommence working here four days a week.
To the following students and their families
Selward Aplin 10
Fred Billy 8
Mark Bowen 7
Nazareth Brim 7
Damon Loogatha 7
Joshua Dhurrkay 9
Nodoro Mabo 7
Dexter Mimi 7
Michael Schwartz 8
Eccles Tamwoy 11
William Tamu 10
Terry Sibley 8
Dimiah Bero 8
Jacob Freestone 11
On behalf of the staff at St Teresea’s College we look forward to continuing the
journey with yourselves and your son as they grow into fine young men.
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CONFRATERNITY—FROM THE PRINCIPAL
‘”Hopefully this will reach most of our families who have had players
down at Confraternity. I am speaking on behalf of all the staff here
with the team when I say how proud we are of the boys.
As Mr Hague would say, 'we didn't walk away with the chocolates' in
some games but in terms of being successful it has been a rewarding
experience!
Lionel Williamson the famous old boy of our college (captained Newtown, played
for Australia and has been inducted in the Hall of Fame for Confraternity) says of
Confraternity, 'it where many arrive as boys but leave as men.' To be honest, for us
I would disagree. He is correct for the majority of players, who as day students
have the experience of coming together as a group for a week, experiencing what it
means to live with each other and all that it entails, while also being a long way
from home. As far as Abergowrie is concerned, we arrived already as young men
who are brothers. We see this daily at school and in boarding, this brotherhood and
bond is not foreign to us. What is so wonderful about this carnival is that the other
49 teams, their staff and families have the opportunity to see this already in our students. To watch the boys pick themselves up after a defeat, to play for each other,
not drop their heads, brush off poor decisions, acknowledge their opposition, maintain humility, modesty and behave in the spirit of what the carnival is about, is and
continues to be inspiring for all of us.
A scoreboard will only tell part of a story, there is so much more to the Canfraternity experience. In the lessons of life such as sacrificing an opportunity to play knowing you are carrying an injury and therefore being a potential liability for the team,
or giving a homeless man $10 in the street, or during the last game in the half time
huddle where we were up 34 to 0, the Captain telling his players to remain humble
or the kitchen staff at Marist commenting on how well mannered and thankful our
boys were to them, defines the character of our young men.
There is also a very powerful statement made when as a playing group of 20 young
men are joined by another 15 staff and families who choose to give up their holidays to journey with the boys right from the beginning; let alone the large number
of other staff, old boys and families who join us throughout the week! We don't just
talk of family spirit, we live and give expression to it!
On another note, big shout out also to all the staff at Marist College Ashgrove who
went beyond the call of duty to make our week at their school warm and welcoming. Thank you also to everyone who followed us throughout the week, your support was also appreciated.
Yes there was some great football played that you will see when we post the replays of the games but I'll conclude with the words from Mr Peter Elmore, President
of Confraternity Association and Principal of the host school Padua when speaking
with Shaun Hague our coach, 'you have something very special happening at
Abergowrie.'
So a huge congratulations to the St Teresa's 1st XIII for 2017!!”
R ob C or boy
PRINCIPAL
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C O N F R AT E R N I T Y
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CONRATERNITY
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C O N F R AT E R N I T Y

CONFRATERNITY—RESULTS
LOSS V St Brendans 24-10
LOSS V St Edmunds 22-12
LOSS V Cathedral 30-0
LOSS V St Peter Claver 8-4
LOSS V Ashgrove 34-10
WIN V St Augustins 40-0
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C O N F R AT E R N I T Y
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PHONE POLICY
Phones may be kept by you throughout the day and the night.
You may still hand your phone in for safe keeping, either in the
phone box or the Res Office for charging.
The time you must switch your phone off is at the discretion of
your Dorm Coordinator. You cannot be using your phone
throughout the night. If you do so it may mean that your
phone could be confiscated.
Phones are not to be used in the classroom unless your teacher
gives you permission.
Your phone is your responsibility. If the phone is handed in at
night the College takes responsibility for it. It is up to you to
look after it if you keep it yourself. We will not be looking for
lost or stolen phones.
All phones MUST be engraved with your name if you have it at
the College.
If a phone is misused in the dorm or at school it will be confiscated for a week for the first offence. The second time it will
be sent home.
Don't forget to thank your SRC representatives for bringing the
matter up for discussion.
Never leave your phone unattended that is, left around when you
are not there. Don't leave your phone on charge and leave it.
You can charge it in the Res Office.

REMEMBER:
YOUR PHONE - YOUR RESPONSIBILITY

Fr Pius—18th July 2017
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APRE
A particular warm welcome to new students and staff, you will soon get to see
and know how special the Gowrie spirit is at St Teresa’s.

It has been good to hear so many holiday stories from the boys since they
arrived back. They really valued time with family, community, and friends.
After Easter we were busy with many celebrations. One celebration that stands
in the minds of our boys is the visit of our new Bishop, Fr Tim Harris. The day
started with a Welcome, where our dancers impressed the Bishop and our
visitors. We then had a lovely Mass, accompanied by our new Chapel band. The
Bishop was very impressed with our boys and their singing! The Bishop blessed
the Agriculture plot, and our new Year 7 classrooms – he certainly enjoyed the
banter and humour of our Guides!
(photos of Bishop’s visit/Mass/Dancers/blessing)
Sorry Day is a very significant day in our school calendar. The boys, with the help of Mrs Kaurila, our
Chaplain, prepared messages on Sorry Day hands. The hands were then thoughtfully placed on our
Holy Ground, after a Liturgy reflection on the importance of Sorry Day and Stolen Generations.
Year 10’s enjoyed their Retreat at the Dairy, led by Jo from the Passionists. The theme was Service
to Others. The boys learned more about themselves, to be there for others.
On Wednesday (26th) the whole school will be in Ingham with the rest of the Ingham Catholic
Schools, for a special Mass together, for Catholic Education Week. Our Leaders will also attend a
Catholic Education Week Mass at the cathedral on Monday. A big part of Catholic Education Week
is to do Acts of Kindness for others.
Father,
at the start of the new term
we remember the love of our families
and the companionship and support of everyone at St Teresa’s.
We rejoice that you have entrusted us
with the care of each other, and have called us to help others to grow

in your image and likeness.
Empower us to bring out the best in others
and express appreciation to all who encourage us and bring us new life.
Inspire us to be positive in attitude, encouraging in words, and loving in actions. Amen.

Diana Brodowska
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL—RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
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A S S I S TA N T P R I N C I PA L — R E S I D E N T I A L
Cairns show, as usual, was a great opportunity to meet Old Boys, new
parents and families of our current students. Mr Corboy and I took the
opportunity to talk to many people about our College, and hear stories of
old from the Old Boys. This year we met quite of number we hadn't met
before. The Gowrie Yarn will have a special section on Old Boys in the
next edition.
The term has started well. We have faced the usual challenges of travel,
new boys settling in, along with some homesick boys. Hopefully they will
all settle soon. In particular, we welcome the boys who have just arrived at the College
and their families, to the Gowrie family. We hope that they will really enjoy their time
here. The term is going to be relatively quick as we are in Week 2 already.
BOARDERS LEAVE WEEKEND FORMS
During the holidays Boarders Leave Weekend Forms were sent out. If you have not
received your letter please contact us and we will arrange to get a form to you.
It is really important that we receive these forms in plenty of time so that we know what
size bus to book, and can book it in time for the travel. More importantly, we need the
leave forms as they are part of our Duty of Care. This means more than just official
documents, it is about our responsibility and care for your boys. The safety of the boys is
a number one priority for us and we need your help to ensure that each boy on leave
arrives at the correct destination. Please help us by getting the forms back in plenty of
time, fully completed.
SHOES
Some boys are returning to school without closed in shoes. Just a reminder that it is a
requirement that each boy have at least one pair of closed in shoes. We can supply white
joggers however they are not too popular with the boys. Seemingly they are not
fashionable enough! Seriously, we do need the boys to have a pair of shoes. When we
travel out of the College on any occasion we want your boys to look smart, neat and tidy.
We all want to be proud and people do notice the good manners and dress of our boys.
We ask you to support us in checking that your sons have a pair of shoes when they
return to the College after breaks and holidays.
WELCOME
We welcome our new staff members. Our Community Liason Officer, Mr Cameron Harris,
has settled in very well. Cameron is an Old Boy of the College and is from Mount Isa, has
spent time in Julia Creek, Townsville and Palm Island. Cameron also helps out in
boarding and has a real gift in relating and dealing with boys. Cameron is going to
support Mr Danny Williams (Uncle Danny) who has been appointed Assistant to Mr
Sabatino in Doyle Dorm.
Our new buildings, as you will see from the photos, are progressing rapidly. It is hoped
that the Doyle Dorm, which will be the Year 10 Dorm, will be finished by the end of the
year. I really do believe that this beautiful new accommodation will make a big difference
to the lives of our boys here.
Wishing you every blessing and every good wish.
Fr Pius Jones
AS S I S T A N T P R I N C I P A L — R E S I D E N T I A L
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PROGRESS ON THE CONSTRUCTION SITE
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R E A D I N G AT L O U R D E S
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S E N I O R C O - O R D I N ATO R — L E E S H A N N O N

August has galloped toward us with such speed and when I take a
look at the calendar for just this month I am overwhelmed at what we
have achieved so far and what is yet to come. These last two terms
are always jam packed with events and deadlines.
Here’s what’s on:
Formal suit fittings
NAIDOC Day
Block
Coaching young people for success modules 2 & 3
Transition plans
Resume writing
QCS test
Defence Force Recruiting You Day
Verification folios
Formal
Job applications
Learners license testing
Leadership preparation & camp
And so much more that hasn’t been listed on the calendar yet.
This is an important time for year 12 that can be filled with mixed emotions that range
from excitement to anxiety about the future. It is important to support the boys through
this transition and help to provide as many opportunities as possible for the students to
move from the safety and security of school life to an independent and successful future
outside our gates.
I have had a few conversations with parents regarding pathways and future options for
their sons and welcome all the valuable input from parents. I understand that it can be
just as daunting for you, the parent, as it can be difficult enough when your children are
not away at school, let alone hundreds of kilometers away.
Please feel free to contact me to discuss progress and options for future pathways/
employment for your son.

Lee SHANNON
SENIOR CO-ORDINATOR
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A F L T E A M S P L AY I N G I N TOW N S V I L L E
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