Seniors students at the Induction Mass

During the first half of 2019, the College Leadership Team had the
opportunity to reflect and strategically focus on the future of the College.
St Teresa’s has been undergoing internal restructuring with the assistance of
the “Stronger Smarter” program. The whole College community has taken the
necessary steps to allow the initial stages to run smoothly. All staff across the
“Gowrie Village” have commenced training in January. It is important for all staff
across the campus to understand the important role they play in the educational
journey of each student gifted to our community. As a cohesive staff, we cannot
make real change by doing things the same as we have done in the past. An
example of this is our use of the word “dormitory” as our place of residence for the
students in our care. Historically dormitories were used in Indigenous communities
to house men, women and children in detention and this negative connotation may
perpetuate intergenerational trauma. As a College community, we will remove the
word “dormitory” and replace it with “residence” or “house” as a mark of respect
for all Indigenous peoples.
The rebuilding of our new residences is on track to be completed by the end of the
year. St Teresa’s will have some of the best facilities of any boarding school across
the country.
A committed group of teachers has commenced the Change 2 process in Year Seven.
This process focuses on teaching pedagogy and is aimed at bringing about positive
change by using a Thornburg approach. This enthusiastic group of teachers have
reported back to staff and the Admin Team with regard to initiatives that are ready
to be implemented early next term.
Our Wellbeing Team has done a great job of supporting our young men through
some difficult moments at the start of the year. Our trained counsellors are adept
at working closely with students to put positive intervention measures in place in
order for each student to be able to reach their potential. Clear communication lines
between counsellors and the pastoral leaders in the day and residential houses has
led to greater levels of support and care across the campus.
Our Emerging Leaders program has allocated each student in the college a mentor.
These mentors assist our students through weekly check-ins and discussions with
regard to each students’ application and cooperation within the classroom. These
regular meetings and discussions help build success for our students. I would
encourage all parents/caregivers to sit down and discuss your son’s report card with
him. From a College perspective the discussions you have with your son will greatly
assist the progress of your child’s education. One of the most difficult challenges that
some of our students face is to self-reflect and take action. In order to take action
there must be a level of awareness; this enables each student to make informed
decisions. It is important that our young men feel supported both at College and at
home in order for them to achieve success and strive for the
goals they have set.
I look forward to the Gowrie Village having an even more
prosperous semester two.

Mr Angus Galletly
Principal
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Term 3

Save the Date
Term 3 Starts. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . July 22
Mulkadee.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . July 22-26
Community Consultation
Committee Meeting .  .  .  .  .  . Aug 1
NAIDOC Celebrations. .  .  .  . Aug 2
Athletics Carnival.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Aug 9
Interschool Ball .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Aug 10
Yr 11 BLOCK

.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Aug

19-22

BLW. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug 23-26
Yr 12 BLOCK

.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Aug

27-30

QCS Testing. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sept 3-4
Yr 12 Formal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept 7
Term 4 Ends .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sept 20

LIKE OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

Don’t forget to like the College Facebook page
to keep up to date with what is happening
throughout the year.

Hello to all of our parents and
guardians and welcome to our
Term Two Newsletter.
I am the Deputy Principal for Pastoral Care at St Teresa’s
College. I am a past student of the College, although that
was a very long time ago! Much has changed since I was a
student at St Teresa’s, but one thing that will always remain
is the close bond that is developed between all of the people
who make up our great College.   
When I arrived here this year, it was a funny feeling watching
the old Residences being knocked down, as these buildings
were actually constructed during the time that I attended the
college as a student. I remembered using these Residences
from Year Eight to Ten and then having to downgrade to
the Year Eleven and Twelve Residences that were one
of the original buildings from when the College was first
constructed. Because all of us boys were so close we didn’t
care about where we lived, we just wanted to hang out with
all of our mates. When I tell people that our shower block
was an uncovered cement block with no doors and an open
drain that carried the water outside to a grassed area, people
are horrified, but we could have cared less, as long as we had
hot water, we were happy. The new Residence buildings are
very impressive and I am sure that our current group of boys
will create their own brand of friendship in true Abergowrie
style.
In the Pastoral department it has been very encouraging to
see the boys buy into our current wellbeing structure. While
there have been a few changes this year, I congratulate all
students on their understanding and patience in dealing with
positive change throughout College. One of the big initiatives
that we have implemented this year is a comprehensive
education program on drugs and alcohol. We are very
fortunate to have access to young mentors and educators from
the Salvation Army and the Deadly Choices programs. These

groups have worked with all students on a weekly basis and
we can see some real benefits starting to develop from these
extremely worthwhile programs. Another program that we
are beginning is our Anti-Bullying program. We have begun
the process with a review of our policies and procedures
on how we deal with issues and this will be supported by a
framework that will aim to educate and guide our young boys
on how they need to engage respectfully with each other.
At the core of all of our wellbeing programs is a dedicated
team of Pastoral Leaders and Guidance Counsellors who
genuinely have the best interests of all our boys at heart. Our
Pastoral Leaders include Ms Samira Innes in the Year Seven
and Eight space, Mr Jay Jordan who looks after our Year Nines
and Tens, while Mr Matthew Rice is in charge of the Year
Elevens and Twelves. Integral to our Wellbeing Program is
our College Counsellors, Mr Andrew Pollock for Year Seven
and Eight, Mr Micheal Connelly for Year Nine and Ten and
Ms Kate Stringini in Eleven and Twelve. When I think back to
my time as a student, we definitely didn’t have access to this
level of help and it can only be a good thing to have this type
of support within our College.
Back in my day, (starting to sound very old) everyone wanted
to be a footy player at St Teresa’s College, and nothing has
changed in regards to the level of participation in a number
of different footy codes. I have been lucky enough to be
involved in the Under 15’s program as well as helping to
organise the odd “seconds” game for our seniors. I am very
pleased to report that we have managed to win our fair share
of contests. The most pleasing part of being involved with
these teams is the fantastic level of sportsmanship and spirit
that all of these teams have displayed. There has not been a
single incident in almost 20 games of Rugby League and this
has contributed greatly to a sparkling brand of football that
has been played at all times. By the time that this newsletter
goes to print, the Senior Firsts will have taken part in the
Bundaberg Confraternity Carnival. No matter what the result,
I am sure that the pride and spirit that I have already witnessed
will be on display in bucketloads. I wish all of our students
and their families a very happy and safe holiday period. We
look forward to seeing the boys back in Term Three.

Mr Cameron Harris
Acting Director of Boarding
Semester One has come to an end
and there are so many things to celebrate
in the Residential community of the Gowrie
Village.
It just felt like yesterday when students returned to the
College and now we are preparing to farewell our students
for the term two holidays.
What is equally important is the way in which the boys
welcome newcomers to the Gowrie Family.
The Year Sevens that started at the beginning of the year
have been such a good group; they have adapted quickly to
the rules and routine of the College. The Year Sevens have
taken hold of the Gowrie Family and Spirit and have been
supporting each other in all aspects of College life.
The semester has been action packed with camping,
excursions to Townsville for the Cowboys and socials. The
students are always busy on weekends with sporting and
social activities that are provided by St Teresa’s and/or
other external organisations that are in partnership with the
College.
This year saw the introduction of healthy eating options, this
included changing the vending machines to include healthier
options such as: reduced sugar and/or zero sugar soft drinks,
juice, low sugar lollies, low sugar chips and popcorn. In the
dining room we implemented wholemeal and multigrain
bread and cut down on white bread. This is helping the
students understand the importance of health and wellbeing.
We welcome the following new staff to the Residential Team
and believe they will find working at the College to be a
rewarding experience:
● Mr Sam Corboy – Residential Supervisor
● Mr Tom Russ-Hoffman – Assistant Residential Supervisor

Mr Anelisa Sintu – Assistant Residential Supervisor
Mr Alex Wilson – Assistant Residential Supervisor
● Mr Matthew Govender – Assistant Residential Supervisor
Our Head of House for 2019 are:
● Year 11 and 12 Putney Head of House: Mr Ben Turagabeci
● Year 10 Doyle Head of House: Mr Peter Corboy
● Year 9 Ryan Head of House: Mr Moa Newman
● Year 7 & 8 Benjamin Head of House: Mr Grahame McLeish
● Year 7 & 8 Benjamin Coordinator: Mrs Catherine Kris
Please feel free to contact the Residential Office and speak
to the Head of Houses if you have any issues or concerns
regarding your son’s boarding experience. As of term three, I
will be stepping back into the role of Community Engagement
Officer and visiting communities. Mr Chris Devon will be
taking over as Director of Boarding for the rest of the year
and I wish him all the best.
I look forward to working with all students, parents and
caregivers for the rest of the year and hope that you will
contact any of the staff if you wish to speak about your son’s
education and boarding experience.
God Bless
Mr Cameron Harris
●
●

ACTING DIRECTOR OF BOARDING

Ms Lee Shannon
Assistant Principal, Curriculum
Firstly I would like to welcome and thank all our new Teaching and
Learning staff - you have all slotted into our Gowrie Family seamlessly.
Finally at the end of term two we are seeing some sunshine
and some beautiful days that have brightened all our spirits.
The rain did not stop the enthusiasm for learning and teaching
in the classroom though.
Throughout term one, teachers at St Teresa’s started to explore
and investigate alternate teaching pedagogies in order to
increase engagement and improve learning outcomes for the
boys. The learning project is currently directed at Year Seven
students and some exciting new furniture has been ordered.
Teachers have committed to co-planning and co-teaching
using elements of the Thornburg approach.
The excitement and drive coming from the Year Seven space
has led a team of enthusiastic teachers to be part of the
Change 2 process which aims to bring about positive whole

Nicholas Grannigan
learning about
anatomy in Science

school change. Three Change 2 meetings have occurred and
plans to implement the school objective across the College
has started. While this is a long term plan that will be everevolving, the focus is on continual improvement in the
delivery of teaching and learning.
Changes to the senior subjects and learning space have also
occurred with the implementation of the new ATAR system
across QLD and the completion of the existing QCE. We have
added Certificate II in Agriculture to the Year Eleven timetable
and this will continue into Certificate III for those students in
2020.
Semester reports will be sent home to families in the first
week of the holidays. As usual, please feel free to contact the
college with any concerns or for further information.

Macwadie Shortjoe in Industrial
Arts, Metalwork class

Old Boy Naseli Tamwoy visited the College
and held art workshops with students

Year Seven students using
Sphero’s in Technology class

Xavier Sibley in Industrial
Arts, Woodwork class

Peter Mene & Duncan Madua
during a Health class examination

Dexter Mimi, Soren Pryor and
Charles Mene in Music class

It is important that your details are up to date
in our records. Please contact the school with
any change of details such as phone numbers,
address, guardianship etc. as soon as possible.
This also includes any emergency contacts as
well and any other information that will help us
take the very best care of your son.

Ms Paula Henderson
Assistant Principal, Religious Education
Our College is a faith community built on the gospel values of love,
justice, service, courage, trust, reconciliation and hope.
The Religious life of the school filters through all dimensions
of our College, especially through the high expectation
relationships that we have with our students.
My name is Paula Henderson and I am new to the role of
Assistant Principal Religious Education at St Teresa’s. My
family and I have had a long relationship with the College and
I have previously been in the APRE role at St Michael’s School,
Palm Island. Gus (College Principal) and I have six children of
our own and they too love living at the College where they
are a part of the large Gowrie Family. They love having dinner
in the Dining Hall, kicking a footy on the oval and having the
boys to hang out with. I am thoroughly enjoying my new role
at St Teresa’s and my children are loving life at Gowrie too.
The Gowrie Spirit is often referred to by past and present
students, staff and families. At the core of Gowrie Spirit is
a message of Truth, a faith in Jesus and a shared inner life
of the Spirit. We are very fortunate to have Father Damian
and Deacon Emene preside over our Mass each week. These
men each have a special role to play in our faith community
as they guide and provide us the opportunity to gather, pray
and worship. We are very grateful to all students who offer
to read, our staff who prepare the students, altar servers and
to our wonderful music teacher, Mrs Vera DiBella, who works
with students in the choir and band. A wonderful community
effort!!
Our YCS (Young Christian Society) is strong in numbers and
conviction to develop social action plans to help others
and to bring about positive change. One of the outreach
programmes that the YCS is responsible for is a partnership
with Orange Sky Laundry. Every three weeks, a team from the
College takes the BBQ trailer to Townsville to work alongside
with Orange Sky Laundry volunteers and the homeless. The
students provide a hot meal and a yarn to those in need.
We are very grateful to Frank at Galipo’s Midtown Meats in
Ingham who provides the meat for the BBQ.

Brayden Nallajar & William Tamu
cutting the Reconciliation Cake

Our teachers have been developing and teaching Religious
Education units that connect with students’ prior knowledge
and encourage our students to be lifelong learners. Year Ten,
studied a unit called, ‘Courage to Care’. The teachers and
students made a plan to help the community by cleaning up
several beaches in the local area. They armed themselves
with a positive, caring attitude, teamwork skills, gloves and
rubbish bags and spent a day cleaning up the environment.
They experienced first-hand a communion with nature and
care for the common good.
This term we commemorated Reconciliation Week with a
beautiful Mass, cultural dance, kup murri and team building
games. The day was delivered by a dedicated team of staff
and students who worked together to promote the theme
‘Grounded in Truth, Walk Together with Courage’. Some of the
highlights were in the Mass where Mr Naseli Tamwoy (past
student), Mr Michael Ryan (Traditional Owner) and Ms Elaine
Morganson (Traditional Owner) painted the faces of staff
and students as part of the Gathering Rite. We felt honoured
and privileged to watch the traditional dance groups, and joy
while eating the kup murri that was prepared by so many.
Staff came into work on their days off to decorate the Hall and
to stay awake overnight to cook the food with students. The
Gowrie Spirit was truly at work!
Next term, a team of Year Eleven students will be preparing for
an end of year trip to Perth for the Australian Catholic Youth
Festival. The students have committed to being ambassadors
for the College, their families and home communities. We
keep the students in our thoughts and pray that the event in
December will fill their hearts with the Holy Spirit.
It is a privilege to work alongside our students, families, staff
and Parish to nurture the faith and spiritual growth of our
Gowrie family. We pray that this holiday allows us all the time
to reconnect with family and friends and refresh our minds,
bodies and spirits.

Teacher, Charlotte Rice with students Nykiem Pungana,
Duncan Madua, Darien Age and Nodoro Mabo taking
part in the Reconciliation Fun Day games.

Old boy Naseli Tamwoy
painting school captain
Jimmy Mestan’s face as part
of the Gathering Rite at the
Reconciliation Mass.

The school was presented with new Crosses designed by Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre, Northern Territory.
These beautifully designed and blessed crosses were placed in each of our home rooms.

Artist, Linda Bates, visited the college to deliver a glass bead
making work shop. Science, history, language, visual arts...
all in one learning experience.

Soren Pryor, Cyrus James-Hankin and Joey Ross partners
at the 2019 Catholic Debutante Ball held in May

Joseph Au receiving his Football gear after being
selected in the Blackhawks under 14’s team.

Arnold Lalara reading with
year seven students

Senior debaters William Tamu, Soren Pryor and Benjamin Kleingeld
worked well together as a team and argued strongly that ‘local
communities should not be able to cap the number of tourist’s.
Christopher Ketchup presented with a Youth Week
award for his commitment and pride towards his
school and his home community, as well as for his work
on the ABC production “Wrong Kind of Black”
in which Christopher acted.

A group of students with an interest in a health
career were given an injection of insight with a
behind-the-scenes tour of the Mater Hospital.

Ben Kleingeld, Keenan Shorey-Collins, McFarlane
Baragud, William Tamu, Dexter Mimi and Cale
Melville-Simmons attended their first active patrol at
The Strand after participating in the Lorne Lifesaving
Camp. The boys learnt how to identify Irunkandji
jellyfish in the water, donned stinger suits, practised
board rescues and honed their CPR skills.

Aiden Morris, Elia Paipai,
Jahranhn Neal-Yeatman, Tyler Martin
and Ethan Hobbler took part in the
Readers Cup Challenge.

Mr Shawn Hague
Sports Coordinator

As the end of term two is upon us, our immediate thoughts
are, ‘Where has the time gone?’
The end of term two sees us moving on to another busy time
of the year, bringing with it a number of events which we
are looking forward to. Things such as athletics carnivals,
rugby league games and AFL finals are all on the agenda for
term three.
This term at St Teresa’s has been both incredibly busy and
highly rewarding for our students. We kicked things off
with our Inter-house Cross Country. We were blessed with
wonderful conditions, which made it perfect weather for the
competitors to compete. The students were enthusiastic
and raring to go after lunch. Depending on age, students
had to complete either a 4km or 6km course.
A pleasing sight to see was that although the students were
competitive amongst each other, they also encouraged
each other to make it over the finish line. Results of the day
were as follows:

Age Champions
12 YEARS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Kaylan Sibley-Geia
13 YEARS. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Lamar Sibley
14 YEARS. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Conwell Sailor
15 YEARS. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Keenan Shorey-Collins
16 YEARS. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Elijah Ketchup
Opens.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Brandyn Castors
Overall Standings
Doyle. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 203 Points
Ryan .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 251 Points
Doran .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 261 Points
McGuire .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 273 Points

The next event on the calendar was the Inter-School
Cross Country.
Abergowrie was attempting to
regain the Herbert River Cross Country title. Prior to
competition,the competitors were told that a team effort
was required if they wanted to come through as winners.
The weather on the day was very warm and muggy which did
not agree with many runners.  Unfortunately Ingham High
were too good and took home the major trophy, however

Javon Nona and Meshack David were successful enough on
the day to be awarded age champions in their respective
divisions. These boys along with Lamar Sibley, Conwell
Sailor, Henry Filewood, Johnson Kaigey, Zac Benjamin and
Royden Edwards were all selected to compete at the North
Queensland trials.
Rugby League was huge this term with Rep trials, trial
games and competition games all occurring. We had a
large number of boys represent the College in the North
Queensland trials. These boys included: Dexter Mimi,
Conwell Sailor, Tyson Swan, Keith Kyle, Quan Kynana, Cale
Melville-Simmons, Peter Mene, Henry Filewood, Roy Steele,
Jacob Mene, Brandyn Castors, Maia Au, Zac Benjamin,
Peter Loogatha, Charles Mene, Jimmy Mestan and Charlie
Uku. Whilst none of the boys were selected, they acquitted
themselves very well. This year both the Opens and 15’s
competed in the GIO Trophy competition. The Open boys
made the semifinals, whilst the 15’s will play the Grand Final
early next term. If successful they will compete against the
best schools from all of North Queensland. On top of all
this we have the Confraternity Carnival to look forward to
in Bundaberg.
AFL was the other huge event on the calendar. Dexter Mimi
and Toby Barney were lucky enough to gain selection in the
North Queensland team to compete on the Gold Coast in
May. From all accounts the boys played exceptionally well
and represented the College with pride. We entered two
teams in the AFL NQ School Boys Cup held in Townsville.
Our boys performed very strongly on the day with the
juniors making the Grand Final and the seniors finishing
third. Javon Nona, Conwell Sailor, Jacob Mene, Dexter
Mimi and Toby Barney have also been fortunate to make
representative sides this term.
I want to thank all of the students and our amazing staff
for a wonderful term. We can go into the holidays knowing
that we have worked hard for the first part of the year, and
return refreshed and ready to start again.

Ms Samira Innes
Year 7 and 8 Coordinator
It has been an action packed term
for Year’s Seven and Eight.
In week two of the term the year eight boys went up to Gumburu at Paluma for their
camp. We all had a great time participating in challenging activities and working as a
team. Thank you to Mrs. Rice, Mr. Hatcher and Mr. Ryan for making the camp a great one!
Week four saw the year sevens putting in a fantastic effort for NAPLAN. The boys
approached the testing in a very mature way. They were on time, followed all instructions
and tried their hardest in each test. I am very proud of how they conducted themselves,
congratulations boys!
At the end of week four the Year Sevens went to Reef HQ in Townsville as part of their
Science curriculum. The boys spent time with the Education Officer at Reef HQ learning
about food chains and food webs. They also spent time in the turtle hospital learning about turtle rehabilitation and release back
to the ocean. The last part of the day was spent looking at all the beautiful fish, sharks and stingrays in the various exhibits.

Junior Debating Team
Back Row: Tyler Martin, Jahrahn Neal-Yeatman, Elia Paipai
Front Row: Jarvis Watson, Kevin Farrell, Christopher Ketchup

Towards the end of the term two, teams of junior boys
travelled to Townsville to take part in the Debating
Competition. Congratulations to Jarvis Watson, Kevin
Farrell, Christopher Ketchup, Tyler Martin, Jahranhn
Neal-Yeatman, Ethan Hobbler and Elia Paipai. The boys
debated the topic ‘Homework should be banned’. One
team debated the affirmative and one team debated the
negative. Both teams debated with passion and were only
just defeated. Well done gentlemen. Lastly a group of
five Year Seven students represented the College at the
Readers Cup in Townsville. The boys read five novels in the
weeks before competing in Townsville where they were
required to answer questions relating to the novels they
had read. Keep up the good work boys!

A group of students completed the
ATSIMS programme on beautiful
Orpheus Island throughout the term.
Over three days and three nights,
students snorkeled, listened to lectures,
explored the inter-tidal zone during the
day and night, heard from Traditional
Owners, participated in deep listening
exercises and yarning circles, snorkeled
some more, connected with country,
snorkeled, hiked to the other side
of the island and picked up rubbish,
snorkeled, produced amazing videos
and made lifelong friends.
A huge thank you to Girringun Rangers
and ATSIMS staff and volunteers for
making this such an educational and
memorable experience.
Students later travelled to JCU for the
final ATSIMS module and a graduation
ceremony.
Jacob Mene, Luardo Dorante, Malik
Patterson-Kyle, Robert David, Jarhlem
Bowen, Nykiem Pungana, Duncan
Madua and Nodoro Mabo completed five
Marine Science modules over the term
and learnt about the job opportunities
available to them in the future.
They made a lot of new friends and
passed on their knowledge to others.
Well done to our Marine Scientists of the
future!

Mr Jay Jordan
Year 9 and 10 Coordinator

This semester has been a very
busy and productive one.

The boys have achieved many milestones in both academic
and sporting achievements. The growth of the boys in the
daily interactions with peers and staff have been the feature
of the year so far.
Throughout the semester the Year Ten cohort have
participated in work experience programs which have
allowed them to experience the ups and downs of working
life while trying their hands at different jobs.
Both Year Nine and Ten boys have enjoyed religious retreats
at the Dairy. These retreats allow for the boys to learn more
about themselves, their peers and to really explore their
relationship with God.

The Year Nine cohort spent the day at Billabong Sanctuary
learning and investigating eco systems, living organisms
and all types of weird and wonderful animals. The boys
thoroughly enjoyed themselves and represented the
College with pride and respectful behaviour.
The Year Ten cohort recently spent the day at Forrest Beach
and Lucinda Beach participating in Clean Up Australia
Day for their respective religious classes in the name of
stewardship. The boys had a fantastic day and by the time
we left the beach, it was cleaner than when we arrived.
As a Year Nine and Ten cohort, we have been well
represented in the cultural areas of the school, something
I am very proud of. We have had successful swimming
carnivals and cross country where boys showed the true
‘Gowrie Spirit’.
As the semester ends I would like to thank the boys for
their efforts. We have our ups and downs, but all in all isn’t
that what life is about? I look forward to seeing you next
semester, God bless.

Year Nine Retreat

Year Ten students helping Clean Up Australia at Lucinda
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Orange Sky Laundry
Over the past couple of months, a team
of Gowrie students and staff worked
with Orange Sky Laundry to provide
a
BBQ in Townsville to the community. The
students met some wonderful people who
appreciated our hospitality and compan
y.
Well done to all those who voluntee
red
their time for this worthy cause.

Mr Matthew Rice
Year 11 and 12 Coordinator

Wow! Just like that,
another semester comes
to an end.

As always our students are applying themselves in extra
co-curricular activities throughout the semester. Each week
a group of our Year Eleven and Twelve students have been
travelling down to Townsville to participate in block sports
Open Rugby League games against other Townsville schools.

At the beginning of term one, Townsville was hit hard with
the floods with many homes devastated by the inundation
of water. To the credit of our Year Twelve students they
volunteered their time to assist in the clean up. We geared
them up with protective equipment and cleaning materials
and made our way down walking door to door offering
assistance where we could. Our boys conducted themselves
in the most professional and caring manner when dealing
with the people affected by the devastation. The people of
Townsville were grateful to see our small army of helpful
Abergowrie students with many hugs and tears shared along
the way. News of the boys and the Gowrie Spirit reached far
and wide with many people commenting on social media
sites their heartfelt thanks - the boys even appeared on the
local Channel 7 News.

A big congratulations to three of our senior school students
Soren Pryor, Cyrus James-Hankin and Ben Depoma on
winning the state titles for the Queensland Class Clown
competition conducted by Melbourne Comedy Festival.
Those three boys made it through local and regional rounds
allowing them to compete at the state championships.
Congratulations gentleman you should be very proud of
your achievements.

It has been another successful term one and two of block
studies for our Year Eleven and Twelve students who engaged
in a variety of certificate courses such as Health, Rangers
and work with Ausco (building). These block weeks consist
of the boys moving away from their traditional classes and
concentrating all their attention to their particular interest
area. As well as developing knowledge and understanding
in these topic areas. The week also allows students to gain
valuable hands on experience within the industry giving
them a taste of what life could be like once they finish their
schooling.
I’m happy to say that we had 19 of our students pass their
Learner Driver’s test in term two. After a few weeks of study
our students sat the written test and passed with flying
colours. Congratulations gentleman.

Year Twelve students helping clean up after the Townsville floods.

Leadership and helping the junior school has been a
big focus for both our Year Eleven and Twelve students
throughout the semester. The Year Twelve students have
been given extra responsibilities in chapel, assemblies and
day to day activities around the school and are leading the
school particularly well.
In term two our Year Eleven students took part in the Year
Eleven Bike Ride from the college grounds to Broadwater
National Park and back again. All up the students rode over
45km with the day consisting of many challenges along the
way. The purpose of the day was to take the students out of
their comfort zone and use each other to complete a very
challenging course. After six hours on the bikes I am happy
to say that all students returned to the college with sore
legs and big smiles on their faces.
I would like to congratulate all senior school students on
their efforts in semester one and look forward to a positive
and productive semester two.   
I wish all students, teachers and families a safe and restful
mid year break.

Ms Helen McClintock
Librarian
This semester has seen new resources
purchased for our library to update our
collection and renew some of our aging novels.
The library space has been booked solidly yet again this
year and it is very pleasing to see teachers and students
making use of the wide variety of resources available. We
were extremely pleased to receive a beautifully crafted
reading table from the Year Twelve Furnishing class to
enhance our senior reading area. The senior boys have
done an extraordinary job in designing and making this
table to present to our library. We wrapped up our Real
Men Read program at the end of term one. This program
provided an opportunity for our male staff to speak to the
student on assembly each Monday morning about material
they were currently reading. This has given the students
knowledge of a wide range of reading materials which has
hopefully motivated and inspired them to pick up something
interesting and enjoyable to read.

A highlight of term two was the Readers Cup Competition.
Five of our Year Seven students participated in this year’s
CBCA Queensland Readers Cup Challenge held on 12th June
in Townsville. Our volunteers were: Elia Paipai, Jahrahn NealYeatman, Aiden Morris, Tyler Martin and Ethan Hobbler, all
of whom did the College proud on the night. The Readers Cup
competition gave our students the opportunity to enjoy the
experience of reading and then challenging other schools
in North Queensland through answering eight questions
on each of the five novels selected for the competition.
Our students were up against 62 other teams from around
North Queensland held at St Anthony’s Catholic College.
The students were also encouraged to prepare a totem
which represented both their school and their team. Our
students read regularly and worked collaboratively with
their team members whilst encouraging each other in their
love of reading. They are all looking forward to the 2020
competition.
The challenge for St Teresa’s College Library is to continue
working towards an innovative and creative place of
engagement for the whole school community and where
reading for pleasure is regarded as an important yet
enjoyable activity in the life of the students attending the
College.

The VET and Careers space has been a busy place in term
two with a number of students working on Certificates and
Work Experience as well as visiting worksites to observe
different work environments. Year Eleven and Twelve
students have been undertaking weekly Careers Lessons,
where they undertook career investigations, application
and resume writing and job searching.
Year Ten students have continued with their Certificate II
in Skills for Work and Vocational Pathways. As part of this

Mrs Leesa White
VET Coordinator

course they have visited Ausco, attended
a Careers Expo and participated in an
IT skype session. Some of the Year Ten
students participated in work experience
at different businesses.
Year Eleven students have continued to work on their Cert
II in health whilst our Year Twelve’s worked on their various
Certificates (Heath, Sport and Rec and Conservation and
Land Management). Our Year Twelve Health Students
spent a day at the Mater Hospital
in Townsville looking at different
aspects of health service and
delivery.
20 students from Years Ten,
Eleven and Twelve were lucky
enough to undertake a one week
work experience block with 1RAR
Defense Force in Townsville during
the term. The boys worked hard
with early starts, PT sessions and
ADF work focused activities.

Cale Melville-Simmons doing work
experience at Doc’s Auto Clinic

Keith Kyle and Luardo Dorante at
Ingham Cafe and Deli JK’s Deli

We are looking forward to another
busy second half of the year.

Senior students welcoming the new Year Sevens to St Teresa’s College on the first day of school

McFarlane Tamu and Owenmiah Page in Music Class

Senior, William Tamu reading
with Year Seven student
Alphonse Bobby-Pungana

The College celebrating it’s first mass for 2019
2019 SRC Representatives
Fred Ketchup (Year 12), Jayden Harris (Year 8), Dexter Mimi (Year 9), Colonie Kepa (Year 10), Soren
Pryor (Year 11) and Jayden Robertson (Year 12). Absent: Elia Paipai (Year 7)

Year Seven students taking park in a Writers Camp at TYTO

Jack Miller on the Year Eleven
bike ride to Broadwater

Back: Hussain Seckington, Preston Baldwin, Willorni Waia, Xavier Sibley
Front: Ben Kleingeld and Ag School officer Bryan Martin at the Ag Plot

