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McGuire House - Winners of 2018 Interhouse Swimming Carnival

My second term as Principal of St Teresa’s College has flashed
by with my personal highlights being our community visit to
Cairns, Hopevale, and the Western Cape including Normanton
and Burketown and the annual swimming carnival.
Our senior boys were particularly impressive at the swimming carnival by
providing leadership and motivation to our younger boys.
I would like to finish this term with a tribute to all those who got out of their
comfort zone in Semester 1.
In 1910, US President Theodore Roosevelt delivered a powerful and inspiring
speech at the Sorbonne in Paris, titled Citizenship in a Republic. This speech
emphasised his belief that the success of a Republic rested not on the brilliance
of its citizens but on the disciplined work and character; the quality of its people.
Roosevelt addressed the importance of having a go, of possessing the courage to
fight those big battles in life, even if they may end in defeat.
We see all too often those who dare to do great things can meet with cynicism
and criticism. It even happens within our own schools and Church. Our schools,
our Church and communities need leaders, people who will stand up for what
they believe, who at times will take some risks, who have the courage to make
our society a better place, who won’t be bystanders, but engaged participants.
Roosevelt captured this sentiment when he said (and this remains one of my
favourite quotes from history):
“It is not the critic who counts;
nor the man who points out how the strong man stumbles;
or where the doer of deeds could have done better.
The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena,
whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood.
If he fails at least fail daring greatly, so that his place shall never be
with those cold and timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat.”
If one lacks the courage and character to risk in pursuit of achieving worthwhile
goals -they will never realise their potential nor achieve anything of significance
in their life.
There is no question that at St Teresa’s College we have produced so many who
have dared to be that “man in the arena” who have had the courage to roll up
their sleeves and have their face marred by dust and sweat.
We wish our first XIII Rugby League team all the best as they
travel to Charters Towers for the Annual Confraternity Rugby
League Carnival. They have trained well this term and are well
prepared to proudly represent the College.

Mr Michael Conn
Principal
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TERM 3

Save the Date
Term 3 Starts. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . July 23
Mulkadee.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . July 23-27
Photo Day .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . July 30
NAIDOC .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Aug 3
Yr 10 & 11 BLOCK .  .  .  .  .  . Aug 6-9
Yr 12 BLOCK

.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Aug

13-16

BLW. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug 17-20
Fathers Day. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sept 2
Term 3 Ends .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sept 21
Term 4 Starts. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Oct 8

LIKE OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

Don’t forget to like the College Facebook page
to keep up to date with what is happening
throughout the year.

Mr Angus Galletely
Deputy Principal

We are half way through 2018 and the
focus for all of the boys from here on
will be to work to their potential.

Student reports will be posted out in the next few weeks.
It is important for our students to reflect on their first
semester and have discussions with family. Areas of
improvement have been highlighted in these reports and
Pastoral Coordinators will be touching base early term 3 to
ensure the young men in our care are on task.
Another successful round of the Community Health,
Rangers, Resource Infrastructure and FSK has wrapped up
in term 2. These Blocks, for our Years 10 to 12 students, can
only run so smoothly due to the hard work and organisation
of the staff involved. As successful as the Blocks have been,
2018 continues to be a steep learning curve and the model
for 2019 will require a new improved approach.
From 2020, the Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR)
will replace the Overall Position (OP) as the standard
pathway to tertiary study for Queensland Year 12s.
The ATAR is the primary mechanism used nationally for
tertiary admissions and indicates a student’s position
relative to other students.

The College welcomed back Mr Rob Corboy for a visit in June

The ATAR will be introduced for students commencing Year
11 in 2019, who will graduate from the end of 2020 and
seek entry to tertiary courses from 2021.
Even with the introduction of the ATAR next year, there
will still be multiple pathways for your son to gain access
to tertiary studies. For more information and parent fact
sheets, please visit the QCAA or QTAC websites.
Many of the Study area Specification subjects in the senior
school have meetings coming up in the next few weeks.
Some of these subjects will require amendments while a
few will have a total re-write due to a new syllabus being
implemented.
Our staff meet on Monday afternoons for Professional
Learning Groups (PLG’s). These PLG’s are crucial for staff to
get together for planning, moderation of students work and
professional curriculum discussions.

2018 SCHOOL MUSICAL
We have been busy collaborating with the students to
create a dramatic piece that they will perform in Term
4 this year. The play will be called,’Pemulwuy,’ and it is
an adaptation of Peter Pan. It focuses on culture, song,
dance and the traditions of our students. During the
writing process we had a team of twelve boys sharing
ideas as a foundation for our script. The boys have

Back Row: Soren Pryor, Cale Melville-Simmons,
Luardo Dorante, Craig Wotton-Desatge,
Front Row: McFarlane Baragud, Harry Bowen, Keith Kyle,
McFarlane Tamu, Duncan Madua, Nykiem Pungana

auditioned for roles and rehearsals have begun. Over the
next term we will be busy rehearsing, planning, creating
props, sets and costumes in time for our Term 4 debut.
All of the staff and students at the College will come
together with the help of Manual Arts, Hospitality, Art
and Drama departments to create a production for the
public in Ingham.

Fr Pius
Deputy Principal, Boarding
Dear Parents/Carers and friends,
I am just returning from Sorry Business on Elcho Island. Sadly, Mr
R M Garrawurra passed away as a relatively young man. Mr R M
Garrawurra was umpiring a football match when he collapsed.
On the memorial booklet was a quote from Mr Garrawurra
which referred to each young person having a golden key, that
key being education.
The Sorry Business was both sad and yet a wonderful gathering
of people from the various clan nations to acknowledge his
passing through dance, culture and story telling.
Only recently we had the passing of another great man, one
of the traditional land owners of the Warrgamay people, Mr
Morganson. A gentle man who had a great connection with
St Teresa’s College. Mr Morganson often visited and would
was always willing to talk to the boys and staff. He was deeply
respected by us all and his passing will be felt by us.
On Palm Island Florence Morton recently experienced the
sadness of the passing of Mr L Baira. Florence has been a
member of our Community Consultation Committee.
And we have just heard the news of the passing of Doug Penna’s
mother. Doug has been teaching at St Teresa’s for a very long
time, a deeply respected teacher of generations of our boys.
There have been quite a number of communities that have
experienced Sorry Business recently.
Sorry Business celebrates both life and death. Each one of us
is wounded by it because our lives have been impacted by the
influence of others.
The life and death of each of us has its influence on others; if
we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord,
so that alive or dead we belong to the Lord. This explains why
Christ both died and came to life, it was that he might be both
Lord of the dead and the living.

Fr Pius with the family of Mr Garrawurra
who passed away recently on Elcho Island

Not only do we all hope for a better future on this earth, we also have a desire for eternity, a
living beyond the grave. At the same time each of us has the opportunity to have a living lasting
legacy. We express our condolences to all of those who have recently experienced bereavement
and we all give thanks to those who have made a lasting impact on our lives and our world.
(ST PAUL TO THE ROMANS 14: 7-10).

It is important that your details are up to date
in our records. Please check through the Family
database Check form and change any details
such as phone numbers, address, guardianship
etc. and return the form to us by mail, fax or
email. Please add emergency contacts as well
and any other information that will help us take
the very best care of your son.

Ms Diana Brodowska
Assistant Principal Religious Education

It has been a very busy start to the year as you might
expect, the boys seem to have settled quite well.
At the start of the New Year, I led a Reflection in the College
Chapel looking both backwards and forwards, we can think
of the new year as a gate - an opening - to what we choose
to do in the future. The darkness of past mistakes will give
way to the light and of new opportunities. I led a Reflection
on the Anniversary of the National Apology to that end. It
was movingly received by the boys, as was the Reflection on
Project Compassion for the season of Lent.
We now have a College Chapel Choir and a College Chapel
Band playing regularly at our school Masses – they have
been wonderful in this space, and give a real energy to our
worship. Particular thanks goes to Ms Vera, Ms Paula, and Mr
Butler. We also give quiet time for prayer at the start of each
Mass. It is so important to have that quiet time and space for
prayer. Christian Meditation also gives space for that quiet
prayer time with God. Religious Education lessons and Home
Room time will give an opportunity to have the quiet time.
Our Senior Induction Mass saw our new College Leaders
inducted with a special blessing – the boys have taken on
the role of Senior Leaders with much pride. We wished the
students and their families every blessing for the year ahead
in their special roles. We also prayed for God’s blessing on
our school year.
The Year 7’s, 8’s, and 9’s had their Retreats at the Dairy. I
thank the Missionaries of God’s Love who were with us on
the Retreat days and led some wonderful opportunities for
reflection and prayer. A Retreat is a time, quite specific to
a Catholic school, which gives space away from school to
reflect and think about our own spirituality, along with our
relationship with God and Christ. It is also a time where
we can be together as a year group to develop a better
understanding of ourselves, and work with others. The boys
tell me that they loved the Retreat time, and see it as a
valuable part of their school life at St Teresa’s.

We had the Stations of the Cross in Chapel with the whole
school. The boys were every prayerful as they listened to
the story of Christ’s journey to the cross, and how it relates
to our lives today. The images of each station were shown
around the Chapel.
The floods presented us with some challenges this year (2
floods within 2 weeks!). A group of boys wanted to help the
elderly in our Parish community. They set about visiting our
parishioners and helping with a big clean up. Our Parishioners
were so thankful for the visit and help.
Our Bishop, Tim Harris, had a wonderful visit to the College.
He concelebrated Mass, and took time to visit the classrooms
to talk with the boys.
The College celebrated Founder’s Day on May 4th. This is a
special day to celebrate the people who built our College –
namely the Christian Brothers, founded by one of our Patrons,
Blessed Edmund Rice. We celebrated with a lovely Mass with
Fr Damian, after which he blessed the new ablution block.
The boys then had the Swimming Carnival throughout the
rest of the day. It was a day that also celebrated the very
special Gowrie Spirit.
Mabo Day was remembered with a Mass in the Chapel, and
we honoured Eddie “Koiki” Mabo by planting a raintree on
our College grounds. It will symbolize strength and protection.
We ask that our Patrons, St Teresa and blessed Edmund Rice
help lead and guide us to the true light.

“Gracious God, You have blessed this ancient land with
many gifts, especially its people. We thank you for this
year, a time to start afresh from Christ. You invite us to
contemplate the face of Jesus your Son, that we may
experience a new wave of grace, And that the light of
Christ may burn brightly in our lives. Amen.”

St Teresa’s Abergowrie welcomed Bishop Tim Harris to our (The Bishop’s) College.

Ms Lee Shannon
Year 11 & 12 Coordinator

This term for Year 11 and 12 has been extremely busy,
here are a few things that have happened.
Earlier in the term Year 11 & 12 worked with the team from
Unleashing Personal Potential and explored the concept of
leadership and the effect and influence that one can have
on others. On Thursday the 31st of May and Friday the
1st of June, Year 11 undertook a 45km bike ride from the
College to Broadwater and back. The ride was one of many
leadership focused outings that Year 11 will undertake
throughout the 2018. The year was divided into two groups
and accompanied by Mrs Shannon and Mr Hague as well as
Dan from Dan’s Mountain Bikes on the ride, Mrs White and
Mr Penna as support vehicle drivers and Ms Dunn and Mrs
Botto as photographers and extra moral support. The aim
of the ride is to provide a challenge that is both physical
as well as mental. It is a reasonable distance to cover and
‘I thought it was hard and
when I thought I was 100% out I realized
that I could keep going. It felt like the longest thing
while I was riding but when I got back I realized it
didn’t take that long after all. It was really helpful
and motivating when people supported you along
the way. Even though it was really hard and I
hated it most of the way I didn’t want to get in
the car because I would then have completely
failed and I didn’t want to do that and now I
have a Year 11 memory that I will never forget.
I can say that I rode to Broadwater and back.’
JACK KRIS-DANIEL

Everyone
challenged and
supported each
other when it
got hard.
JIMMY MESTAN

It was hard, but
I learned that if I
don’t give up I can
get there in the end.
HARRY MENE

Last week Year 12 all sat through a mock interview for a
chosen career. Despite the nerves all the boys interviewed
very well. This is great preparation for next year when this
will be happening for real. Some comments from the boys
include:
On Monday the 11th of June, I had my first mock interview
with Rick Phineasa from Bamaga/Mabuiag. He is the CEO
of Connect N Grow. Everything went really well, from the
start of my greeting until the moment he asked me to have
a seat. The only time I felt nervous is when I was getting
dressed in my formal uniform and was thinking that I
might fail this interview because I didn’t know who was
going to interview me. Every time he asked me a question
I made sure I answered it truthfully, this was one of his
recommendations. During my interview I was reading Rick’s
body language which can tell you a lot, at one point I had
him laughing. This practice has given me more confidence
in my abilities and now I want to test myself in a panel
interview. - BUDDIE BAIRA

includes several challenging hills that not everyone was
able to achieve. There are also creek crossings, rocky and
muddy slopes and a headwind on the way home. The
boys cooked lunch in Broadwater Park and cleaned up and
then continued on the last 14km home. Natural leaders
very quickly emerge. I was very impressed with the way
students supported each other through some tough spots
and encouraged others when it was hard. It is interesting
to see how each student deals with the sorts of challenges
we see on the ride. Some students become quite loud and
boisterous and use that energy to get themselves and others
through, others become quiet while others are a constant
support for those that need it.

Everyone
succeeded in
getting to the
top and back
down the hill.
KEANU KEARNS

It
was
fun.

CHARLIE UKU

Getting up the last
hill was a bit of a
challenge, but I
didn’t fail.
PETER MENE

The most
challenging part
was encouraging
boys to finish.
BRANDYN CASTORS

My mock interview was on Monday 11th of June. My
interview was with Rick Phineasa. I felt nervous, very anxious
and I hoped that I would speak well. For this interview I did
lots of research on the job that I was applying for and put
my resume into a document folder. I made sure that I got 8
hours rest. I had my formal clothes out on my bed ready that
morning for the interview. I used good eye contact with the
interviewer, I asked him to repeat a question that he asked
and I spoke clearly. My goal in the future is to talk about
myself with more confidence and to do a little bit more
research on my role. This experience will help me better
prepare for my next interview. - BRIAN BAIRA
Year 12 students who did not already have their Learner’s
Licence sat the test and passed and should have their actual
licence arrive before the end of term.
Next term is looking to be just as hectic for both Year 11 &
Year 12. There will be further correspondence at the end of
the term sent home with reports about specific events and
happenings for each year level.

Students from St Teresa’s College Abergowrie
had a PARTY at the Townsville Hospital.
The PARTY (Prevent Alcohol and Risk-related Trauma in Youth)
program is intended to illustrate the impacts that alcohol,
drugs and risky behaviour can have.

Brett Nuttley & Raylene Mills visited Year 11 & 12 to talk about the role of Parliament, Youth
Parliament, the importance of your vote in elections and how to be an effective change maker.

Soren Pryor, Colonie Kepa, Jaliell Nathaniel, Seriba Tabuai, Leo Hampton
Tungutalum and Lattrell James, with there certificates of participation in the
ATSIMS (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders in Marine Science) programme. The
students were based at the JCU Research Station on Orpheus Island for 3 nights
learning about and sharing their knowledge of marine life and science.

Year 9 and 10 Debating Team representing the college in Townsville.
Preston Baldwin, Benjamin Kleingeld, Soren Pryor, Elia Kris, Leo Hampton and Jaliell
Nathaniel. Xavier Sibley. Craig Wotton did a great job chairing and timekeeping.

Students played the All Schools AFL tournament in Townsville against Ignatius Park,
Kirwan and William Ross. The boys did Abergowrie proud with the Junior Grades
7,8,9 winning and the Senior Grades 10, 11, 12 finishing second.
Players of the tournament were: Junior- Nigel Wosomo Senior- Samuel David

GUESS WHO? Students modelling the Gowrie Sports Carnival Mascot Costumes.

Students and Staff had an amazing day with artist Brian (Binna) Swindley. Binna
worked with Year 11 and 12 Art students for the day discussing aboriginal art,
arts as a business and gave a practical workshop on painting skills.

Xavier Sibley, Preston Baldwin, Frank Sibley & Benjamin Kleingeld attending the
2018 Rockhampton Agricultural Show.

Mr Shawn Hague
Head of Students

The upcoming holidays provide an opportunity for students
and staff to have a well-earned break.
All of the staff across the College have worked extremely
hard this term. I would like to thank everyone for their
dedication in ensuring that all students have the best
learning opportunities.
We are getting down to the business end of semester one,
it is important to remember that being resilient is one of
the ways our students can achieve success. Resilience (or
resiliency) is our ability to adapt and bounce back when
things don’t go as planned. Resilient people don’t wallow
or dwell on failures; they acknowledge the situation, learn
from their mistakes, and then move forward.
Resilient people have a positive image of the future. That
is, they maintain a positive outlook, and envision brighter
days ahead.
Resilient people have solid goals, and a desire to achieve
those goals.
Resilient people are empathetic and compassionate,
however, they don’t waste time worrying what others think

of them. They maintain healthy relationships, but don’t
bow to peer pressure.
Resilient people never think of themselves as victims – they
focus their time and energy on changing the things that
they have control over.
How we view adversity and stress strongly affects how we
succeed, and this is one of the most important reasons that
having a resilient mindset is so important.
The fact is that we’re going to fail from time to time: it’s
an inevitable part of living that we make mistakes and
occasionally fall flat on our faces. The only way to avoid this
is to live a shuttered and meagre existence, never trying
anything new or taking a risk. Few of us want a life like that!
I wish everyone a prosperous and happy term 3 and
remember if you ever need to get in contact to chat about
how your son is progressing, please don’t hesitate to call.

2018 Interhouse
Cross Country

St Teresa’s College Inter-House Cross Country
carnival took place on Friday the 28th of April. This
is always a closely contested affair with the U12s
and 13s running 3kms, the U14s and 15s running
4kms and the U16s and Open boys running 6kms.
The results were as follows:
Age Champions were:
Under 12 - Benjamine Esrom
Under 13 - Jaxon Schafer
Under 14 - McLean Edwards
Under 15 - Henry Filewood
Under 16 - Darnell Donahue
Open – Callum Campion-Bohme
Once again, due to their massive participation,
McGuire house were crowned Champion House.

Ms Samira Innes
Year 7 and 8 Coordinator

Wow!! Is that half the year gone already?
My Dad always says “time flies when you are having fun
and working hard!” In Year 7 and 8 we have certainly been
doing both this term. The junior boys at St Teresa’s are
known for their enthusiasm
when it comes to participating
in school activities, thanks to
Mrs. Henderson, they are well
represented in the school choir
and band. It is this enthusiasm
that builds school spirit and
adds to a student’s personal
growth whilst at the college.
I was particularly proud of
how the Year 7 and 8 students
represented themselves and the
college whilst in Ingham at the
Rayzarlin Pearson, Javon Nona &
ANZAC
Day parade, well done
Sholin Kerr Gibson at ANZAC Parade
boys.
This term there have been many wonderful learning
opportunities happening in the classroom. Our teachers put
in great effort to develop rich, practical learning experiences
for our boys, and this term has been no exception. Of
particular interest in Health and Physical Education, the Year
7’s have been learning about how much sugar is in some
of their favourite drinks. The boys carried out an activity
where they spooned the quantity of sugar found in each of
the drinks into zip-lock bags so they could actually see and
feel how much sugar is in their drinks – the looks on their
faces were sheer amazement! In English the Year 7’s have
been learning to write fables. These are short stories, used
for generations to teach a moral lesson. The boys have been
using their imaginations and artistic skills to create their
books. In the first week of next term all the Year 7’s will be
visiting the local kindergarten to read their fables to the
little boys and girls. The Year 8’s have also had some great
learning experiences. In History the boys have been learning
about Polynesia, exploring theories of where Polynesian
people originated from and how they migrated and settled
throughout the Pacific. The boys have really enjoyed learning
about Ta moko – Maori tattooing. The tattoos are a history
of a person’s achievements and represented their status in
their tribe. In science the boys have been learning about cells

RIGHT:
Nykiem
Pungana,
Frank Sibley,
Vaughan
O’Keefe and
Miss Kate Carr

Gregory Ara
checking the sugar
content of drinks.

Jayden Harris and Joseph Au with their fables

LEFT:
Nicholas Grannigan,
Sachen Assan,
Duncan Madua

and body systems. They have been in the lab making slides
of cells to look at under the microscope, they even got the
chance to dissect a pig kidney!
Lastly, the Year 7’s took part in the annual NAPLAN testing.
The whole cohort took the tests very seriously and gave
their best effort. They should be very proud of themselves.

Ms Helen McClintock
Librarian

Happy reading....
We have continued to order new and exciting books for the boys to
read in our effort to update our collection.
The Teacher Resource room is taking shape as we transfer and set
up the resources for our teachers to give them a quiet work space
for collaboration and planning.
Our Author in Residence for 2018, Gregg Dreise has entertained and
educated our Year 7’s in the many facets of storytelling and writing.
Gregg is a Primary School teacher, an artist, a musician and what we
love most about him is his ability to write and illustrate stories. The
Year 7’s have enjoyed reading Silly Birds, Kookoo Kookaburra and
Mad Magpie, all with great morals interwoven throughout.
He introduced himself to the Year 7’s, giving some background of
who he is and where he is from. He then worked with small groups
presenting workshop activities associated with storytelling, writing
and illustrating.
His ability to successfully merge story telling with music, dance,
sport and art captivated our Year 7’s and sparked much interest
in his visit. He continually reminded the boys throughout the two
days of his belief in the words and subsequent actions of DREAM…
BELIEVE…ACHIEVE.

2018 Interhouse
Swimming Carnival

After a whole term delay, our Swimming Carnival
was finally held on Friday 4th May. Our principal,
Mr Michael Conn was totally impressed by the boys
enthusiasm, participation and overall “Gowrie Spirit”
and dedication to their Houses. It was a wonderful
day and the atmosphere was definitely joyous. The
Senior boys were absolutely fantastic and led by
example with their encouragement, motivation and all
round leadership.
Age Champions were:
Under 12 - Benjamine Esrom & Lamar Sibley
Under 13 – Jase Thimble
Under 14 – Dexter Mimi
Under 15 – Orlando Stafford
Under 16 - Darnell Donahue
Open – Damian Mulligan
Once again the winning house was McGuire.
Well done to all the boys for a truly memorable day!!

ANZAC Day 2018

