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Dear Gowrie Family,  
As we commence Term 2, I would like to welcome back all of our staff, 
students and families from the Easter celebrations. I would also warmly 
welcome the following to our community. 
 
New Staff 
Leesa White— Leesa worked with us last year during her final teaching 
practicum and we are pleased that she will be joining the staff as a member of 
the LEC. We have negotiated an opportunity where she will be contracted for 
the next two terms. 
 
Clarence Wyles— Clarence has taken leave from National Parks at Jourama 
for the remainder of the year. Clarence worked with our students during 2015. 
He has worked with the Ranger program and he will bring a wealth of 
experience and knowledge to our community. 
 
Jan O’Shea— Jan comes to us from TCEO where she worked as an Advisory 
Visiting Specialist—Hearing Impairment, Jan spent several years in Arnhem 
Land working with Indigenous Communities, is passionate about Indigenous 
Education and will work in the LEC under the IYLP program. 
 
Farewells 
Bianca and Darryl White— Concluded their time as House parents at the 
College at the end of last Term. We wish them well. 
Marius Venter— Marius and his wife Delna have moved back south and we 
wish him and their family the best for the future. 
 
Congratulations 
Philemon Baira, David Esrom and Pemulwuy Yanner were selected for the      
U15 AFL Queensland KickStart team that competed in the National Diversity 
Championships over the holidays. From this tournament, Philemon was 
selected into the 2016 Boomerangs squad that will compete at the 2016 NAB 
U16 Championships on the Gold Coast in July. What a great achievement. 
 
Jay Jordan will fill the role of Acting Year 9 & 10 Coordinator for the 
remainder of 2016.   



GOWRIE NEWS  |  SEMESTER 1  |  TERM 2 | WEEK 2 

YYear 12 Graduation 
I would like to confirm the date for Graduation as being Friday the 18th November. A letter was 
sent out to all Year 12 parents inviting feedback regarding the graduation ceremony being moved 
to Friday 18th November, instead of the Saturday. After no objections from the Year 12 parent 
body, and consulting with staff and the Community Consultation Committee, I can confirm that 
Year 12 Graduation will be on the Friday. Thank you to all who contributed to the conversation. 
This move will align the finishing day of Year 12 with every other Senior student across the State.  
 
Gowrie Review 
I am pleased to announce the arrival of the 2015 Gowrie Review. After an absence of 5 years, the 
Review was reintroduced last year through the hard work of many individuals. I would like to 
especially acknowledge key individuals who drove this project—Fr Pius, Merelita Turagabeci, 
Megan Groundwater and Ashley Spina. All our 2015 families will receive a copy and I hope you 
enjoy this wonderful production. 
 
BGA 
Last week the College was visited by the Building Grants Authority Committee who will decide 
on our 18 million dollar application for our Boarding project. We will hopefully know by the end 
of the year if our application to demolish the Junior Residences and rebuild new contemporary 
facilities has been approved. Prayers are always welcome! 
Later this year we will commence the renovation of our three Year 7 classrooms and the building 
of our new Agricultural shed that will be situated near our market and traditional bush tucker 
gardens. 
 
NAPLAN Trial 
The College has volunteered to participate in an online NAPLAN trial. Our students will complete 
this year’s test on paper as in the past,  but will trial an online test in September (This test will not 
count in any official way).  We may then be part of a select number of school across the State in a 
2017 trial. All schools will be required to do online NAPLAN tests in 2018 and so we as a 
community will take advantage of these trials to work out how it will impact our students and 
learn any lessons necessary before it becomes mandatory. 
 
Year of Mercy Gathering 
During the holidays, our College staff spent two days in Townsville for the Year of Mercy 
Gathering. Along with staff from the entire Diocese, we attended workshops and listened to guest 
speakers. Diana Brodowska, has written about the Gathering further in this Newsletter. 
 
Robert Corboy 
PR INCIPAL 
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Angus Galletly 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL  
 

DEPUTY PR INC IPAL  

We are over half way through Semester One and the focus for  
all of the boys from here on will be assessment and locking in  
solid grades at the end of semester. The Boarders Long Week - 
end is rapidly approaching meaning that class time and study 
time is to be fully utilized leading into this mid-term break. 
 
Years 7 and 9 students will be sitting the NAPLAN tests on the 10th -
12th of May. NAPLAN is not a test of content. Instead, it tests skills in 
literacy and numeracy that are developed over time through the school 
curriculum. The tests identify whether all students have the literacy and 
numeracy skills that provide the critical foundation for their learning, 
and for their productive and rewarding participation in the College 
Community. Students are assessed using common national tests in read-
ing, writing, language conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) 
and numeracy. 
 
It is important to note that the NAPLAN tests are not tests students 
can ‘prepare’ for. Students should continue developing their literacy and 
numeracy skills through their school curriculum because the tests con-
tain questions similar to those that are undertaken in regular classroom 
learning and assessment. 
 
Another round of Primary Health, Rangers and AUSCO “Block” is about 
to commence in Week 6. All of our non-OP Year 11 and 12 students 
cease regular classes and pick up one of the above mentioned certificate 
courses for a one week intensive Block. These Blocks run smoothly due 
to the hard work and organisation of all the staff involved.  
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I hope you all had a blessed Easter. During the holidays, all of 
our St Teresa’s staff had a two day Conference at the Year of 
Mercy Gathering in Townsville. It was good to see so many 
teachers from across our Diocese – from Mt Isa to Winton and Cloncurry. We were 
all there to participate in workshops on how we can all be a light of mercy to 
others. The theme of the Gathering was “Illuminating Life”. We were blessed with 
so many enriching workshops – which all had the message of how we can serve 
others. This also resonates with our boys at school. The themes of our school 
Retreats focus on how we can show kindness and mercy to those we know and 
meet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ASS I STANT PR INC IPAL  -  RE L IG IOU S 
EDUC AT ION 
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Year 8s had their Retreat at the Dairy in week 2 and enjoyed their time together as 
we explored the theme of Discipleship. There was an excellent workshop on telling 
the stories in the Bible through sand art. You can search for Joe Castillo on You 
tube. He was so right in saying that we should not stop sharing the stories with 
students. 

We have also started this term with fundraising for our boys who are going to work 
in the Philippines during the September holidays, with the Missionaries of the Poor. 
The Missionaries do wonderful work on serving the destitute. Fr Damian leads the 
Mission trip, and aims to build a house for a family! This really is putting words such 
as “Illuminating Life” into action. You can visit the MOP site to find out more about 
the wonderful work they do (www.missionariesofthepoor.org). I know it will 
certainly be a life changing experience for our boys.  

At the moment, the boys are raffling a 10kg chocolate bar!! Please feel free to buy 
any tickets! 

 
 
 
DDiana Brodowska 
ASS ISTANT PRINCIPAL 
REL IGIOUS EDUCATION 
 
 

ASS I STANT PR INC IPAL  -  RE L IG IOU S 
EDUC AT ION 
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The rain may have kept beach goers away, but it didn’t deter our 
enthusiastic students from fulfilling their commitment to Clean Up 
Australia Day 2016. 
 
The College registered the Forrest Beach frontage as their clean up 
site for 2016, and managed to catch a break in the rain to complete their mission. Around 
forty boys volunteered their Sunday afternoon to comb the beach front for litter, leaving 
the beachfront and park in pristine condition.  
 
The students frequently visit Forrest Beach on their weekends, and welcomed an 
opportunity to demonstrate their appreciation of the beautiful location.  
 
 
GGailene Kaurila 
SCHOOL CHAPLAIN 
 

 

SCHOOL CHAPLA IN  
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CLEAN UP  AUSTRAL IA  DAY 2016  
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COMMUNITY  ENGAGEMENT AND ENROLMENT S  

 
As we welcome back students for Term 2, I would like to thank parents for 
returning the forms sent out over the holidays updating information for our 
records. With enrolment numbers at capacity, we are still encouraging appli-
cants to apply for this year as we are continuously reviewing our numbers. 
We will also look to intake enrolment applications for 2017 in Term 3 of this 
year. 
 
IIYDP Camp 
Term 1 saw the first IYDP student camp which was held on Magnetic Island. 
Our year 10 and 11 students thoroughly enjoyed and embraced the experi-
ence. They completed workshops that involved cultural dancing, resilience 
training and problem solving activities. This Term it is the junior students 
that will have the opportunity to enjoy the camp experience at Paluma.  
 

Community Visits 
Once again we will be travelling throughout communities to visit families of 
our  students, as well as meeting new families who are interested in learning 
more about our College. In Term 1, we had the opportunity to visit Elcho Is-
land and I was amazed by the wonderful hospitality that we received. It was a 
joy to visit the homeland of one of Australia’s most amazing singer/song writ-
er’s Geoffrey “Gurrumul” Yunupingu, and an experience I will not forget. This 
Term we will be visiting the communities of Weipa and Bamaga, as well as 
Doomadgee, Burketown, Mt Isa and Normanton. 
 
 
Aaron Thaiday 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT OFFICER 
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FROM THE  L IBRARY  

Exciting news from St Teresa’s Library! 
 
We are in a transformation phase of our             
Library Management System, now called         
Destiny. This system includes relevant data-
bases, e-books and e-resources for both staff 
and students along with the usual circulation 
and cataloguing. 
 
New books and DVD’s for staff and students 
are also being purchased to enhance our          
Library resources available for your sons. The 
Reading for Pleasure program currently          
running with the Year 7s and 8s has been tar-
geted for new and exciting reading material. 
The Learning Enrichment Centre has been sup-
ported through the downloading of e-books 
onto an iPad to enhance student learning.  
 
Please continue to encourage your son to read 
newspapers, magazines, books, both at home 
and whilst at the College. 
 
Happy Reading! 
  
Helen and Mary 
ST TERESA’S COLLEGE LIBRARY 
 
 
 

 

Izaak, McGuire House        
Captain reading non-fiction 

Tariq and Trent reading  
new novels. 

Frederico, Reading for  
Pleasure Program 

Kelvin, Reading for            
Pleasure Program 

Soren, Reading for Pleasure 
Program. 

READING IN THE LIBRARY IS A PLEASURE 
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Welcome back to an exciting Term 2. 
 
This Term is 11 weeks and we have a lot of sport to fit in, already 
during the holidays we had three boys: Pemulwuy Yanner, David 
Esrom, and Philemon Baira participating at the National Kickstart 
Indigenous/ Multi-cultural AFL Championships. It is with great excitement that I can say that 
Philemon has been selected in the “U16 Australian Flying Boomerang side”, a wonderful 
achievement that we are very proud of. The boys will also later in the term compete at the 
U15 AFL State School boys Championships down on the Sunshine Coast. 
 
These same boys then joined up with Thomas Pensio, Ethan Deemal, Brayden Thorley, Buddie 
Baira and Ezekiel Peter to be part of the U16 Cairns Crusader team to play at the North 
Queensland AFL Championships at Airlie Beach. The team went through the carnival 
undefeated and won the championships. Another wonderful achievement by our students, 
 
This week we have our U15 and Open Rugby League team playing in Townsville against Kirwan 
State High for the Aaron Payne Cup and the Cowboys Challenge Cup. 
 
Looking forward to the next few weeks, we will be holding our own inter-house cross country 
to see who will reign supreme in House dominance, Following this event we will host the 
Herbert River Cross Country trials where the top place finishers will then go to Townsville for 
North Queensland School Trials. As a school we have a lot to look forward to this term in 
sport. I look forward to bringing you more wonderful news of our students achievements, 
“It is not how we feel, it is what we do that matters” 
 
BBrendon Napier 
HEAD OF SPORT 

SPORTS  COORDINATOR  
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L EE  SHANNON — SEN IOR  COORDINATOR  

I saw a quote the other day that said “Work is hard. Distractions are plen-
tiful. And time is short.”  
 
I can’t believe how much that sums up the senior years of schooling, Year 
11 students are very quickly learning the difference between expectations 
of the junior school compared to the senior school and the changes they 
need to make in such things as attitude and work ethic. Year 12 students 
are seeing how close graduation is and the steps that they need to take to 
ensure they have the best possible chance to reach their goals.  
 
Other than academic goals being the focus, Year 12s are looking at how 
they can show exemplary leadership through example. This includes being 
in class on time, wearing the uniform correctly and setting responsible ex-
amples for the younger students. 
 
The first two weeks have already shown how busy the rest of the Term 
will be.  Kaid, Jaiden, Tayarne and Kaia participated in a Christian medita-
tion retreat at Gumburu at Paluma and fundraising has begun for the trip to 
the Philippines. 
 
The Senior assessment calendar has been finalized for this term as well as 
sporting and cultural events locked into the calendar. Other additions in-
clude; QCS practice, public speaking, license testing, block training, work 
experience and so much more. It is very clear that ‘Time is short” and no 
doubt “Distractions” will be plentiful. Now is the time to focus on the end 
goal. Together with Lauren Henning our Senior school counsellor I am 
working to help provide all the support needed to help students remain fo-
cused and work through stress as it arrives.  
 
This will be a busy but extremely productive term for Year 11 and 12.  
 
LLee Shannon 
SENIOR COORDINATOR 
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F I J I  CYCLONE  APPEAL  

Category 5 Tropical Cyclone Winston, the biggest ever cyclone to hit the 
Southern Hemisphere, ravaged the tiny island nation of Fiji in February of 
this year. One of the worst hit areas was Nabukadra Village in the Nakoro-
tubu District in the Province of Ra. 
 
Ben Turagabeci is a Residential Coordinator at our College and hails from 
the Village of Nabukadra. He and his wife Merelita have been working on 
raising money to send a shipping container over to Nabukadra to restore 
what little possessions the village owned. The College has been supporting 
the Fiji Appeal with donations of money, non-perishable foods, kitchen-
ware, clothing, beddings etc. 
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F I J I  CYCLONE  APPEAL  

 
 

 
MAK ING TOYS  FOR F I J I  IN  WOOD-

WORK CLASS  


