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Message from the College Leadership Team
We are well on our way through term three
and there has been a lot happening around
the College to make sure that students are
on track with their learning. The safety and
health of our students and staff is a priority.
We continue to follow strict covid regulations,
outlined by the Australian Health Protection
Principal Committee. The students have
adapted very well to the new rules that
prioritise good health, high levels of
hygiene and social distancing.
Our resident nurse, Ms Therese Reid,
addresses our students weekly on
assembly with clear health messages
and students are encouraged to
visit the health clinic with any
concerns. We are grateful to
the many teams of professionals
who ensure that our students’
health and safety is kept to an
optimal level. We hope that you enjoy
reading this newsletter as it captures the

life of the college and the holistic way that our
students are supported and encouraged to
be future leaders. On another note we would
like to wish all our Fathers, Grandfathers,
Uncles and Brothers a happy Fathers day.

God our Father,
Bless all of the Fathers,
Grandfathers, Uncles and
Brothers. Father, we ask you to
guide them to be loving, strong role
models to their families.
We ask that You help
them to be a Father
like You are. Give them
grace, gentleness and
patience to handle
situations in a
loving way.
Amen
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I’d like to thank the teachers and hardworking
school officers for all the work they have
planned and their efforts in supporting the
boys back into the classroom after so much
time away from the routine of school. We
have been busy collating evidence of learning
for the time we had in the classrooms during
semester one so that a progress report can be
sent home in the next two weeks. For many
students this has been a difficult task as term
one was cut short and of course, there was
no face-to-face learning during term two.
Set Planning and subject choices for electives
began for year 10 students at the beginning of
the term. All year 10 are now working in their
VET elective lines that will continue into year
11 and through to year 12. The students

will achieve a
Certificate II by the
end of year 11 and
a Cert III by the end of year 12 in their chosen
areas ensuring a solid career pathway and
QCE.
Year 12 are currently working hard to wrap up
their course work in their Certificate courses
and have done an amazing job at catching up
on what was missed during term 2.
The staff in the LEC have been in constant
contact with parents and caregivers to try to
contextualise and individualise learning as
best we can. The information gathered from
these calls, as well as student assessments
has allowed us to put hearing systems in
every single classroom in the school.

Aquaculture

This term, as part of the
Certificate II in Aquaculture, Year
11 students have been raising
Barramundi fingerlings. Students
have learnt how to successfully
monitor water quality and fish
health and operate a Recirculating
Aquaculture System.
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year 12 Furnishing Skills
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Year 10
Subject
Selection

Australian Defence Force Visit

Yesterday ADF representatives spoke
to year 10, 11 and 12 students about
careers in the ADF. The presenters
gave the students an insight into
their careers and life in the ADF. The
students gained knowledge about
the range of different jobs and career
pathways in the Australian Defence
Force and how to apply.

Year 10’s have
chosen
elective
subjects to experience
for senior study. Here are
some of our Year 10 students
in their chosen elective
subject areas.

We can

for Baby

Weka

The Year 10’s are leading the charge at
the College to start recycling cans and
bottles to raise money for the loved and
late Mr Torres Weka. Torres’ partner,
Amy Barbi, is due with their son in
October and the money raised
from the cans and bottles will
be donated to help with the care
of their son, who will be named
Torres Junior.
The project is also close to the heart

of
our
st u d e nt s
as
they
embark
on an environmental quest to help care
for country. Year 10 student, Wilo, came up
with the name for the recycling project. Wilo
from Saibai Island, like many of our students,
see the damaging effects of global warming
in their communities. It is great to see our
students having the courage to care for others
and the environment.
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Year 12’s
connecting with

Community
Year 12 students helped to build
an
environmental
playground
at Abergowrie State School and
were today invited to attend the
official opening of the new space.
Our students continue to build
connections in the wider community
to help others. The garden looks great
Abergowrie State School. Well done
to all involved!

Great career path

for students

As part of their Certificate II in Health
Support, Year 11 Health students have
been undertaking health assessments
on staff. They have been checking
temperatures, blood pressure, heart rate,
weight and height and assisting staff to
set some health goals.

The Library
never sleeps

The library is buzzing with activity again having
teachers and students engaged in teaching and
learning. Our Year 8’s have been reading Holes by Louis
Sachar, where they have been discussing the many
reasons people dig holes. They have sifted through gem
stones from all over Australia, and have created and
classified indigenous artifacts that may be found in their
Communities using archeological and anthropological processes.
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Counsellors

Corner

Welcome to the Counsellors Corner, your
regular wellbeing update from our College
Guidance Counsellors!
After an extended break due to Covid
restrictions, many of the Gowrie boys have
been experiencing some homesickness.
Homesickness is a normal and expected
experience of boarding school life that can
affect each student differently. Homesickness
is the subjective distress caused by being
away from home, attachment figures and/or
objects.

To help in times of homesickness, we put
together a Homesickness Factsheet that has
been inserted with this newsletter - 10 great
tips for parents and carers. The ways in which
parents and carers respond to homesickness
is a critical factor, and it is important that family
members avoid inadvertently reinforcing or
encouraging their child’s distress.
One of the best ways to manage homesickness
is to keep busy, so please encourage your
child to take full advantage of the afternoon
activities offered through the Emerging
Leaders Program!
Please keep an eye out for the Homesickness
Factsheet for more information.
ANDREW POLLOCK | GUIDANCE COUNSELLOR

Today’s Students

Tomorrow’s Scientists
Year
10
students
investigated
how
different metal salts
change the colour of
a flame. Green, red,
orange and purple
flames were all observed.
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Congratulations

BenjamIn
We are thrilled to announce that Year 12 student,
Benjamin Kleingeld, is this years recipient of the
prestigious Catholic Education, Deus Caritas Est,
award for Christian living. Benjamin was presented
with his award by Bishop Tim and TCEO Director,
Ms Jacqui Francis at the Townsville Cathedral.
Congratulations Benjamin. You daily live out the
Gospel teachings of love .

The Abergowrie YCS group
loved having a social catch
up with fellow YCS Townsville
students at the Warrina
Ice Skating rink. Thank you
to Jarrod Bell, the YCS coordinator, for organising the
event. It was great fun!!

Young

Christian

Society

Welcome to WARRGAMAY

Country
Anyone who has visited the College over the last
term would have noticed the new artwork in
the Administration office. The artwork tells the
story of “Yamani” The Rainbow Serpent which is
a part of the Warrgamay tradition.

The College feels very honoured to have
Warrgamay Traditional Owners, Ms Elaine
Morganson, Ms Lorna Ryan & Mr Michael Ryan
as a part of the College Staff.
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Drumming Circle
Students and staff were treated to the amazing sounds of Rhythm
Connection and were given the opportunity to participate in creating
the most amazing beats. Below are some pics of the fun that was had...

Basketball
The basketball team this year
has been set a challenge by
being entered into the U19’s
Men’s competition as part of
the Townsville Giants team. So
far this season they have been
undefeated. The secret to
the wins seems to be the
chemistry between the
players and the hard
defence and fast attack
strategy. It is always
entertaining watching the
team play and the dynamics
between them.
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The Message Stick
St Teresa’s College, Abergowrie is the home
away from home for students coming
from 47 different communities all around
Queensland, Northern Territory and Papua
New Guinea. A large number of our boys
come from communities in the Cape and
Torres Straits, as well as communities such
as Yarrabah, Palm Island and Woorabinda. As
a College Family, we are very lucky to have
so many students from many different tribes
and backgrounds coming together to learn
and grow on beautiful Warrgamay Country.

The staff at the college are very aware of the
trust placed in them to care for and educate
your sons. We acknowledge the uncertainty
of the current times in regards to the COVID
19 pandemic and I want to assure you
that the safety of your sons and our home
communities is very important to us. We
are not only fortunate to be on Warrgamay
Country but the College is physically isolated
from any other community in the Herbert
River Valley, 39.6km from Ingham, and

149.4km from Townsville and 273.3km from
Cairns. As an Old Boy, originally from the
remote community of Hammond Island, I
understand the seriousness of looking after
our elders, families and communities during
this time.
This is a message to our Families that while
your sons are away from home, they are safe.
Please feel free to call nurse Therese on 4780
8334 or the College directly on 4780 8300 if
you have any concerns.
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Weekend Camping
Weekend activities have included
students enjoying the great outdoors.
They have camped at the College Dairy,
making the most of being on Warrgamay
Country, beautiful weather and being
together as Gowrie brothers.
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Emerging Leaders
Afternoon Activities

Our new Afternoon Activities were first promoted
to St Teresa’s Emerging Leaders via a short video
posted on the college’s Facebook page during the
Term 2 school holidays. This process allowed the
students and their families some insight on the
range of Afternoon Activities available for our
Emerging Leaders to choose from.
Upon the students return to the college they had
the opportunity to participate in the Emerging
Leaders Afternoon Activities Expo. The aim of the
expo was to provide the students with a stronger
understanding of what the Afternoon Activities
would involve along with any conditions applicable
to certain activities.
During the Expo the students were given the
opportunity to choose 3 preferred activities from
the 10 available. Each student that attended
the Expo was allocated to either their 1st or 2nd
preference, and we have been able to assign all
other students to one of their three preferred
activities. From the 10 original activities that were
proposed, we are currently running 7 Afternoon
Activities across the Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday afternoons of each week. It is great to
see the students, as Emerging Leaders, engaging in
these Afternoon Activities which are designed to
provide valuable experiences, skill development
and opportunities to enrich connections between
our Gowrie Brothers and staff.

Jason Woods

EMERGING LEADERS
ENGAGEMENT OFFICER

GOWRIEvs House
House
NEWS

Touch Competition
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Interhouse athletics

The College community was dressed in an array of red, blue, yellow and green in
preparation for the Annual Interhouse Athletics Carnival. As with previous years, we
were also blessed with wonderful sunny weather which allowed all the students to
enjoy the day outdoors.
The students were all enthusiastic and whether an athlete or not, each boy tried their
best to gain points for their house. The competition was close for most of the day with Doran
and Ryan Houses battling for top position at each points update. In the end however, it was
Doran who came out on top with 693 points.

FIRST

AGE CHAMPIONS
SECOND

12 YEARS

Jarrod Dau

Wrench Mills

13 YEARS

Jahral Booth

Ronald Hero

Benji Esrom
15 YEARS Conwell Sailor
16 YEARS Dexter Mimi
OPEN
Henry Filewood
14 YEARS

Jayden Harris
Wilorni Waia
Toby Barney
Frederico David

THIRD
Darcy Anthony &
Thomas Melville-Simmons
Reece Hero & Tearawa
Hobbler
Darius Lewin-Pearson
Nodoro Mabo
Demas Farrell
Jack Miller

Message from the College Nurse
The term is almost
over and I have
been so proud of
the students on
how they have
kept themselves
healthy, strong
and safe during
this time period.
The boys have
shown
me
that they are
great carers for
themselves and
for others. We
are so fortunate
to live in such
a
beautiful
remote area of North Queensland where
we have been free from all the major illnesses
including Covid 19 cases. The boys have been healthy
and strong during term and have been listening to all

the new rules of washing hands, personal hygiene and
coming to see me in the infirmary if they are feeling a
bit sick. We have been having talks at assembly about
the importance of looking after ourselves not just
physically but also mentally during these uncertain
times. The year 7’s and year 10’s will be having their
immunisations next week and I have encouraged them
to come and see me if they are concerned about this so
that I can explain the importance of been immunised
for themselves but also for their communities. The
other exciting health news is that the dental van will be
here next term over a period of two weeks. This gives
the boys an opportunity to get their teeth checked
and issues sorted. I have thoroughly enjoyed working
for and with the students of Abergowrie College and I
greatly appreciate the respect they show me and more
importantly how they are looking after themselves
physically and mentally during the term period. Please
feel free to ring me in the infirmary if you have any
queries or concerns that you would like voiced in
regard to your boys. Please keep safe and healthy and
God bless.
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Year Level Camps
Hello to our wonderful St Teresa’s community.
Prior to the start of this term, a lot of work was
put into developing a camping program for all of
your year levels. With the help of our fantastic
Emerging Leaders program we were able to
purchase much needed camping equipment
that would keep our boys safe and warm during
the camping season. The purpose of all camps
was to provide outdoor opportunities for every
student in the College and provide education
and knowledge about the Warragamay country
as well as fostering a respect for caring for all
countries, no matter where our mobs are from.
This connection to country is something that our
students indicated that they really missed while
they were at College and away from home. Our
camp program began with the Year 7’s in week 2,
and was soon followed by the Year 8’s and Year
11’s. This week, our Year 9’s and 10’s will be taking
part in their camping experiences. All camps
have taken place at the College campgrounds,
affectionately known as “The Dairy”. We are very
lucky to have such a beautiful and well-resourced
venue such as the Dairy and the nightly yarning
around the fire pit is a much loved feature of all

year level camps. The response from
students has been excellent. I would
like to take this opportunity to thank
our Pastoral Leaders, Matt Rice, Chris
Hatcher and Katherine Coulter for their
organisation and commitment in caring for the
boys. I would also like to extend my appreciation
to our traditional owners Michael Ryan and
Elaine Morganson for their help in educating the
boys on camp and to all of our wonderful staff
who have given up their time away from their
own families to be with the boys throughout
each of the camps.
This term has also seen the introduction of
our Positive Behaviour for Learning (PB4L)
program. Developed in conjunction with our
core pillars of “We are Respectful, We are Safe,
We are Learners” the PB4L program looks to use
incentives and ongoing support for students to
encourage the uptake of positive behaviour. A
key feature of the program is the Gowrie Good
Ways tickets which are used to reward students
for making good behaviour choices. It is early
days yet, but we are seeing many positive signs
of good choices coming out of the program.
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Emerging Leaders Incentive Scheme
The Emerging Leaders Incentive Scheme
has had to make some adjustments to the
delivery of its program at the College in 2020
due to COVID-19 disruptions.
During Term 2, while students were at home
and unable to attend school, all students
received an Emerging Leaders Care Pack
which included an Engagement workbook,
Wellbeing workbook, stationery supplies,
playing cards, and a packet of lollies.
Upon the return to school in Term 3, all
students completed a Personal Leadership
Agreement (PLA) with their Mentor. The
aim of the PLA process was to check in
with students regarding their physical and
emotional wellbeing as they returned to
the College after more than 15 weeks’
absence, and to help them to refocus on their
school work by setting goals in Attendance,
Academic Improvement and Engagement
and identifying strategies to assist.
Students will again work towards attending
a Reward Day at the Barra Fun Park at the
end of this term by achieving 3 Bs in their
Application and Co-operation marks for the
term, and regular attendance at lessons
and afternoon activities. Students who are
unable to reach these goals will remain at the
College to participate in a workshop led by
DIYDG (Deadly Inspiring Youth Doing Good.)

Year 12 students will be offered a
Post-School Pathways Pack aimed
at equipping them for their careers
or further study next year. Items
could include a laptop, work wear,
interview clothing and tools.
All students will receive a custom-designed
Gowrie Emerging Leaders shirt when they
return in Term 4. We love the design we’ve
come up with and hope the boys wear it
proudly both at the College and in their
community!
Student/Mentor relationship have continued
to develop through regular meetings on
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday mornings.
We thank all 23 Mentors for their guidance
and commitment to supporting their
students.
We look forward to developing the program
further in 2021 and achieving meaningful
and beneficial outcomes for all our students.

Year 11 Bike Ride

