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FROM THE  PR INCIPAL 

 

Dear Gowrie Family, 

 

I am writing this article after returning from a visit to Dajarra near Mt Isa,  

what a wonderful community! Tomorrow Fr Pius and I are heading to  

Mornington Island, a community that has had a long association with St 

Teresa’s College. I’m particularly looking forward to this visit, as it will be  

my first time to Mornington Island as well as having the opportunity to catch up 

with our current and past parents and students. 

 

Recently we celebrated our Founders Day, Blessed Edmund Rice. It was a 

wonderful day celebrating our history as well as acknowledging the Christian 

Brother charism that permeates and gives meaning to our Gowrie community. 

IMPORTANT 

DATES 
 

19th May 
BLW 

 
26th May 

NATIONAL SORRY DAY 
 

27th May 
RELAY FOR LIFE 

 
19th June 

Yr 10 RETREAT 
 

23rd June 
TERM ENDS 

 
23rd June—30th June 

CONFRATERNITY SHIELD 
CARNIVAL 
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 FROM THE  PR INCIPAL  

Below are some photos of our most recent projects namely our: 

 Newly renovated Library 

 Newly renovated Year 7 classrooms 

 Our new Agricultural Shed 

 Our recently renovated tennis court 

 Our newly purchased Teaching and Learning spaces 

 Revamped weights room with new gym equipment 

 Kitchen area 

Plans for the new Residence that will commence building in second semester for occupancy in 2018. 
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As you can see there has been significant investments over the last six months with plans in place to continue building 

and renovating this great school. It is our mission to ensure our students have access to the most contemporary, educa-

tionally vibrant facilities we can muster. I must thank the Townsville Catholic Education Office who have been great  

supporters of the College and instrumental in bringing to fruition many of the projects listed. 

 

Also in this Newsletter is a letter from Dr Cathy Day, Executive Director, Townsville Education Office in relation to the 

recent announcement concerning Catholic School Funding. As you will see from the various newsletter articles, there is 

much to celebrate! Thank you to each and every one of you in supporting the College as we continue the sacred task of 

providing the best possible educational experience for the boys. 

Rob Corboy 

PR I N C I PA L  

FROM THE  PR INCIPAL 
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Federal Government changes create uncertainty for school funding  

 

 

Over the last week you will have heard significant discussion in the me-

dia about school funding and Catholic schools in particular.  

The funding package announced by the Prime Minister and the  

Education Minister includes a number of changes that should be of con-

cern to us as a Catholic school community. 

 

While the package includes a base funding increase beyond what had 

previously been proposed by the Federal Government, it also alluded 

to a number of changes to the existing funding system which may im-

pact on the overall level of funding to Queensland Catholic schools.   

 

The Catholic education sector is concerned the Federal Government 

has, to date, been unable to provide the necessary detail to allay con-

cerns about potential funding reductions.   

Some key points of concern include: 

 

 The absolute failure of the Federal Government to consult with 

the Catholic sector before announcing its proposed changes 

 

 The lack of detail and so a heightened sense of uncertainty about 

our future funding position 

 

 Proposed changes to the funding model which target Catholic 

school systems and which will potentially reduce our funding and 
impact on fee levels in schools.  

 

The Catholic education sector has urged the Federal Government to 

urgently meet Catholic education representatives to provide more de-

tail about how the proposed changes will impact on schools, teachers 

and parents and to negotiate an acceptable outcome. 
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We are over half way through Semester One and the focus for all of the boys 
from here on will be on assessment and locking in solid grades at the end of 
semester. The Boarders Long Week-end is rapidly approaching meaning that 
class time and study time is to be fully utilised leading into this mid-term break. 
 
Years 7 & 9 students sat the NAPLAN tests on the 9-11th of May. These NAPLAN 
tests were not a test of content. Instead, it tested skills in literacy and 
numeracy that were developed over time through the school curriculum. The 
tests will identify whether all students have the literacy and numeracy skills 
that provide the critical foundation for their learning, and for their productive 
and rewarding participation in the College community. Students were assessed 
using common national tests in reading, writing, language conventions 
(spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy. 
 
It is important to note that the NAPLAN tests were not tests students could ‘prepare’ for. 
Students should continue developing their literacy and numeracy skills through their school 
curriculum because the tests contain questions similar to those that are undertaken in 
regular classroom learning and assessment. 
 
This week the Year 10 students had a wonderful excursion to Mungalla Station. The boys 
were given a number of work related tasks to be completed and each student performed 
these duties admirably. Mrs Harrington gave the students valuable feedback for future work 
experiences. 
 
Congratulations to the Senior and Junior Debating teams that have commenced through to 

the next round of debates in Townsville later this month. 

 

Angus Galletly 

DEPUTY  PRINCIPAL —CURRICUL UM 

 

DEPUTY PR INCIPAL  —  CURRICULUM 

 



GOWRIE NEWS | SEMESTER 1 | TERM 2 

BLOCK WEEK 
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A S S I S TA N TP R I N C I PA L — R E L I G I O US  ED U C AT I O N  

Dear Gowrie Family, 

 
I hope you had a blessed and joyful Easter. It was so good to see our boys return, after 

the Easter break, eager and ready to start Term 2. The start of the term was already a 
busy one. Year 8 had their Retreat. A Retreat is a time, quite specific to a Catholic 
school, which gives space away from school to reflect and think about our own spiritual-

ity, along with our relationship with God and Christ. It is also a time where we can be 
together as a year group to develop a better understanding of ourselves, and work with 
others. 

 

Year 8 spent the day at the Dairy, and reflected on Friendship. This then supported our 

theme of “arrive as strangers, leave as brothers”. It was good to see the Year 8 group 

work together and have fun together as brothers – they have learned how to always 

support each other, to support their family and community. They also learned how to 

support their faith – by giving time and space for that. Mass was celebrated with FrVital-

is.  

 
The boys tell me that they loved the Retreat time, and see it as a valuable part of their 
school life at St Teresa’s. 

Our Year 10’s attended Fr Tim Harris’s Ordination as the 6th Bishop of Townsville. The 
ceremony was powerful and wonderful to witness. There are so many special moments: 
The smoking ceremony, the Welcome to Country, the submission, guard of honour for 
the mitre, ring and crozier; the Bishop meeting the students – he tells us that he will 

visit St Teresa’s very soon! 

 

We celebrated Founder’s Day on May 4th. This is a special day to celebrate the people 
who built our College – namely the Christian Brothers, founded by one of our Patron’s, 

Blessed Edmund Rice. We celebrated with a lovely Mass, after which we had a special 
Morning Tea. The boys then had a day with all of their Year group with activities orga-
nized by their Co-Ordinators. It was a day that also celebrated the very special Gowrie 

Spirit. 

The next few days will be equally as busy, as we honour Sorry Day and Reconciliation 

Week, which I’ll feature in our next Newsletter! 

Photo’s over the page. 

 

 

 

Diana Brodowska 

A S S I S T A N T  P R I N C I P A L — R E L I G I O U S  E D U C A T I O N  
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EDMUND RICE DAY 
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ED M U ND  R I CE  DAY  
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YEAR 7 NIGHT STUDY PROGRAM 

 

Night Study is a regular part of the boarding program here at St. Teresa’s. Each 

dormitory has its own set of rostered staff to supervise and assist the boys with 

their study/homework.  

 

This term we have created a special program for Year 7. The boys are placed in a 

group of six and each one of those groups focuses on a particular activity: 

Reading, Development of coordination skills through physical education activities, 

Art, and Drama. As this year progresses we hope to add some other items such 

as cooking.  

 

Boys work in the group, covering one of the areas mentioned, for the week, and then focus on one 

of the other activities the following week, thus allowing for the boys to experience all the activities 

throughout the term.  

 

It’s early days and we are monitoring the program to see if it is actually helpful for our boys. The 

photos below give an indication of the involvement of the boys in the various activities. We hope 

that this new program will help the boys to develop in a variety of ways and that this useful time 

will help them, as they mature, to become independent learners. 

 

God Bless 

Fr Pius Jones 

AS S I S T A N T  P R I N C I P A L — R E S I D E N T I A L  

ASS I STANT PR INCIPAL —RES IDENTIAL  
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St Teresa’s College Library…. 
 
We have been continuing in our quest to purchase new and exciting reading material for all the boys 

in the College to enjoy from Steve Parish’s flora and fauna series to Jeannie Baker’s The Hidden 
Forrest and Anthony Hill’s Animal Heroes which has been particularly sort after recently due to 
ANZAC Day. 

 

 

Our Year 7’s have completed the reading of The Big Friendly Giant by Roald Dahl from Term 1 with 

a BFG party watching the DVD and eating lots of popcorn.  

Term 2 finds us reading Escape from Mr Lemoncello’s Library by Chris Grabenstein. ‘Discover the 

coolest library in the world’ the novel suggest but we here at the College know that WE have the 

coolest library….it couldn’t possibly be better than ours! 

More new furniture has arrived in the library which gives our students different spaces to utilize 

through the day whether it’s for reading, chatting or class work….  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Happy reading, from Helen and Mary 

FROM THE  L IBRARY 
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CROSS -COUNTRY 2017  
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C o n f r a t e r n i t y  S h i e l d  C a r n i v a l  i s  c o m i n g  u p  d u r i n g  T e r m  2  H o l i d a y s .  

T h e  b o y s  h a v e  b e e n  t r a i n i n g  h a r d  

CROSS -COUNTRY 2017  
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