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F RO M T H E P R I N C I PA L
Dear Gowrie family

IMPORTANT
DATES
AUGUST 14
Herbert River
Athletics Carnival
AUGUST 17
Year 10 Retreat
AUGUST 17-20
Block week
AUGUST 21-24
Boarders Long
Weekend

TEACHING AND LEARNING
This term we have continued the strategy of
committing additional resources to our
teaching and learning areas by securing
external funding opportunities and
reprioritising the College’s own budgetary
position. As part of this approach, we
welcome this week Helen McClintock who
will be working at the College two days a
week as an IYLP teacher/tutor. It is our goal
to have class room teachers supported by
either a Learning Support teacher or an
IYLP Tutor in years 7-10 in English, Maths
and Science. With a wide range of ability
along with some very specific learning needs
amongst our student population, having in
class support or the ability to spend quality
one on one time during class should result
in a significant improvement in learning
outcomes for our boys.

This will be measured through our
independent testing regime known as PAT
M&R. Our goal is to have our students
attain and in some cases exceed age
appropriate literacy and numeracy levels by
the end of Year 10. This will place them in a
confident position to take the OP university
pathway, the VET program or a blending of
both. The College has also employed
Learning Support staff to accelerate those
students who are achieving academically and
to challenge them to reach their full
potential. I would like to welcome this week
Mr Sam Eldridge to the community. Mr
Eldridge is a trained HPE and music teacher
and will be working predominantly in the
Year 9 and 10 space.
Last week was a significant time for the
College, firstly with the athletics carnival on
Thursday followed by our community
NAIDOC day on the Friday. (cont' over page)

ATHLETICS Congratulations must go out to Doran house for winning the 2015 athletics carnival. It was a great
day as all year levels were involved, competing hard for their respective Houses. Based on the results from the
carnival, students will be selected to represent the College at the interschool athletics carnival in Ingham this
Friday.
NAIDOC this year again lived up to the celebrations the College is renowned for. We again had in the vicinity of
400 - 500 guests, visitors, friends, families and our own Gowrie community enjoying and celebrating this wonderful
event. In reflecting on the day, the activities, engagement, smiles, workshops, concerts and a mouthwatering lunch
was a credit to all involved. For me however, I delighted in what I saw in the lead up to the day; the preparation of
food into the early hours of Friday morning by not only kitchen staff but volunteers, seeing our younger students in
the boardroom bagging various items for our primary schools, the laminating of identification tags at 9pm on
Thursday night by staff, the 4am rise of students and staff preparing the Kup Murri, the team at 6am Friday morning
blowing up balloons in the hall, our dancers practicing, the students setting up the hall and workshop stations – the
list goes on. We as a Gowrie community came away richer for the experience, ensuring that all enjoyed the day
which was the main focus. The sense of oneness of purpose and the coming together of all who call St Teresa’s
home was just another expression of the Gowrie spirit. Well done to all.
SECURITY On another note, you may have also heard on Thursday evening of a situation where a domestic
dispute in Cairns resulted in a man and a young child reported in the Abergowrie area. We received information
soon after from the police that the individual concerned was in no way a threat to the community and there was
no need to enact any lockdown procedure. The boys were notified of this and we understand the situation was
resolved back in Cairns in the early hours of Friday morning. In situations like this, information is vital. I reiterated
to the student body that if they ever feel unsafe or are concerned, they need to speak to a staff member.
Furthermore, the College has procedures in place in the event of either an internal or external threat, and their
safety is always our first priority. I would also encourage parents if you ever have any concerns please do not
hesitate to contact the College.
COMMUNITY VISITS On Sunday, Fr Pius, Mr Aaron Thaiday and Ms Samira Innes departed the College to visit
our families from Yarrabah, Mossman and Wujal Wujal. We wish them safe travels and encourage those from these
communities to catch up with College staff. On Friday, August 21 to Tuesday, August 25, Fr Pius, Mr Thaiday and
myself will be visiting the communities of Hammond, Badu, Moa and Bamaga. Mr Thaiday will contact families with
the details of the trip.
BOARDING ACTIVITIES As I write this newsletter, the boarding community has once again put together an
actioned packed range of activities. These include Crushers rugby league games, fishing at Lucinda, movies and
shopping in Townsville, Year 9 disco at Ignatius Park in Townsville, a combined school formal in Ingham, a car show
in Townsville, beach trip to Forrest Beach and on site activities including BMX bike riding. A huge thank you to the
Boarding staff for their tireless commitment to the boys.
God bless,
Robert Corboy
PRINCIPAL
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H E A D O F B OA R D I N G
Dear Families
Boarders Long Weekend is approaching. Families have the option of their boys
traveling to three different locations: Townsville, Palm Island or Cairns. For boys to
go on leave, we require families to complete a Boarders Long Weekend Form.
These forms were posted at the end of last term. If you need a form, please contact
the Residential Office and a form can be faxed or emailed.
The cost is $50 to cover buses and the ferry to Palm Island. Please note that this cost is not covered by
scholarship or ABSTUDY and must be paid prior to the long weekend.
We encourage the boys to go on leave. It gives the boys a break from the college and the opportunity for many
families to see their boys. At the same time, it is not compulsory. Above all, when boys go on leave, it is
important for you and for us that the boys go to a place where they are safe. On the leave form, there is a space
for the details of the host family. We contact the host families to ensure that they are aware of the arrival time
of the boys.
Each boy will be given a letter and an itinerary. Please ask the boys for these when they arrive so that you are
aware of expectations and the details of the return trip to the College. Should you have any questions please
give us a call.
On another issue related to travel, many of the boys take bedding such as pillows and doonas when they travel.
We would appreciate your support in seeing that the boys return with these items as a number of them return
without any bedding.
The latest Gowrie Yarn has been sent to families and carers via email. We are aware that not all families have
access to email. If you would like a copy, please don't hesitate to call us.
As always, feel free to call should you like to know how your son is progressing on 4780 8348 or 4780 8335.
Wishing you all God's blessing and every best wish.
Fr Pius Jones SM
HEAD OF BOARDING
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A S S I S TA N T P R I N C I PA L - R E L I G I O U S
E D U C AT I O N
CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK
Term 3 has certainly got off to a very busy start. Our boys excelled themselves – in
their smart formal uniforms – at two Masses with other schools during Catholic
Education Week. Our Year 9s represented the rest of the school at Sacred Heart
Cathedral in Townsville. The whole school was also present for a Mass with all the Ingham Catholic schools at St
Patrick’s Church in Ingham. The boys were fantastic at both events. A big thank you also to the ladies in the
laundry who do a lot to get the boys ready for these big events.
Congratulations to Allan Wosomo, who received the Deus Caritas Est (God is Love) Award from TCEO for his
Christian service to others. He has thoughtfully made a donation to the Madagascar Clean Water Appeal. We
will be having a gold coin collection for the rest of the school soon!
ACTS OF KINDNESS
The theme of Catholic Education Week was “Acts of Kindness “ – we will continue with this theme throughout
our school year. Our boys will try to do an act of kindness for a teacher, boarding staff, site staff, visitor, and
fellow student. It is good to remember to be gentlemen with gentle hearts…
A Year 9 group carried out Acts of Kindness at Canossa Nursing Home. The group of boys were outstanding in
their kindness towards the elderly and the sick. Born Leaders! Thanks to Mrs Gailene Kaurila who made it all
happen.
WHATS ON NEXT
· Formal Dinner with the Parish—Wednesday August 19 at 6pm
· Year 10 Retreat at the Dairy—Monday August 17 (with the Passionists)
· World Youth Day presentation—Friday August 28 in the Chapel (8.30am)
HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION is on this Saturday (August 16th) – The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
This is when the Catholic Church honours the day when Mary, the Mother of Christ was Assumed into heaven.
Catholics in Australia, and in most parts of the world, are expected (and obligated) to attend Mass on this day. I
wish you a blessed, holy day!
Diana Brodwoska
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
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STUDENT OUTINGS
LEFT: The St Teresa's College Debating
Team travelled to Townsville this week to
compete against Ryan Catholic College.
Their topic was 'Smoking should be banned
in all public places', and the boys argued the
negative case. The boys performed very
well and did the College proud. Pictured is
Samuel Bon Wosomo, Jimmy Mestan and
Maia Au.
BELOW: A group of year 9 students visited
Canossa Home last week as part of
Catholic Education Week. The theme was
'Acts of Kindness' and students did their
part by spending time with the elderly
residents.
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HEAD OF STUDENTS
Welcome to Term 3!

It is hard to believe that we have already had three weeks of school, time
has simply flown by with all the events we have had on. With the busyness of
the term, it is important to take time to see how everyone is feeling, as
things can be often pushed to the side. Children’s feelings of self-worth or
self-esteem influence their happiness, success at school and the way they relate with others. Their selfesteem is influenced by their experiences of success and the messages they receive from those around
them. Children with a healthy level of self-esteem usually take sensible risks and extend themselves
more, as they have a realistic view of mistakes. Failure doesn’t reflect on them personally; they are still
OK and they won’t fall apart when things don’t go their way. Children with a healthy self-esteem tend
to be more resilient and cope better with problems and any changes that may occur. So how do we
develop this self-worth in our children? There is no simple answer, although if we follow the tips
below, we may be well on our way:
Allow children to do things for themselves as soon as they are able.
Celebrate children’s efforts and achievements in an enjoyable way.
Focus on their strengths rather than criticizing.
Value your children’s ideas, thoughts and opinions.
Help children experience success by breaking complex tasks into achievable goals.
I hope everybody has a productive, rewarding and enjoyable Term 3. I look forward to assisting in any
way I can.
Kind Regards,
Shawn Hague
HEAD OF STUDENTS
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H E A D O F S P O RT
HOUSE CHAMPIONS - DORAN
AGE CHAMPIONS
12 - Frederico David
13 - Sammy Bowenda
14 - Rebes Thaiday
15 - Lane Hooker
16 - Mark Rosendale
OPEN - Travis Gulliver
A big thank-you to all the students who participated and supported their fellow
competitors. I would also like to thank all the staff who assisted on the day - without
your help, the carnival just would not happen!

GOWRIE NEWS | SEMESTER 2 | TERM 3 | WEEK 4

NAIDOC 2015
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