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F RO M T H E P R I N C I PA L
Dear Parent(s), Guardians, Staff and Boys

Welcome to Term 2 and in particular,
our new staff and students who are
joining us for the first time.

IMPORTANT
DATES
MAY 5
Aaron Payne Cup @
Abergowrie
MAY 6 -7
Palm Island Visit
MAY 7
SF4NQ Careers Expo
MAY 12-14
NAPLAN Testing
MAY 14
Inter-school
Cross Country

Peter Kirby
Teacher
Deanna Chesterton
Teacher
Jonathon Sandow Boarding Supervisor
Gailene Kaurila
Chaplain
Colleen Clark
Cleaning
Krystle Lingwoodock
Acting Nurse
Jamahl Ross Acting Indig. Health Worker
REPORTS
Families should have received report
cards over the holidays. This is an
interim result and will provide you with
feedback on how your son is progressing
in his studies. I would encourage families
to contact teachers if you have any
questions or areas in need of
clarification. The report is an important
tool to keep families briefed on their
sons’ academic progress and I thank

those of you who have actively engaged
their son throughout the term. You will
also have received a Boarding Report
outlining your sons’ participation in the
boarding community, which should give
families an insight on how they are
engaging in this significant part of the
Abergowrie experience.
ANZAC DAY MARCH
According to several member of the
community including Parish Priest Fr
Damian McGrath and Hinchinbrook
Shire Mayor Roger Bow, this is the first
time in living memory that the entire
College has participated in the ANZAC
Day March. The accolades and
comments have been extraordinary and I
have in numerous forums this week
acknowledged the boys and staff for the
manner in which they represented
themselves, their families and the
College. The boys wore badges supplied
by the RSL Indigenous project
representing the 27 Indigenous Soldiers
(Continued over page..)

F RO M T H E P R I N C I PA L C O N T.
who fought in World War I. Our Year 9
students also held laminated placards outlining
the service history of soldiers who fought in the
war. This was part of their history course. The
boys walked with pride as they represented
these heroic individuals.

The surveys will take up to 15 minutes each to
complete and are about the school and its
practices. The surveys are quite 'heavy' in
language but I do appreciate any family who
would like to take up the invitation to provide
the college with feedback.

BOND UNIVERSITY
Our relationship with Bond University continues
with another group of university students joining
our community for the week. They have been
invaluable, as they have taken the opportunity to
work with teaching and residential staff in caring
for the boys. As a community, we look forward
each year to their support and once again they
have excelled themselves and are wonderful
ambassadors for the university.

To participate please follow the steps below:
The pathway to access the surveys is:
1 www.schoolidentity.net
2. Enter password: Ghj654
3 Click 'to the survey'
4 Click new user

TOWNSVILLE ABORIGINAL AND
ISLANDER HEALTH SERVICE (TAIHS)
TAIHS commenced this week and have been a
wonderful addition to the community. They bring
with them a wealth of experience and I am
excited for the opportunities that this new
relationship will offer.
LEUVEN SURVEY
As part of our verification and validation process
which is currently under way at the College, we
need to validate how we are performing as a
catholic school (our catholicity). In order to
quantify this, four surveys were developed, which
our community (staff, students and parents) are
invited to provide feedback.
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5 Scroll down and select the group you belong
to
6 Click St Teresa's College, then next
7 You will be given a user code and password.
Record these details so you return to complete
the surveys over a number of days if you wish.
8 Click next and commence your surveys.

Robert Corboy
PRINCIPAL

A S S I S TA N T P R I N C I PA L - R E L I G I O U S
E D U C AT I O N
I hope you had a blessed and joyful Easter. It was so good to see our boys return
after the Easter break, eager and ready to start Term 2. The start of the term was
already a busy one. Year 8 and Year 11 students had their retreats this week.
Retreats are a time, quite specific to a Catholic school, where student are given
space away from school to reflect and think about their own spirituality, along with their relationship with
God and Christ. It is also a time where they can be together as a year group to develop a better
understanding of themselves, and work with others.
Year 8 spent the day at the Dairy and reflected on why we have Saints and how they can help us in our lives,
particularly in time of need. We looked at how Saints (like Saint Teresa) are also role models for us. This
then supported our theme of “arrive as strangers, leave as brothers”. It was good to see the Year 8 group
work together and have fun together as brothers – they have learned how to always support each other, to
support their family and community. They also learned how to support their faith – by giving time and space
for that. Mass was celebrated with Fr Damian, and the boys were fantastic with their responses, and singing.
The boys tell me that they loved the Retreat, and see it as a valuable part of their school life at St Teresa’s
College. I will write about the Year 11 in the next Newsletter, as their Retreat was such a powerful one, it
needs the time and space to reflect that!
Diana Brodowska
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL – RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
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A S S I S TA N T P R I N C I PA L - C U R R I C U L U M
We are more than half way through Semester One and the focus for all of the boys from
here on will be on assessment and locking in solid grades at the end of semester. The
Boarders Long Weekend is rapidly approaching meaning that class time and study time is to
be fully utilised leading into this mid-term break.
Years 7 and 9 students will be sitting the NAPLAN tests on May 12-14. NAPLAN is not a
test of content. Instead, it tests skills in literacy and numeracy that are developed over time
through the school curriculum. The tests identify whether all students have the literacy and
numeracy skills that provide the critical foundation for their learning, and for their productive and rewarding participation in
the College community. Students are assessed using common national tests in reading, writing, language conventions
(spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy.
It is important to note that the NAPLAN tests are not tests students can ‘prepare’ for. Students should continue developing
their literacy and numeracy skills through their school curriculum because the tests contain questions similar to those that
are undertaken in regular classroom learning and assessment.
Term 1 of 2015 saw the trial of a “one day a week” approach to VET studies, however with “Blocks” having been successful
in 2014, it has been an easy decision to revert back to this mode of delivery.
Another round of the Primary Health, Rangers and AUSCO “Block” is about to commence in Week 5. All of our non-OP
Year 11 and 12 students stop regular classes and pick up one of the above mentioned certificate courses for a one week
intensive Block. These Blocks can only run so smoothly due to the hard work and organisation of the staff involved.
Angus Galletly
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - CURRICULUM

HEAD OF STUDENTS
Welcome back!
It has been great to see the way the whole school has settled back in with enthusiasm and
renewed excitement. This is an exciting time for learning and we are really pleased to have
you all aboard. Your child’s learning and wellbeing is our number one priority and we will
continue to strive to help each child reach their potential. With this in mind, we have
introduced several incentive programs to maintain the boys focus in and around the
classroom.
The first of these is the “Gowrie Dollars” program. This program allows boys to earn dollars for following the school code
of conduct. These dollars can then be used to purchase a variety of rewards. On top of this, every dollar earned by the
boys gives them an opportunity to win special prizes each fortnight in our “Dollar Draw”. The second initiative we have is
the “Gowrie Champion”. This award is voted on by the pastoral co-ordinators and recognises those boys who are
excelling in all aspects of Abergowrie life. These awards are much sort after and the boys receiving them are truly fine
young men. You may have seen the pictures of these gentlemen on our Facebook page.
I hope everybody has productive, rewarding and enjoyable Term 2 here at St Teresa’s College.
Kind Regards,
Shawn Hague
HEAD OF STUDENTS
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H E A D O F B OA R D I N G
Caring for the boys means more than ensuring that there is adequate supervision.
We are very fortunate that we have very dedicated residential coordinators and
supervisors who work hard to ensure that the boys are safe, happy and engaged. As
part of our commitment to the boys, we have engaged Di Friday, an ATSI Senior
Health Worker, to in-service the residential staff on all areas of healthy minds for
boys. Di has quite a bit of expertise in this area and has worked with our staff some
years ago. The purpose is to help staff to identify concerning signs that a boy may
be in distress and how to deal with it, who to contact for help and appropriate ways of responding to issues.
NEW STAFF
We warmly welcome Jonathon Sandow as a Residential Supervisor. Jonathan is originally from Cherbourg, New
South Wales. He has a partner and family in Ingham. Jonathan will work closely with Mr. Zach Cantwell,
Coordinator of Year 9 in Doran Dormitory. Jonathan is a keen footballer and plays in first grade for Crushers
Ingham.
BOARDERS LEAVE WEEKEND
Please note that Boarders Leave Weekend (BLW) is coming up this month. Boys going on the leave weekend
will go on Friday May 22 to one of three destinations: Cairns, Townsville or Palm Island. The college organises
buses to these places at a cost of $50 which must be paid prior to the weekend. Parents/families/carers are
required to fill in a BLW form. If the boys are staying with a host family, we contact that family to ensure that
they are aware of the arrival time of the boys. Please ensure that a current phone number is provided for the
host family. It is encouraged that boys go on leave weekend as it gives them a break from the college
environment. Although encouraged it is not compulsory. Some boys do not have family in the places mentioned
so they are welcome to stay at the college.
Leave weekend forms were sent home in the mail out of term reports. Should you not have a leave form, please
contact Merelita or Fr Pius in the Residential Office on 4780 8335 or 4780 8348. Alternatively, send us an email.
Wishing you all the very best. Remember, always feel free to phone if you are wondering how your boy is going.
Fr Pius Jones SM
HEAD OF BOARDING
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Y E A R 7 & 8 C O O R D I N ATO R
Term 2 and we have all hit the ground running. The boys seem happy to be back at
Abergowrie and were keen to share their hunting stories. They look relaxed and
refreshed and even though they said they weren’t ready for work, their actions
proved otherwise. The teachers also look relaxed, refreshed and keen to begin!
Both Year 7s and Year 8s have English assessment, a mystery narrative, due at the
end of week 4 and a number of other subjects have on going assessment
throughout the term so the boys cannot waste any of their learning time. Both year
groups are rotating through their electives; agriculture, ICT, metal work and wood work, which is giving them
an insight into a more ‘hands on’ curriculum. Music, guitar lessons and pottery are also being offered to both
groups throughout the year.
Last Tuesday, the year 8s participated in a retreat at the Dairy. The boys were given the opportunity to connect
as a cohort and express some of their views and ideas around the theme of ‘being a new student at St Teresa’s
College’. Thank-you to Ms Brodowska for creating a space for this to happen.
We all look forward to the rest of the term. Now we have all come to know each other better, we can begin
working as a teacher/student team to produce the best results for each and every boy.
Jo Davey
YEAR 7 & 8 COORDINATOR
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LEARNING ENRICHMENT CENTRE (LEC)
C O O R D I N ATO R
Term Two has now begun and Classroom Teachers, Learning Support Staff and
students have wasted no time in getting learning underway.
The Learning Support Team has been working closely with Year 7 and 8 teachers to
deliver differentiated learning activities for students. Using the Entrance Data to
inform classroom teaching and learning, students are now supported by two Extensions Teachers and School
Officers. Using the Literacy and Numeracy Data allows for better teaching programs and better outcomes for
all students. The Students commence each lesson together and then attend break-out sessions according to
their needs, and then come together again for the conclusion on the lesson. At times, there are as many as four
staff within the one classroom to provide support.
The Learning Support Centre has been buzzing with extension groups working with protractors and angles this
past week. Other students have also been attending oral reading assessments in the Centre. The Lego club has
commenced again this Term for two lunch hours and week. A couple of Year 7 students were waiting at the
door on the first day of school to ask when Lego Club would be starting again. It has been a wonderful start to
the term and we look forward to many more happy days filled with learning.
Anna Burberry
LEC COORDINATOR
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S P O RT S C O O R D I N ATO R
Welcome back.
Term Two is well and truly under way!
On Wednesday, the U15 Toyota Cup was played here at Abergowrie against
Kirwin State High School. The boys had a great first half with only four points in it,
but Kirwan asserted their dominance in the second half, claiming a 44-16 victory.
Well done to those boys who represented the College!
On Thursday, our inter-house cross country carnival took place, with Ryan being named House Champion.
Congratulations to our age champions:
Under 12 - Elijah Watt and Frederico David
Under 13 - Darnell Donahue
Under 14 - Pemelwuy Yanner
Under 15 - Brayden Thorley
Under 16 - Mark Rosendale
Under 17 - Jayden Coles
The inter-school cross country will be held in two weeks time.
This weekend, Liam Sawer, Bryton Taylor, Kyzaiah Bowen and Bakal Newman will travel to Ayr with teacher
Alex Bluck to compete at the North Queensland U12 Rugby League Trials; we wish them all the best. Next
week, we will host an Aaron Payne Cup Game against Ignatius Park with our Opens team. This will be the start
of hopefully many games in preparation for Confraternity at the end of this term.
We will also be heading to Ryan Catholic College to have two friendly games against their U12s and Reserve
team. It will be great to see our seniors and our most junior team travelling together and playing in front of one
another – something I am sure that both teams will appreciate the significance of.
Only three days after the game against Ryan, our Reserve team will line up against Gilroy in a fundraising event
for both schools to participate at Confraternity.
I look forward to bringing some results and more sporting news next fortnight.
Brendon Napier
SPORTS COORDINATOR

(left) Inter-house cross country age
champions, (right) Teacher Alex Bluck
with Bryton Taylor, Bakal Newman,
Liam Sawer and Kyzaiah Bowen.

GOWRIE NEWS | SEMESTER 1 | TERM 2 | WEEK 2

GOWRIE NEWS | SEMESTER 1 | TERM 2 | WEEK 2

G OW R I E H A P P E N I N G S
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