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I M P O R T A N T  

D A T E S  
 

NOVEMBER 12 

Defence Force 

Exercise 

 

NOVEMBER 14 

Banquet Night  

 

NOVEMBER 18 

Boarders Christmas 

Party 

 

NOVEMBER  

Graduation and  

Speech Day 

 

 

Dear Gowrie family, 

 

Earlier this week was All Saints Day, where 

the Catholic Church commemorates all 

those who have been officially beatified by 

the church. The number of saints is in the 

1000s and during the year, we tend to 

celebrate more commonly known Saints on 

their feast day such as St Vincent De Paul, St 

Therese of Liseuix, St Mary Mackillop and 

Blessed Peter To Rot. We as a catholic 

community also use this day to pray for all 

those people in our lives who are saintly by 

their action, yet may never be officially 

recognised by the wider church.  

 

Tuesday was All Souls Day, where 

we remembered all those who have passed 

on from this world. We pray for them and 

all those departed souls who do not have 

anyone here on this earth to pray for them. 

I have invited students to enter any 

names they would like for us to pray for in 

what we term ‘the book of life,’ that resides 

at the front of the chapel. Father Damian on 

Thursday will offer a mass for all those who 

have passed and who continue to hold a 

special place in the heart of 

their nominee.  Each name will not be called 

but rather all those names entered will be 

collectively prayed for on the day and each 

day through the month of November. 

 

Last week I had the privilege of attending 

the Townsville Catholic Education 

Indigenous Awards Ceremony, celebrating 

the achievements of students and those 

graduating from across the Diocese. As the 

biggest Indigenous school in the diocese, it 

was wonderful to see such a 

large contingent from the College. Our 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait dance troupes 

opened the ceremony and did a fantastic 

performance. (continued over page…) 

FROM T HE  PR INC IPAL  
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For those students not in Year 12, it gave them the added opportunity to see firsthand how we value and celebrate 

our indigenous students for achieving the significant milestone of graduation.  I would like to acknowledge also the 

following award winners: 

  

  Rebes Thaiday : Junior Academic, Sports Year 9 Winner 

  Jaydon Coles : Senior Academic Winner, Year 12 Bishop Putney Scholarship 

  Daniel Nallajar : IYLP Year 7 Highly Commended 

  Samuel Bon-Wosomo : IYLP Year 8 Highly Commended  

   Frederico David: Sports Year 7 Winner 

  Brandyn Castors : Sports Year 8 Winner 

  Mark Rosendale : Sports Year 11 Winner 

 

ST TERESA'S DAY  Last Friday, the College celebrated the patron saint of the College, St Therese of Lisieux. Her 

feast day was October 1, during the holidays, and according to Pope Pius X, she is 'the greatest saint of modern 

times'. Father Pius celebrated a mass dedicated to Saint Therese who is commonly referred to as the 'little flower'. 

As a community, we draw great example from her messages of the simplicity of faith and small acts of kindness that 

we are all challenged to do on a daily basis. This was then followed by a day of community celebration, namely the 

'Gowrie Factor.'  A fantastic day and one that truly highlighted the true Gowrie spirit. See photos attached.  

 

2016 INTERVIEWS  I am currently interviewing students for 2016 and our numbers are once again very healthy. In 

some year levels, we are at capacity and will be adding names to a waiting list. If you are intending to enrol a family 

member for next year or may know someone who intends to, please ask them to contact the college immediately.  

 

BLOCK  Last week, our senior students completed the last round of their Vocational and Educational Training 

certificate. All Year 11s should be awarded a Certificate II in Indigenous Primary Health, and our Year 12 students a 

Certificate I in either Conservation and Land Management or Construction. These certificates also go to support 

each student's folio in achieving a QCE certificate at the end of Year 12. 

 

IYDP  Townsville Catholic Education Office joined St Teresa's College staff last week in interviewing prospective 

applicants for the Indigenous Youth Development Program (IYDP) for 2015-16. IYDP offers scholarships to 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander secondary students from the college who have the aspirations to further their 

skills in sport, the arts and achieving academically.  

 

AIR CADETS  Later this term, I will be offering students in Years 8 and 9 the opportunity to join the Ingham Air 

Cadets for 2016. This is a wonderful opportunity for any student who has an interest in joining the Defence Force. 

The Ingham unit meets on a Friday evening and there are opportunities for camps, excursions and access to gliders 

that the unit owns. 

 

DEFENCE EXERCISE  On Saturday, November 7, a total of 10 Year 12 students who have expressed an interest in 

joining the Defence Force will have an opportunity to be 'inbedded' (two students at a time for a 24 hour period) 

with units from the Royal Military Academy Duntroon who are currently on exercises here in Ingham. A fantastic 

and rare opportunity to discover what it really means to be in the army.  

 

As you can see, a very busy but exciting time here at the College. 

 

Robert Corboy 

PR INCI PAL  
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QUEENSLAND TOUR ING F I LM  FEST IVAL  

30 students were given the opportunity to 

participate in a two-day workshop at the College 

on the art of film making. This was sponsored by 

the Queensland Touring Film Festival—a rare 

and exciting opportunity. The clips—which were  

created, filmed and edited by the boys—will be 

screened at TYTO on Sunday.  
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The biggest thank-you to our wonderfully talented and dedicated staff for 

helping to lead all the boys throughout all the rehearsals for the Gowrie 

factor last Friday. It was superb to see and witness such an incredible 

Gowrie Spirit throughout St Teresa’s Day. The boys had a special Mass 

dedicated to our school Patron, St Teresa (Thérèse). A lot of the boys had said thank-you for the 

blessing of hands during the special Mass we had that morning—they are now all set aside for a special 

task in life. 

 

Earlier this week, we also celebrated All Saint’s and All Soul’s Days—please keep in your prayers any of 

your family and friends who have passed. We will have a Book of Life in chapel, where the boys are 

invited beforehand to write down any names of loved passed ones who will then be remembered in 

prayers throughout November.  We will have a special All Soul’s Mass on Thursday 12th November. 

 

A big thank-you to Mr and Mrs Kaurila who were with some of our boys at the ICE conference camp 

at Mungalla over the weekend. The boys have been telling me how good the camp was and how they 

can help others.  

 

The Year 12s had their retreat on Thursday and Friday at Gumburu —it was the start of the end of 

their journey together at St Teresa’s, and a shared brotherhood. 

 

Kind Regards, 

Diana Brodowska 

ASS I STANT PRINCIPAL -  REL IG IOUS EDUCATION  

ASS I STANT PR INC IPAL  -  REL IG IOUS 

EDUC AT ION 

Dear God,  

 

Please untie the knots that are in my mind, my heart and my life. Remove the 

have nots, the can nots and the do not that may find a home in my heart. 

Release me from the count nots, would nots, and should nots that obstruct 

my life. And most of all, Dear God, I ask that you remove from my mind, my 

heart and my life all of the am nots that I have allowed to hold me back, 

especially the thought that I am not good enough.   
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GOWRIE  FACTOR  
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COMMUNITY VISITS are a key component of the mission of our College. The 

visits help us to work in partnership with families and provide a two-way 

opportunity to share in the life of the College. Visits give families the opprtunity to 

give feedback, and for us, the opportunity to seek advice and learn a little bit about 

where the boys come from – their culture and their land. As well as meeting with 

groups and visiting schools, we also have the opportunity to talk one on one with 

families and carers about their boys. 

As I write this, Mr Thaiday, Mr Turagabeci and myself are in the middle of one of our last community visits for 

2015. Visiting Kowanyama, Pormpuraaw and Weipa, the trip has given the three of us a real opportunity to meet 

so many families and meet prospective boys and their families. 

When speaking with students and families, we reminded them that Queensland is very well provided for in 

terms of a variety of boarding schools, and that when choosing to further their education, they should seek a 

school which is a good fit for them. Although we are proud of our school – its tradition and what it offers today 

– we appreciate that it is not for everyone and that some schools can provide opportunities in other areas. 

ABSTUDY TRAVEL  ABSTUDY has advised the College that we can now provide chaperones for the boys 

travelling to and from the College. At the end of this year, staff will be travelling to the following hubs: HORN 

ISLAND, CAIRNS, MT ISA and DARWIN. There is the possibility of two other hubs yet to be arranged. This is 

really good news for our families. We know that many of you have expressed concerns about the boys travelling 

alone, especially through the Cairns hub. This year we provided a staff member to meet the boys in Cairns upon 

their return to the College and guide them on their next part of the journey. 

This new commitment from ABSTUDY will not only make travel more secure for our boys, but it also provides 

a great opportunity for staff to meet families. Initially, staff will travel to various destinations and later it is hoped 

that some family members might like to take the opportunity to chaperone the boys to the College. If anyone is 

interested in doing so, please give me a call. 

END OF YEAR  Our final term for 2015 is coming to a close rapidly. The boys have their last Townsville visit 

this weekend. The following weekend, we have Banquet Night and the weekend after is the Year 12 Graduation 

November 21. 

BOYS TRAVELLING WITH YEAR 12 FAMILIES  The Year 12 boys leave the College on November 21 after 

their graduation. Traditionally, some boys in years 7 to 11 travel home with the families of Year 12 students. It is 

essential that the family member responsible for leave authorises such travel and that the boys are signed out. 

We ask for your support as the boys are in our Duty of Care until they have been signed out. Your support will 

be much appreciated. 

Wishing you all the very best and all God's blessings. 

Fr Pius Jones SM 

H EAD OF  BO ARDING 

 

HEAD OF  BOARDING  
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COMMUNITY  V I S ITS  
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It is truly hard to believe that we are almost at the end of this school year.  I 

want to thank the teachers, staff and parents for all they have done this year 

to make St Teresa’s the nurturing, caring and intellectually challenging school 

that it is.  The students have worked extremely hard and I couldn’t be more 

proud! 

 

The end of school year always seems to arrive too quickly.  The thoughts of end of year festivities, 

summer and outside activities sometimes can distract us from what is most important.  Please continue 

to encourage your children to finish the year strong by putting forth their best effort every day. 

 

Congratulations to our graduating year 12 students.  They have been wonderful leaders and we will 

miss them as they start a new chapter in their lives. 

 

I hope everyone has a wonderful summer holiday full of exciting things to do, relaxation and quality 

family time.  I look forward to seeing everyone’s happy, smiling faces early next year. 

 

Shawn Hague 

HEAD OF STUDENTS 

 

As Term 4 is drawing to a close and I prepare for the Sports Awards, I have  

had the chance to collate names and participation in various sports. It is safe 

to say our students at Abergowrie are very active and competitive in a wide 

variety of sports including league, soccer, netball, AFL, and volleyball. We are 

slowly including more options for our students to get active. 

 

Banquet Night is to be held on November 14 and is an opportunity to recognise and celebrate 

students' achievements on the sporting field. It will give me great pleasure in sharing with you our 

students' wonderful achievements in the next Newsletter. 

 

It must be said that these achievements are assisted greatly by the dedicated staff here at the school 

that give up their time to coach, support and transport students to various events. I would also like to 

thank our College Leadership Team that supports and allows us to continue these activities. 

 

Brendon Napier 

HEAD OF SPORT 

HEAD OF  STUDENTS  

HEAD OF  SPORT  
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With the boarders long weekend over, all students in year 7 and 8 are now 

working on final assessment pieces; either assignments or in class tests. 

Their work and effort should reflect their progress and development over 

the year at St Teresa’s.  Not only in my own subjects, but in observing 

learning in other areas, I have seen each and every boy mature in their 

approach to their studies and their ability to ‘knuckle down’ and get it done. 

 

I also look forward to the ‘new’ students of the school witnessing the graduation ceremony of the 

‘oldest’ students. It is a special time for our year 12s and to me demonstrates to the rest of the school 

the journey that each and every boy is here to undertake. The year 7s and 8s will see what being an 

Abergowrie boy is all about and hopefully give them a glimpse of their future pathway. 

 

Jo Davey 

YEAR 7 /8  COORDINATOR 

 

 

Thanks to the great organisation and leadership of teachers Mr Terry Mac 

Erlean and Miss Jenna Gilbert, our Year 10 students had the opportunity to 

experience real jobs in and around the Ingham and Townsville communities. 

 

Reports received back from businesses involved were all positive and all 

indicators are that our students gained real life experiences and memories that will last a lifetime. 

 

A more detailed report and photos will follow soon. A sincere thank-you to all involved in helping our 

Year 10 students becoming young responsible adults. 

 

Marius Venter 

YEAR 9 /10  COORDINATOR 

 

 

YEAR 7 /8  COORDINATOR  

YEAR 9 /10  COORDINATOR  
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YEAR 10  WORK EXPER IENCE  


