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I M P O R T A N T  

D A T E S  
 

JUNE 1 

Aaron Payne Cup Tsv 

 

JUNE 2 

Aaron Payne Cup Tsv 

 

JUNE 3 

MABO Day 

 

JUNE 6 

Yr 9 Retreat 

 

JUNE 15/16/17 

Community Visit 

Mt Isa, Doomadgee 

 

JUNE 24 

TERM 2 ENDS 

Dear Gowrie Family, 

As we come to the end of May, the community has been reminded that this month in the 
church’s calendar has been devoted to Mary our Blessed Lady. Christians all over the world 
mark this month to pay homage to Mary's love and devotion for her son, the risen Lord. 
There are many names attributed to Mary, the Queen of Heaven, the first disciple but the 
one that resonates with many is our ordinary resource. As humans we so readily relate to 
the Mary who did not have it easy! She was a woman who knew the harsh realities of life, 
most likely illiterate, life in an insignificant village, living the life of the caravan, the hardships 
of giving birth in a stable, fear of persecution, life of a refugee and ultimately seeing her son 
put to death. We turn to Mary, like a mother, our ordinary resource, to intercede on our 
behalf. We, like Mary share in the gift of being loved unconditionally by Jesus and through 
our imperfections are called to be like Mary in her love of the Lord. 
 

Month of May 

Since the beginning of the Term there is much to celebrate and acknowledge, so without 

‘stealing the thunder’ from other contributors to this newsletter, I would like to briefly 

mention the following: 

NAPLAN 

To all of Year 7 & 9 and their teachers for their approach to this  years NAPLAN test. By all 

accounts the students worked hard to achieve their best, well done on the effort. Results 

will be released later this year. 

Community Visits 

Thank you to our families from Weipa, Old Mapoon, and Bamaga for welcoming us into 

their community. Our community visits are vital as we continue to build on the strong 

relationships we have with our families as we partner with them in the care of their 

children. 

F ROM  T HE  PR INC IPAL 
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Immersion trip to the Philippines during the Term 3 holidays. 

Thank you to everyone for their ongoing support for the upcoming work with the Missionaries of the Poor. 

Recent raffle winners: 

 Ms Innes (Day off on the school raffle) 

 Mr Ed Giacabonne (Old boy and the College Architect. Ed donated the 10kg of chocolate back to the boys 

who enjoyed the proceeds during the formal dinner last week. Thanks Ed!) 

Commencing next month: 

 Mini webber barbeque to be drawn June 20th. 

 One week’s proceeds from the vending machine to be donated to the Missionaries of the Poor and their 

work 
 

Dance troupe 

Well done on their recent performances: 

 Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School fete 

 Hinchinbrook Community Support Centre Mental Health Awareness afternoon 

 Townsville Diocese Reconciliation Dinner 

 Relay For Life Ingham 
 

Sport 

Well done to all students and staff that are participating and supporting our weekly games: 

 Crushers U/13, U/14, U/15 

 Garbutt Magpies U/13 

Students and staff involved with the following teams: 

 Opens team and their recent games as part of the Aaron Payne Cup. 

 U/15 team that have been part of the Cowboys Challenge Cup. 
 

Representations 

To all who have been selected to participate at the next level of their respective sports: 

Cross Country Herbert River : Charles Roughsey, Charles Baira, Tivau Paiwan, Nathaniel West, Bevan Pilot 

AFL North Queensland U/15 Schoolboys Team - David Esrom, Philemon Baira, Pemulwuy Yanner 

Rugby League TSV Stingers RL Team - Jeremiah Bowen and Pemulwuy Yanner. 
 

Block Grant Authority 

Towards the end of April committee members responsible for the distribution of the funding grants visited the 

college and listened to our application for the rebuilding of the Junior Residential Facilities. We will not know 

the outcome of their deliberations until later in the year but I would like to thank all those involved in putting 

together our application. Though biased, I believe we have a strong case for accessing this funding opportunity. 

Welcome 

I would like to welcome Don Scott to our community. Don is our new overnight Supervisor, a crucial role 

within our school. 

I would also like to welcome the following TAIHS staff to our community:  

 Indigenous Health worker - Jesse James 

 Nurse  - Laura Hamiltion (resides at Trebonne) 

 

Other staff who work in the clinic include: 

 Tracey Stoddart (clinical over site and RN who will be around most days) 

 Allan Smallwood Transport Officer (on call) 

MONTH OF MAY 
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    Terese Santo (Reception) 

 

 Reminder of the service: 

 The clinic is open between 7.30 to 8.00am  and closes at 3.30pm Monday to Friday. 

 The centre is closed daily between 12.00-12.30 so staff can have some lunch (except for emergencies) 

 The centre is closed during mass on a Thursday morning (except for emergencies) 

 Dr Bill Smith is available at the centre on a Monday morning, Wednesday and Thursday. 

  

Farewell 

 

The College recently officially fare welled a long standing member of our community Mr Allen Wood who 

has retired. For those who don’t know Mr Wood, he is the husband to Colleen (works in finance), father to 

Wayne who was the Deputy here and now Principal at Mt Isa, a teacher, Dean of Studies, and Deputy at the 

College. He was also Principal at Gilroy Santa Maria for several years. We had a fitting tribute to a well loved 

and respected member of our Gowrie family at a recent assembly. We wish him the best in his retirement. 

 

 

Partners with the College 

 

I would like to acknowledge and thank 1RAR for their recent support for our boys as they spent a week 

long work experience at the Barracks. 

 

AUSCO for hosting students who worked for a week on a current project for the Bamaga community. 

Defence Recruiting for visiting the college and commencing the process of enrolment. 

 

The Cowboys, as we finalise an exciting project that will commence in Term 3 between our two 

organisations. 

 

Sandra Harrington who facilitated the new Block experience for Year 10 and guided them through the 

Certificate 1 in Work Place Readiness. 

 

TAIHS for facilitating the Certificate II in Indigenous Primary Health to all of Year 11. 

 

Royal Military College Duntroon for hosting 2 students per day as they were imbedded into their units for 

military exercises here in Ingham, as well as their 3 guest speakers who came to our Friday morning 

assembly. 

 

I would finally like to acknowledge the wonderful day of celebration for our Founders Day, Blessed Edmund 

Rice. Father Pius started the day by leading us in the celebration of the Eucharist and who this remarkable 

Blessed Edmund Rice was. From there we went into Year level celebrations and activities. An excellent and 

fitting day for our entire community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Robert Corboy  

 PRINCIPAL 

 

 

MONTH OF MAY 
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The boys seem to thrive when we have a very busy week – they have endless 

energy! It’s important when we get so busy, to find the time to stop and re-charge. 

Our Chaplain, Mrs Kaurila is leading a Christian Meditation group every Thursday 

lunch time, so that the boys can have a quiet space to re-charge their souls. Many 

boys have commented how much they enjoy their Christian Meditation time during RE lessons, and welcome 

the move to have more time dedicated to it. Our 4 School Christian Meditation Leaders (Tayarne, Jaiden, Kaia 

and Kaid) are leading the Christian Meditation program by example. Well done boys! 

 
“Homeless Jesus” is a statuette given to the school by TCEO. 

The idea is to give “Homeless Jesus” a home. He is certainly a 

topic for conversation for many at the College, as the boys and 

staff see Him in different buildings in the school grounds. He is 

currently being looked after in the Dining Room. 

 

 

For the first time, we celebrated Founder’s Day. This is a 

special day to celebrate the people who built our College – namely the Christian Brothers, who were founded 

by one of our Patron’s, Blessed Edmund Rice. We celebrated with a lovely Mass, after which we had a special 

Morning Tea. The boys then had a day with all of their Year group with activities organized by their 

Coordinators. It was a day that also celebrated the very special Gowrie Spirit. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The rest of the Term will be equally as busy, we also honour Sorry Day and Reconciliation Week, which I’ll 

feature in our next Newsletter! 

 

 

Diana Brodowska 

A SS I STANT PR I NCI PAL  -  RE L I G IOUS  EDU CAT ION  
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Information For Schools—Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on Students with 

Disability – 2016 

 

What is the NCCD? 

All Australian governments have agreed to work together to implement an annual 

national data collection on school students with disability. This data collection process 

has been in place since 2013. All Australian schools since 2015 and will now have 

commenced their plans for the data collection required in 2016.    

What information will be collected? 

Every year your child’s school will collect the following information for each student with a disability:  

the student’s level of education (i.e. primary or secondary)  

the student’s level of adjustment 

the student’s broad type of disability.  

This data collection reinforces the actions required of schools under the National Disability Discrimination Act 

1992 and the Disability Standards for Education 2005. The significant difference with this collection is the use of a 

broader definition of disability than the one currently used to identify and allocate resources for students with a 

disability in our educational systems. As a result of this shift in the definition, we believe that more students in 

our community may be considered eligible for identification in the data collection. This legislation mandates 

schools and education systems to make, where appropriate, reasonable adjustments for all students with a 

disability. 

What is an adjustment? 

An adjustment is a measure or action taken to assist a student with disability to participate in education on the 

same basis as other students. Adjustments can be made across the whole school setting, in the classroom and at 

the individual level. Some students with disability, at particular stages during their time at school, may not require 

any personalised adjustments beyond the quality differentiation that teachers provide to all students on a day to- 

day basis. Differentiation occurs when teachers use a variety of teaching strategies to cater for reasonable 

adjustments for students with disability. Differentiation is recognised as a part of good teaching practice. 

What will this mean for my child? 

Determining the level and type of support needed for an individual student is not a new activity for Australian 

schools.  However, the information provided by this particular data collection will enable all Australian 

governments to better target support and resources to assist students with disability in both government and non

-government schools.  

What is the benefit for my child?  

The aim of the national data collection is to collect quality information about school students with disability in 

Australia. This information will help teachers, principals, education authorities and families to better support 

students with disability to take part in school on the same basis as students without disability. The national data 

collection is an opportunity for schools to review their learning and support systems and processes to continually 

improve education outcomes for their students with disability.  

Further information 

Information will be recorded in such a way to be sure that no child can be personally identified at a state or 

national level.  Student names will not be collected centrally by the Queensland Catholic Education Commission 

or Federal Government. The information collected by schools will be provided to all governments to inform 

policy and programme improvement for students with disability.  It may assist in improving funding commitments 

from the Commonwealth Government for all students with disability. 

Further information can be found at the website including parent/carer factsheets. See the website: https://

www.education.gov.au/fact-sheets-and-resources-national-data-collection 

What do I need to do? 

This information is provided to all parents and carers of students in our school via the Newsletter to inform 

them of our participation in the 2016 data collection.   If, after reading this information, you would like to discuss 

this further with the school staff please speak with your classroom teacher or Principal. 

 

Angus Galletly 

AS S I STANT PR I NCI PAL  - CURR I CUL UM  

 

 

 

 

 

ASS I STANT PR INC IPAL  -  CURR ICULUM  

https://www.education.gov.au/fact-sheets-and-resources-national-data-collection
https://www.education.gov.au/fact-sheets-and-resources-national-data-collection
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Wow! Half way through Term 2 and the sport keeps on coming!  

I made you all aware in the last Newsletter that Doyle took out our 

Inter-House Cross-country title, since then we have had the annual inter-school 

cross-country with many of our boys placing in their respective age categories. 

Unfortunately we narrowly missed out by three points in winning the inter-school 

carnival.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff and students 

who assisted on the day, in particularly Miss Emily ring and Mr Dominic 

Heidke for running the event in my absence.  

We had six students make the Herbert River cross-country team to 

compete at the North Queensland trials, they were: 

Charles Roughsey 

Charles Baira 

Tivau Paiwan 

Nathaniel West 

Bevan Pilot 

All students gave it their best and performed admirably, most finished 

in the top half of each division that had up to and exceeding 100 

students. Well done guys!  

The 25th - 29th May sees three of our promising AFL players compete 

down in Brisbane at the all schools state championships (David Esrom, 

Philemon Baira, Pemulwuy Yanner). We can’t wait to hear about how 

they went. 

Later in the week will see St Teresa's competing in the QLD All School 

Championships (Formerly know as the Gold Coast Suns Cup) in a 

senior and junior division, I look forward to bring you some positive 

results.  

Next week we will travel to Townsville with our Firsts rugby league 

team to play a double header for the Aaron Payne Cup. 

 

Brendan Napier 

H EA D OF  S PORT 

HEAD OF  SPORT  
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Term 2 has been a big term not only because it is 11 weeks but because so many events, that foster the Gowrie 

spirit, have happened over the past weeks. The boys marched beautifully in the Anzac Day parade representing 

our school with pride. Tyrone Mundraby, Year 7, received a special medal for his focus and commitment in 

keeping the Anzac Spirit alive (Picture below). Year 8’s had their retreat at the Dairy and enjoyed a day where 

they could come together as a year level and enjoy the activities and group work organized to help them grow 

into proud young men. Cross Country followed and it was wonderful to see the younger members of the 

school, especially year 7’s, showing the bigger boys how it’s done! Luke Mckenna then ran a workshop with the 

year 8’s on Unleashing their Personal Potential. It was an activity filled day and I know many boys began thinking 

about what they want to achieve in the short term and goals they want to set to guide them toward their future. 

Edumund Rice Founders Day allowed our two groups to come together with their teachers to relax, have fun 

and get to know each other away from the classroom environment. Everyone had a great day and came back to 

school that little bit less stressed! 

 

Now here we are in the final weeks heading toward the end of Semester 1 and an important few weeks they 

are. The boys have been working toward receiving their end of semester reports and their application and 

cooperation results will show you the efforts they have been putting toward their studies. The teachers are sure 

each boy will try to make themselves and their families proud so we are all looking forward to helping them 

achieve their personal potential.  

 

JO DAVEY 

Year 7 & 8 Coordinator 

 

 

Yr 7 & 8 - JO DAVEY 
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“Don’t we all want our young people to thrive? As teachers, we hope our students will thrive … Any educator 
who has been in and around school for a length of time will notice some obvious differences between students 
who seem to be thriving and students who are just scraping through. Some of the factors that lead to thriving 
can be taught and they can be learned.”  Luke McKenna. 

 

This was the focus for a day with year 12 earlier in the term. Luke McKenna, founder of Unleashing Personal 

Potential spent the day with year 12 working through ideas and strategies around how to develop a growth 

mindset, determination to succeed through grit and the importance of personal physical and mental wellbeing. 

This was an invaluable day for year 12 and they were all able to articulate a specific thing that they learned to 

help them succeed not just here at school but also in later life. Luke will be back later in the year to work with 

Yr 11 and in particular on leadership skills. 

 

We are only half way through the term and already the list of activities happening is a mile long. Following on 

from the workshop with Luke McKenna was our Founders Day. Yr 11 & 12 spent the day here at school with 

the focus on working together in small groups. The idea was to look at how we are part of a community and the 

dynamics within that community. Through different leadership/initiative games skills such as problem solving, 

leadership, decision making and getting along were explored and tested. While we had a lot of fun with the 

activities and more so later in the afternoon playing laser skirmish and archery, it was obvious that all students 

participated whole heartedly in the activities and were able to walk away at the end of the day with a stronger 

bond of brotherhood and family. Not all learning has to happen in the classroom. 

 

Twelve Year 12’s have started the application process for the ADF and this will continue throughout the rest of 

this term and culminate in the You Day assessment in Townsville at DFR. A selection of year 11 & 12 students 

participated in work experience at Lavarack Barracks in Townsville during our block week with 1RAR B 

Company. The program was designed to simulate the experience of a first year recruit into Defence and in a 

one off trial, Abergowrie Students were permitted to stay on base with the soldiers.   

 

Upon arrival each student was issued an infantry kit including camouflage clothing and webbing and were 

responsible for its care and cleanliness.  They were then required to form up in preparation for their first march 

down to the barracks.  At the barracks daily responsibilities included waking at 6am, making your bed, cleaning 

of the general living area, inspection and preparation for physical training at 6.30am.  Students also had to 

perform drills and were required to march as a group to all locations within the base including to and from the 

mess for their 3 meals.  

 

 

Beyond these structured daily routines students were given the opportunity to become familiar with all small 

arms and weaponry used by the infantry, including operation, care and maintenance. During the week students 

were given a session in the weapons simulator, access to the equipment for night vison, a full run through of the 

obstacle course, inspection of an Abrams tank and a tactical maneuvering demonstration involving snipers, 

machine gun and vehicle support. 

 

Yr 11 & 12 - LEE SHANNON 
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Each day was full and finished off with a movie and bed at 9.30pm.  

Two students joined 3CER (Engineers) and separated from infantry after breakfast.  They completed workshop 

tasks and also weapon handling and care. These students also had tuition and practice on machinery operation 

including dozers, forklifts and backhoes. Defence has a diverse range of equipment and the engineering students 

were able to view some of this including a mobile desalination plant. 

 

The Abergowrie students were exceptional in their ability to adapt to the unique demands of Army and Defence 

life as a new recruit.  Their behaviour and commitment to the week   will ensure the strong relationship we 

have with Defence, particularly 1RAR B Company continues.  Well done boys!  All students were issued a 

statement of attendance certificate from both 1RAR and 3CER, which can be attached to their resume’.    

A big thankyou to the individual soldiers and other staff of 1RAR B Company who provided this opportunity for 

us.  Major Glenn Nielson OC 1RAR B Co,  Jo Heenan  Defence work experience co-ordinator Sgt C Bolton of 

B Company.  And of course a massive thank you to Terry MacErlean for organising the opportunity and to Sonia 

Chazan for her extra assistance during the visit. 

 

A letter has been sent home to Yr 12 parents and Guardians informing them of the preparations for the Senior 

Formal Dinner. There will also be further communication with parents in the near future concerning Application 

and Cooperation results for the term as well as academic achievement at the end of the semester.  

I am hoping that the rest of the term with the opportunities presented continues to challenge each of the 

students to work their hardest to succeed in bettering themselves each day. 

 

LEE SHANNON 

Year 11 & 12 Coordinator 

 

 

 

Yr 11 & 12 - LEE SHANNON 


