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F RO M T H E P R I N C I PA L

IMPORTANT
DATES
OCTOBER 26-29
VET Block
OCTOBER 30
St Teresa's Day
OCT 30 - NOV 2
Boarders Long
Weekend
NOVEMBER 2-5
Community Visit
Kowanyama/Weipa/
Pormpuraaw

Education at St Teresa's College aims at a
holistic approach to the student,
encompassing every dimension of the human
person. With the support of our students,
we aim to develop their self-esteem and
inner capacity to give direction to their lives,
and ensure that each and every student
knows they are unique and loved by god;
however they perceive him to be. We are
proud of our endeavours and are always
looking at how we can make this great
College even better.

a dedicated staff, a brotherhood of
talented students, and some dynamic
programs and opportunities available to
your boys.

As we commence Term 4, we begin the
countdown to farewelling our Year 12
students. No doubt it’s an exciting yet
emotional time for many boys and their
families.

ST TERESA'S DAY Yesterday, the entire
school began practicing for our St Teresa's
Day on Friday, October 30. This day is a
significant event in the life of the College as
we acknowledge the patron Saint of our
school, St Therese of Lisieux.

As I write a snapshot of all that has
been going on over the past week, you will
clearly see how blessed we are to have such

AFL Staff and students are returning
victorious from the AFL U16 Chris Johnson
cup in Bamaga. A fantastic effort by the boys
to win this competition, which has involved
teams from across Far North Queensland.
A full report will follow in our next
newsletter.

DANCE TROUPE Preparations continue
every night for our dance troupes as they...

rehearse for some upcoming events, including the Townsville Catholic Education Indigenous Awards ceremony
next Friday.
ADF Congratulations to the Year 12 students who completed their Defence Force testing on Tuesday. It is hoped
that throughout 2016, we will have seven boys join the service.
On Wednesday, these students also attended work experience at the ADF which included participation in the
Defence physical fitness test, shooting at the weapons training simulator, and viewing demonstrations from a range
of the 3rd Brigade Units including infantry and artillery. Throughout the day, boys had the company of Indigenous
soldiers including Gowrie old boy Kieran Marr.
TYTO FILM FESTIVAL Earlier this week, I spoke with the Manager of the TYTO precinct (for those who are not
familiar with Ingham, it is the cultural and arts centre for the shire). We have negotiated up to 20 students (out of
30 available for the entire public) to participate in a two day workshop with Queensland Touring Film Festival.
Those involved will have an opportunity to film and edit a short clip that will be shot at the College and showcased
in the festival later in the week.
Staying with the arts, students this week helped staff set up a dedicated music room for the boys to use after hours.
It is a work in progress, however it is our intention to expand on the music program into 2016.
CURRICULUM This week, we have had Sandra Harrington (our VET consultant from Brisbane) join us to support
us in the preparation of the upcoming Block. Always a valued resource, I thank her for her time. On Wednesday,
our Year 11 students visited TAIHS to commence their fourth block of vocational training. At TAIHS, the boys
worked with professional film crews to produce a health promotion clip.
SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT At the end of last term, we completed three significant reviews; the Non State Schools
Accreditation Board review, CRISCOS (registration to host international students) and the Townsville Catholic
Education Office five year cyclic review. Congratulations to all involve in this extensive yet vital undertaking.
INDUSTRIAL ACTION The majority of teachers and staff at St Teresa’s College Abergowrie, who are members
of the Independent Education Union of Australia, recently voted to take industrial action in the form of work bans
on attendance at staff meetings and number of stoppages of work for 30 and 60 minutes in duration. Please be
assured that school will operate as usual and that this action will not impact your child’s learning or supervision.
As mentioned, I am very proud of all our staff; teachers, learning support, residential, school officers and services. I
look forward to great term ahead.
God bless,

Robert Corboy
PRINCIPAL
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A S S I S TA N T P R I N C I PA L - R E L I G I O U S
E D U C AT I O N
It is great to see the boys back - they seemed a bit shocked that this term is
a particularly short one!
It was especially good to see that the Cowboy’s won the premiership before
we got back to school too (sorry Bronco’s fans!). There were a lot of prayers said during that
spectacular match.
There is a lot to do: we have St Teresa’s Day coming up on Friday, October 30 featuring a special Mass
together, and the Gowrie Factor (more on that later!). We also have Year 12 Retreat at Gumburu in
the first week of November where we will be reflecting on their journey. We culminate the year with
our wonderful Graduation Mass.
Thank-you to the staff who are leading meditation times with the boys. There are many studies out at
the moment that show how meditation helps health and well-being, as well as helping focus in all sorts
areas. Meditation is big in the business and sports world too - colouring bookings help with this and
are a huge big seller in all book shops.
Kind Regards,
Diana Brodowska
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

''Miss no single opportunity of
making some small sacrifice.
Here, by a smiling look, there, by
a kindly word. Always doing the
smallest right for others.''
- St Therese of Lisieux
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H E A D O F B OA R D I N G
Most of the boys have arrived back for Term 4. This term is going to be a very
significant one for the Year 12 boys. It will not be long until they graduate.
Graduation is a very special day so we hope that family will attend the ceremonies
on November. Please note that Year 12 boys leave with family after all the
ceremonies have finished on that day.
BOARDERS LEAVE WEEKEND
Our Boarders Leave Weekend for Term 4 begins on Friday, 30 October with boys returning on Monday, 2
November. Please note that as usual, transport will be provided for boys going to Palm Island, Townsville and
Cairns. Families are asked to have those leave weekend forms in as soon as possible. Copies of the form were
posted recently along with the Gowrie Yarn. If you did not receive a copy, please phone 47808335 and we will
follow up.
ATM
Boys and families have been asking when the ATM will be up and running. The ATM machine was installed during
the Term 1 holidays, however it has never been operational. The main reason is that there is a software
problem, which is not only affecting our machine, but quite a few machines throughout Queensland in particular.
We have just been advised that the problem cannot be solved and the machine will be removed, however we
are looking at other companies to provide this service. We apologise for any inconvenience.
PNG VISIT
Last week, Mr Corboy, Mr Dan McShea (Principal, Columba Catholic College) and I had the opportunity of
traveling to Papua New Guinea. Meeting up at the airport, Dr Charly Muke was our guide for the days when we
were there, along with members of his community and family. We met old boys, current families and
prospective students. After a day of interviews in Port Moresby, we travelled to Mt Hagan and from there drove
to Porgera in the Enga Province. The natural beauty of the mountains was something to behold, and the
friendliness and warmth of the people made the trip very special. Although I had been to Port Moresby before, I
had never been up in the Highlands. Above all, it was good to experience the land of some of our boys, to be
able to see where they come from, and to enjoy the hospitality provided. See photos below.
Fr Pius Jones SM
HEAD OF BOARDING
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HEAD OF STUDENTS
Welcome to the start of Term 4. I hope all families managed to enjoy some time
together and appreciate each other’s company. Term 4 promises to be a very busy,
activity filled time for our school community.
During the past week, we were lucky enough to have Veronica Wasiak, Assistant
Principal at St Thomas More Sunnybank, with us to give the students and teachers
some more information about the Responsible Thinking Process (RTP) we have adopted as part of the
Behaviour Management Process. The RTP is a program devised by Ed Ford based on Perceptual Motor Theory.
Through this process, students are taught to monitor their own behaviour by taking responsibility for what they
do. Rather than telling students what to do where the teacher does the thinking, why not ask the student what
they are doing in relation to the rules or standards? That means teaching students how to think on their own
and create their own effective plans rather than someone else doing the thinking for them.
Everyone at St Teresa’s College Abergowrie, that is the Leadership Team, teachers and students, should be held
accountable for respecting the rights of others. The RTP is the framework for student behaviour management
and sits within the College’s Student Behaviour Support Policy. The Responsible Thinking Process (RTP) has the
basic rules of:
(a) Do the right thing
(b) Say the right thing
(c) Bring the right thing
In cases of inappropriate behaviour, the Responsible Thinking Process utilises a series of teachers who clearly
articulate the eventual outcome of the process, and that students ‘choose’ that outcome. Once a student has
spent time at the RTC (Responsible Thinking Centre), another further significant element of the RTP is the
requirement for student and teacher to conference and negotiate conditions for the student to return to class.
The negotiation process is important where the student is able to acknowledge their inappropriate behaviour
and the teacher can set expectations for the future. The feedback we have received thus far is that the process
is working and having a positive effect within the classroom.
Shawn Hague
HEAD OF STUDENTS
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S E N I O R C O O R D I N ATO R
Term 4 is upon us and the list of things we need to accomplish is still long. We all
look forward to this term when we can complete our academic year and wrap
everything up.
The seniors have successfully completed three and a half semesters. All folios have
been submitted to the QCAA Panels and we eagerly await their return, certificates
of competency have been completed and tangible qualifications have been filed in folios.
Last term, the year 12s celebrated at their Senior Formal Dinner. They all looked amazing and conducted
themselves as mature gentlemen - it was an honour and pleasure to be in their company.
This term is going to fly by and we will be at Graduation before we know it. In between now and then, we have
to complete our assessment, lead and participate in school celebrations such as St Teresa’s Day, attend spiritual
retreats, end of year retreats, leadership camps, attend ADF You Sessions, have driving lessons, apply for jobs
and most importantly, enjoy each other’s company.
I look forward to this exciting part of the year and wish everyone the best for the final term of the year.
Lee Shannon
SENIOR COORDINATOR
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SENIOR FORMAL
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Y E A R 9 / 1 0 C O O R D I N ATO R
The Year 9s and 10s have smoothly begun the challenging growth period that is
Term 4. The boys have started the term with vigor and enthusiasm as learning and
assessment begins early to set them up for success next year.
BEHAVIOUR MANAGEMENT Year 9 and 10 engaged in some behavior
management training and education as part of their return to school. Students
responded well to this activity and have shown great promise so far in their classroom behavior.
YEAR 9 has begun a new book based on the experiences of a boy’s journey through adolescence, and their
mathematics program has shifted up a gear in preparation for the rigors of the Abergowrie English Second
Language numeracy and literacy curriculum. The students have also hit the ground running with their elective
subjects and from reports, all are focused on the task at hand, cognisant of the short time left to work. It is
expected that students will have the opportunity for Term 4 excursions for electives that will assist their
understanding and enhance their assessment output.
YEAR 10 students have begun working through poetry in English, and statistics and probability in mathematics.
Year 10 is already showing some leadership potential as they step towards the Year 11 program. They are
currently setting a good example for their junior members of the school and impressing staff with their
engagement and efforts thus far. It has been exciting for staff to see the Year 10 cohort show such promise and
begin meeting school expectations of maturity and accountability as they grow and develop into young men.
SPORT Many year 9 and 10 students have already begun engaging in Term 4 sporting opportunities, with boys
participating in AFL and some expressing interest in Rugby Union 7s competitions proposed for later this term.
PARENT SUPPORT Year 9 and 10 pastoral care staff are appreciative of the conversations, guidance and
mentorship of parents and carers towards their sons, which has supported behavior management programs.
Your partnership and support has enhanced our ability to educate your sons and set them up for success.

Kind Regards,
Marius Venter
YEAR 9/10 COORDINATOR
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Y E A R 7 / 8 C O O R D I N ATO R
Term 4, the end season, a time to consolidate and demonstrate how far we have
come as a group. Every boy in Year 7 and 8 has moved forward - in the classroom
with their learning, in their social interactions with each other and in their
relationships with their teachers. We are proud to see them enthusiastic with their
learning and willing to give some of the challenges presented to them a go.
One of the challenges that took them out into the community to demonstrate their learning was the reading
sessions at Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School in Ingham and St Peter’s Primary School Halifax. Students
studied 'fables' in their English class last term, focusing on the technique of author Patricia Scott. The boys had to
recreate a fable, set in their community, illustrate it and then have it bound into a book. Once finished, they
practiced reading their fable before visiting local primary schools in the last week of Term 3 and reading to the
Year 2 and 3 students. It was wonderful to see each boy confidently reading his story and answering questions
from the younger students. They were proud ambassadors for our school and hopefully it will become an annual
excursion.
We are now into week 2 of the term; learning has begun in earnest as we know how quickly time goes, and all
have settled back from holidays. Thank you for your continued support over the year and together, we will soon
be able to celebrate your son's success in his first year of high school.
Kind Regards,
Jo Davey
YEAR 7/8 COORDINATOR
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AFL U16 CHRIS JOHNSON CUP
CONGRATULATIONS to Abergowrie for taking out the AFL Chris Johnson Cup in
Bamaga. Pemulwuy Yanner recieved the Coaches Award for Abergowrie, and Thomas
Pensio won Man of the Match in the Grand Final. Well done boys!
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