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Dear Parent(s), Guardians, Staff and Boys 

As we approach the Easter break after a 

frenetic yet successful Term 1, it is 

important that we pause and reflect on 

the significance of this event. As the 

most significant celebration for all 

Christians, we are reminded of the dying 

and rising of Christ. Such an event 

reminds us of the daily dying and risings 

of our own human experiences. 

As a Catholic teacher moving into Holy 

week and reflecting back on the trials 

and tribulations of the term, I am 

reminded of the challenges our boys 

face daily; away from home, living in a 

space with around 200 other boys from 

across different communities, the 

pressures of schooling and the hormonal 

'coaster ride' of adolescence.  

Each day they are blessed with free 

choice to make decisions for themselves 

and as a catholic community, it is  

incumbent upon us to provide them 

with the space to make mistakes (the 

dying), to learn from them and to 

forgive (the rising). We are all broken in 

one way or another and it is in Jesus' 

rising on Easter Sunday that provides us 

with the ultimate symbol of hope that 

we too can rise and begin again. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 

acknowledge some recent events:  

Thank you to the community of 

Woorabinda who warmly welcomed us 

recently to their country. Fr Pius, Aaron 

Thaiday and myself had the opportunity, 

along with other schools, to speak to 

the Year 6 students. We were then 

invited back for lunch with the Thaiday 

family. It was wonderful to sit and hear 

the rich stories of all those present 

about life in Woorabinda and Palm 

Island. We have the interest of 

approximately 10 students wanting to be 

part of the Gowrie family in 2016.   
(Continued over page) 

F ROM  T HE  PR INC IPAL 
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FROM THE  PR INC IPAL  CONT.  

Thank-you to Columba Catholic College for 

hosting a rugby league carnival recently. Our 

seconds team made it to the grand final, but 

came up just short against a strong Columba 

team. Congratulations to the boys who were 

great ambassadors for the school throughout the 

entire weekend, with Mr Dewan as coach and 

Mr Sellers in support. 

Thank you to Mr Senior and Mr Cantwell as they 

led the firsts team on a two-day rugby league 

double header to Mackay. It was a great hit-out 

on the road to Confraternity. These games were 

part of the Aaron Payne Cup in which the 

College has four more games to play. Also, well 

done to those involved with the Under 13s and 

14s who played Gilroy Santa Maria College a 

couple of weeks ago. Special thanks to Mr 

Venter, Mr Sabatino, Mr Bluck and Mr Dennis for 

coaching these College teams. 

Thank you to the families of Palm Island and St 

Michael's Catholic Primary school who 

welcomed us for an overnight visit last week. 

We enjoyed a wonderful BBQ lunch together at 

the school. This is the beginning of several 

community visits across the Cape, Gulf and 

Torres Straits throughout the year. Our next 

visit will be during the second week of the 

holidays to Hammond, Thursday, Moa and Badu 

Islands. Visiting during the holidays is especially 

rewarding as we have the opportunity to not 

only meet our families but see the boys in their 

home communities. Maybe one of the boys will 

be able to teach Fr Pius how to catch a fish! 

Congratulations to Year 12 student Jayden Coles 

who travelled to Canberra last week for the 

National School’s Constitutional Convention. 

Jaydon was selected by his peers as one of only 

three representatives from North Queensland. 

 

 

Thank you to all who participated in the recent 

review of the College, known as Verification. 

Staff from the Townsville Catholic Education 

Office, who do not have direct responsibility for 

the College, spent two days speaking with 

staff, students and parents about the College. I 

will send through their findings once they are 

made available. 

Congratulations to all involved in the Crushers 

local rugby league team, as well as those who 

travel each week to play AFL for the Townsville 

City Lions Club 

As you probably are aware reading these 

newsletters, there is so much that happens on a 

daily basis here at the College and I will 

inevitably miss out someone or an activity that 

our students have been involved in, so to those a 

sincere thank you.  

This is a great school, not a perfect school as we 

are always looking at ways to improve. With a 

waiting list of students wanting to join the 

Gowrie family, I encourage all students to take 

the opportunity that their family has provided 

them, to acknowledge the hard work of an 

extremely dedicated staff and strive to be the 

best person they can be.  

I would encourage us all to immerse ourselves 

in the Easter message, that through the dying and 

rising of Christ our Lord, he has offered us the 

gift of eternal life.  

From all of us here at the College, may Easter be 

a very happy time for you and your family and 

may the school holiday together be most joyable. 

Robert Corboy 

P R I N C I P A L  
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Easter is upon us. This is the most important festival in the Christian calendar, as we 

remember Christ’s journey to the cross and His ultimate Resurrection. The belief 

that we are saved by Christ is fundamental to all Christians. We have done a lot of 

work in RE classes and in Chapel to prepare our boys for the Easter season. 

The boys have been fantastic in all Chapel services and Masses. There is a wonderful uplifting spirit whenever 

they sing and say the responses – they have become true gentlemen. Comments are still given by visitors and 

parishioners about the boys’ wonderful respect and behaviour in Chapel. This truly is our sacred ground. 

The Year 7s had their Retreat at the Dairy recently. Father Damian thought it was a wonderful occasion, where 

the boys performed meditation and celebrated mass. We also had the Stations of the Cross in Chapel with the 

whole school. The boys were very prayerful as they listened to the story of Christ’s journey to the cross, and 

how it relates to their lives today. The images of each station were shown around the Chapel.  

The boys also took part in the Palm Sunday Mass - you can make your own palm cross at home by following the 

instructions below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There will be more events next term where the College can celebrate as a Christian community. Year 8s have 

their Retreat on Monday April 27, Year 11s on Tuesday April 28. It will be a busy term! 

In the meantime, I wish you, your family and all your community a Happy, blessed and most holy Easter. 

Diana Brodowska 

ASS I STANT PR I NCI PAL  –  R EL I G IO US  E DUCAT ION  

 

ASS I STANT PR INC IPAL  -  REL IG IOUS 

EDUC AT ION 
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The pressure has been on at the end of Term 1 with staff and students alike striving 

to wrap up another successful term on a positive note. Our main objective as a 

College has been to raise the academic success of our students.  I would encourage 

all parents/caregivers to sit down and discuss your son’s report card with him. From 

a College perspective, the discussions you have with your son will greatly assist the 

progress of your child’s education. 

One of the most difficult challenges that some of our students face is to self reflect and take action. In order to 

take action there must be a level of awareness; this enables each student to make an informed decision as to 

'What do I need to do NOW?!'  It is important that our young men feel supported both at College and at home 

in order for them to achieve success and strive for the goals they have set.  

I look forward to an even more prosperous Term Two. 

Angus Galletly 

ASS I STANT PR I NCI PAL  -  CURR I CULUM  

ASS I STANT PR INC IPAL  -  CURR ICULUM  

Dear Parents/Carers/Families, 

By the time you receive this newsletter you will have your boys at home with you. I 

hope that you are enjoying their company - the boys were certainly keen to have a 

break. I need to bring a couple of points to your attention: 

TRAVEL HOME  A number of families have been calling the College regarding 

travel for their boys. Please note that travel is organised by Abstudy and sometimes notification and itineraries 

arrive quite late. We phone all families to advise them of the arrival times of the boys, so it is important that you 

keep us up to date with your phone numbers. The boys are also given a copy of their itinerary to take home 

with them, which has all the return to College details on it. Should you have any concerns about your son/s 

travel or require information and advice, please phone Merelita, who handles student travel. She is always willing 

to help and has a wealth of experience in this area.  

PHONE CALLS  Some families have had difficulty getting through on the phones to speak to their boys. This 

is not because there is no one to answer the phones, it is simply that we do not have enough phones for the 

amount of calls coming in. If you find that you cannot get through, please try again a little later.  

LETTER HOME RE HAIRCUTS, MOBILES ETC  Parents should receive a letter regarding these issues. 

Although families received this letter last year, there are quite a number of new students this year which is why 

it is being sent again.  

I wish you all a very blessed Easter, and as we celebrate the dying and rising of Christ, we remember always that 

we experience the same in our own lives: new hope and new beginnings.  

 

Fr Pius Jones SM 

HEAD OF  BOARDING  
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Year 11 Indigenous Primary Health students performing health checks on Our Lady of Lourdes Year 6 students.  

As the end of Term 1 is upon us, our immediate thoughts are, ‘Where has the time 

gone?’ As we move on to another busy time of the year, there are a number of 

events which we are looking forward to.  Things such as cross country carnivals, 

NAPLAN Testing, rugby league games and class retreats are all on the agenda for 

Term 2. 

Recently, our Pastoral Coordinators conducted an initial review of students whose progress at the school has 

been less than satisfactory. This review occurs at the same time each term. As a result of this process, letters 

will be sent home inviting parents of these students to call the College for an interview to discuss progress and 

strategies for improvement. In many cases, these interviews lead to a sufficient improvement in attendance, 

work output and quality. In some cases there are special circumstances to consider, but generally speaking, 

significant poor performance and/or attendance is likely to mean that a student is placing their enrolment in 

jeopardy. 

I want to thank all of the students and our amazing staff for a wonderful term. We can go into the holidays 

knowing that we have worked hard for the first part of the year, and return refreshed and ready to start again.  

I wish everyone within our community a safe and holy Easter. I trust that everyone can share some special time 

with their families, refresh their batteries and come back after the break with the energy to do great things. 

Shawn Hague 

H EAD OF  ST UDENTS  

HEAD OF  STUDENTS  
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It has been wonderful to see our year 7s and 8s embracing the Gowrie spirit, 

enthusiastically participating in the interschool swimming carnival, rugby trials and 

games, AFL clinics and recently the year 7 retreat held at the Dairy. Facilitated by 

Assistant Principal Diana Brodowska, the boys were asked to reflect on their 

relationships with each other and their hopes, fears and dreams for their future years. 

Finishing the day with a mass, it was uplifting to hear the enthusiasm in the boy’s voices 

in response to the prayers and songs. Even after this short time, all students know the 

words of our school song and sing it with gusto! The year 8 retreat will be at the beginning of next term and we are 

all looking forward to another successful day. 

Now as we come to the end of first term, the boys have shown in a number of ways that they understand what it 

means to be part of our college. Assessment tasks have now all been completed and hopefully reports will guide each 

boy in their focus and efforts for next term. Our main focus is that every student is trying to work to the best of their 

ability and can seek help when needed. 

The year 7 and 8 teaching team have been proud of how the boys have embraced both their school work and 

extracurricular activities and feel they deserve a well-earned holiday with family and friends. Stay safe and we look 

forward to seeing you next term.  

Jo Davey 

Y EAR  7  &  8  C OO RDINAT OR  

YEAR 7  &  8  COORDINATOR  

Now that the end of Term 1 is upon us, it is time to reflect on our experiences and 

achievements during the term.  The beginning of the year saw the LEC and all the new 

staff make a big move to our new home in a new building.  The teacher aide hub is 

beginning to hum and the attached classroom is being used for a variety of activities.   

It has been a busy term with entrance testing, especially with the introduction of Year 7 in 2015. With this huge task 

now complete, Term 2 will be about providing support to students according to the data retrieved from the testing.  

We are fortunate enough to be able to provide extensive Teacher Aide support in the Year 7 and 8 classrooms in 

Term 2.  The Learning Support team will support the English Lessons through differentiated activities, which will see 

the students breaking off into groups for spelling and vocabulary building.  

Mathematics in Year 7 and 8 will also include differentiated activities through the incorporation of the ROLEM 

program.  This program highlights building important basic skills using hands-on materials within a small group 

context. As part of the Literacy and Numeracy focus, Year 7 and 8 students will also have access to extension 

activities during the differentiated section of the lesson.  We are fortunate to have two dedicated teachers who will 

implement the extension programs. 

Recently, the LEC has introduced a lunchtime ‘LEGO CLUB’ for year 7 and 8 students.  Thank you to the staff who 

give up their lunch hours to spend it with the boys building all sorts of contraptions. Have a happy and safe holiday! 

Anna Burberry 

L EC  C OO RDIN A T OR 

LEARNING ENR ICHMENT CENTRE  ( LEC )  

COORDINATOR  
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The first 10 weeks of school are over which leaves us with only 26 school weeks 

until the end of the year. For Year 12, this means it is the last 26 weeks of their 

schooling at St Teresa's College, Abergowrie. In light of this, I would like to 

congratulate our seniors for their effort this term.  

We have achieved many things during our first ten weeks; the induction of our 

leaders and Year 12 senior students, representation at important events such as the 

Constitutional Convention in Townsville and then further representation in Canberra at Parliament House. 

Events such as these highlight to students how important our voice and our opinions are when Governments' 

are making decisions that affect the people of the country.  

During Term 1, the focus was establishing career pathways for each student and application and effort in class to 

ensure that each student will qualify for a QCE. As a result, we have had students register interest with the 

Defense Forces, namely the Army and the Navy, the QLD Police Service as well as various trades. Term 2 will 

see these pathways explored further and some more concrete applications made for students who are clear 

about their future career. 

Dates have been made for all Year 12 students to attain their Building and Construction White Card, as well as 

those that don’t currently have their Learners Licence to sit the test with Main Roads here at the College. All 

Year 12 and the students in Year 11 who do Marine and Aquatic Practices will be tested for their boat Licence 

and the remainder of Year 11 will also do their Boat Licence in Term 3. There has been a registered, reply-paid 

envelope sent home to all Year 12s and those Year 11s who are sitting these tests so that the ORIGINAL birth 

certificate can be returned to the College. These licences cannot be attained without the original document as 

well as up to date Medicare Cards. 

The senior leaders had a focus day at the end of last week where events of the term were discussed as well as 

areas of improvement. I again would like to congratulate these young men for being honest in their assessment 

of their leadership and for re-committing to their roles and acknowledging their strengths and weaknesses. They 

have made a commitment to focus on certain aspects of the school next term where they feel they can make a 

difference and I look forward to working with them next term to help achieve these goals. 

I wish everyone a happy and safe Easter and holiday and am eager to start next term. 

Lee Shannon 

Y E A R 1 1  &  1 2  C O O R D I N A T O R  

YEAR 11  &  12  COORDINATOR  

Pictured (left) Year 12 senior leaders at the 

leadership day at Forrest Beach last week and 

(right) Leroi Getawan and Llewelyn Gilbo  

visiting the HMAS Canberra at the Townsville 

Port. 
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An action packed fortnight has seen many games of sport played, along with 

students trialing for representative honours in a number of different sports. 

Last week, we had four boys travel to Townsville for AFL NQ Trials with two 

students - Buddie Baira and Nicholas Flowers - gaining selection to compete at the 

State Titles.  

On the Rugby League front, we had our firsts open team play a double header in Mackay as part of the Aaron 

Payne Cup. Our seconds open side travelled to Charters Towers for a carnival against other Catholic School 

teams from around the region. Our Abergowrie side made it to the final and unfortunately went down in a very 

exciting game. Year 11 student Ngitthi Johnson was named as player of the carnival - well done Ngitthi! 

The College has also played a number of matches against Gilroy Santa Maria College. All games have been played 

in great spirit and were tough fought out victories. 

Last week saw four students travel to Airlie Beach with the U16 AFL Crusaders team to compete at the 

Queensland Country Championships. These students were away for five days competing, well done to Mark 

Rosendale, Tate Thompson, Bradley Coleman and Jeremiah Warrkariny. 

Six of our Year 7 students have begun training with the Herbert River Rugby League team - these boys will 

compete at the North Queensland tittles later in the term. 

As Head of Sport, I would like to thank all the students and staff that have contributed to a very action packed 

and fun Term 1. I look forward to sharing some more sporting news in Term 2. 

Please enjoy all the photos taken recently at some of our sporting events. 

Brendon Napier 

SPORTS  COORD INATOR  

SPORTS  COORDINATOR  
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Firstly, I would like to acknowledge our elders past and present, the Warrgamay 

People – the Traditional Owners of the land for which the College stands, and 

thank our Lord God for his blessings. 

This first term for me has been an eye-opener, seeing firsthand the education of our 

future young men.  My first week was a bit like the way I play football; get the ball 

and run hard and straight, tackling some of the student issues here at the College. It has been a baptism of fire in 

itself, but one that has been a great foundation to begin.  

I was asked to be a guest speaker at the Formal Dinner held during the Term. I had the chance to give my 

message to our future men and speak of the connections we have with our culture, our land and each other.  

This was a great way for all of the school, especially the students, to get to know who I am and where I have 

been.   

This term, Mr Corboy, Fr Pius and myself travelled to Woorabinda, ‘where the kangaroo sits down’, and joined 

other schools for the ‘Get Ready for High School’ information sessions.  We did not expect the wonderful 

reception we received and left with a very positive feeling.  

Our next trip was to introduce the principals of St Teresa’s and Columba Catholic College to the community of 

Palm Island.  The trip was a great success with both the Deputy Principal of Columba and Mr. Corboy having a 

wonderful time meeting locals, cruising the island and seeing the beauty that is the great Palm Island.  Hosting an 

informal BBQ was the best setting to ‘have a yarn’ with our students, parents and families. 

As Term 1 finishes, I look towards the next term with great enthusiasm and look forward to visiting the Torres 

Strait Islands and a homecoming of sorts when we take a trip to the Wet Tropics! 

Aaron Thaiday-Jantzen  

COM MUNITY  E NG AG EMENT O FF I CER  

COMMUNITY  ENGAGEMENT OFF ICER  
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GOWRIE  HAPPEN INGS  

(Top left, clockwise) Jaydon Coles with Hon 

Bob Katter MP at the National School’s  

Constitutional Convention in Canberra |  

Abergowrie Dance Troup at Bishop Michael 

Putney’s Tomb Stone Blessing in Townsville. | 

Year 7 students looking smart in their formal 

uniforms for school photo day | Student  

Representative Council members with senior 

leaders | Retiring staff member Jeanette  

Kennedy with fellow colleagues. 


