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WELCOME TO 2017
F RO M T H E P R I N C I PA L
IMPORTANT
DATES
Fri 10th Feb
Inter-House
Swimming
Carniva
15th-18th Feb
Community
Consultation
Committee
Meeting
17th Feb
Bowen Nines
Carnival

Welcome to 2017 for our entire Gowrie community.
To all our returning families, I trust you have had a peaceful and fulfilling Christmas and New Year’s break. To our new families who have joined our community this year, a very warm welcome and thank you for entrusting your sons in
our care. Unlike other schools, we have responsibility for the social, emotional,
spiritual, academic and physical needs of your son – 24 hours a day, seven days
a week – for the majority of the year. A sacred task, our staff take this responsibility very seriously and I am proud of the enthusiasm, passion and professionalism they will bring to this year. This will be a big year for the college with a
dramatic increase in numbers with waiting lists for most year levels, new buildings and renovations, new programs and opportunities for our students and an

injection of new and talented staff.

F RO M T H E P R I N C I PA L
Welcome!
We welcome the following staff who have joined us this year:
Teaching Staff
Ms Amy Ring
Ms Kerryn Dunn
Ms Vicki Knight
Ms Kirsty Atkinson

Mr James Cameron
Mr Damon Kaurila
Ms Charlotte Johnston

Boarding Staff
Mr Fred Ogoti
Mr Chris Devon
Mrs Roslyn Ganambarr Mr Kevin David-Connelly

Mr Nazzim Khan
Mr Paul Donovan
Mr Matthew Rice

Mr Tony Dhurrkay

Support Staff
Mrs Anna Rossington
Mr Micheal Connelly
We also welcome many new families:
Henley’s, Dhurrkay’s, Age’s, Smith’s, Waia’s, Tanner-Marrott’s, Johnson’s, Wilson’a, Williams’, Graham’s,
Karkadoo’s, Schafer’s, Chong’s, Foote’s Barney’s, Durrurrunga’s, Grannigan’as, Nona’s, Kiwat’s, Aplin’s,
Dhamarrandji’s, Passi’s, Walden’s, Foster’s, Kearns’s, Canendo’s, Mene’s, Babia’s, Kombati’s, O’Burnss,
Watt’s, Sailor-Horsea’s, Pungana’s, Togo’s, Bowen’s, Passi’s, Toby’s, Garrawurra’s, Guywa’s, Thorne’s.
Improvements
As mentioned, over the holiday period we saw significant amounts of work on site. Projects included:
Refurbishment of the Year 7 Class rooms
New furniture for Year 7-10n classrooms
New Agricultural Shed built
Renovation of the library
New Demountable classrooms for Music, Drama and Learning Support
New 4 single ensuited room accommodation demountable placed next to the Greenhouse to increase
our family and visitor accommodation capacity.
Renovation of four bathrooms located in Putney Residence.
Prayers
I would like for our entire community to join the boys and staff in praying for Mr Allen Wood. Allen was the
Deputy Principal for a number of years, as well as the husband of Colleen who works in our Finance Office
and who is known to most of you. Allen received a kidney transplant a week ago, is currently in Brisbane and
his situation still remains precarious at the moment. I would also ask to pray for Mr Toby the father of Izaak
(Year 12, 2016) and Dane currently in Year 7. Mr Toby underwent open heart surgery this week.
News
This week a letter went out to all families from Dr Cathy Day (Executive Director of Townsville Catholic
education office) and Fr Mick Lowcock (Our Townsville Diocese Administrator) involving an ex Principal
from 40 years ago. If you did not receive the letter you are welcome to contact the College.
In finishing, the year has started very well and I look forward to an exciting 2017.
Blessings and peace for the coming weeks.
Rob Corboy
Principal
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NEW STAFF 2017

WELCOMING NEW FAMILIES
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COLLEGE LEADERS — 2017

2017 Leaders

Isaiah Walden
COLLEGE CAPTAIN

Jaiden Baldwin
VICE CAPTAIN
(Day School)

Kayle Bowen-Cobus
RYAN CAPTAIN

Kaia Songoa
VICE CAPTAIN
(Boarding)

Ethan Deemal
MCGUIRE CAPTAIN

Kaid Townson
DOYLE CAPTAIN

Tayarne Neal
SRC

Jeremiah Bowen
DORAN CAPTAIN
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D E P U T Y P R I N C I PA L C U R R I C U L U M
Welcome to the 2017 academic year. It has been wonderful to see familiar
faces returning and exciting to meet new ones. A very big welcome to our
new students and their families. It is great to see the Year seven and eight
students settling into College life and engaging in learning activities. We are
very fortunate to have a dedicated team of teachers who are making sure
that our students are adjusting to Secondary school. There have been
many structural changes and new initiatives put in place during the last part
of 2016 and now it is time to let our students experience some exciting
new endeavours.
We have expanded our curriculum in Year 10 to include a Certificate II in
Skills for Work and Vocational Pathways, we will also provide
opportunities for our students to compete in a range of extra-curricular
activities, including debating. The continuation of the Ranger Program and
Primary Health will only go from strength to strength this year with the
support of our Registered Training Organisations and innovative training
ideas. The College is committed to linking students with industry and has
forged strong partnerships with TAIHS, AUSCO, Qld Parks and Wildlife
Services, Toomby’s Horsemanship and the ADF.
Our teaching and learning team is very committed to providing a great
Gowrie learning environment. With our new staff members now on board
we are progressing into what promises to be a very exciting and
productive year.

Angus Galletly
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL —CURRICUL UM
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A S S I S TA N T P R I N C I PA L — R E L I G I O U S E D U C AT I O N
Welcome to the school year of 2017!
A very warm welcome to our new families,
new boys, and new staff and welcome back to
our existing families, students, and staff.
I trust you had a wonderful, blessed Christmas
and New Year.

It has been a very busy start to the year as you might expect, but, at this early
stage, the boys seem to have settled quite well. They look particularly smart in
their uniforms. The next few weeks will be quite hectic. The energy and enthusiasm in the school is
infectious and I am excited about the year ahead. The Year 7’s had a camp at the Dairy, and had that
energy already!
The response to prayer and Mass has been wonderful, it is so important to have that quite time and
space for prayer. Christian Meditation also gives space for that quiet prayer time with God. RE lessons and Home Room time will give an opportunity to have the quiet time.
Our Senior Induction Mass will be on Tuesday February 7th at 9am. Father Damian will once again
preside over our Mass and assist us with the blessing of our College leaders. We wish the students
and their families every blessing for the year ahead in their special roles. We will also pray for God’s
blessing on our school year.
As we start the New Year, looking both backwards and forwards, we can think of the new year as a
gate - an opening - to what we choose to do in the future. The darkness of past mistakes will give way
to the light and of new opportunities. In the dark days of World War II, with the whole of England
“blacked out” at night to deter enemy bombing, King George VI gave a glimmer of hope to his people
as he spoke these words: ‘I said to the man who stood at the gate of the Year: “Give me a light that I
may tread safely into the unknown.” And he replied: “Go out into the darkness and put your hand
into the hand of God. That shall be to you better than light, and safer than a known way. May that
almighty hand guide and uphold us all.” We ask that our Patrons, St Teresa and blessed Edmund Rice
help lead and guide us to that light.
“Gracious God,
You have blessed this ancient land with many gifts, especially its people.
We thank you for this year, a time to start afresh from Christ.
You invite us to contemplate the face of Jesus your Son,
That we may experience a new wave of grace,
And that the light of Christ may burn brightly in our lives.
May this burning light shine in us and through us,
May our boys in Your care experience your love.
May we be a light to each other and share joy with those around us.
Attune our hearts and minds to the presence of your Holy Spirit,
That our Church may be transformed, our relationships be healed,
And our nation grow in compassion and justice.
With the intercession of St Teresa and blessed Edmund Rice, our patrons,
Who showed us new ways of living the Gospel,
We make our prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen.”

Diana Brodowska
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL —RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
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Yr 10 SCIENCE

NIGHT STUDY
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A S S I S TA N T P R I N C I PA L — R E S I D E N T I A L
Dear Parents/Carers and families,
It's always wonderful to see the way the boys greet each other when they
return from holidays. What is equally important is the way in which the
boys welcome newcomers to the Gowrie Family. And as usual, our Year
7's are full of energy as they both discover and adjust to life at St. Teresa's
College. We welcome all the boys back from holidays and hope that those
who are new will find a place for themselves in the Gowrie Family.
I would like to welcome our new residential staff. The Year 11 Coordinator is Mr
Chris Devon. Chris worked as a chaplain at Good Shepherd College in Townsville
before coming to us at Abergowrie. He has had good experience of working with
young people and has come full of energy. He would need to - Chris has 47 Year 11
boys to look after! We also welcome Kevin Connelly. Kevin is a young man who hails
from Cloncurry. He is new to the task and is learning very quickly and tells me that
he is enjoying his work as a Residential Supervisor very much. Fred Ogoti recently
married Grace Mberu who is teaching at St. Teresa's. Fred and Grace married during
the holidays in their homeland of Kenya. Fred is Assistant Coordinator of Year 10.
On Thursday we will welcome both Tony and Roslyn from Elcho Island in NT. Both
will work as Residential Supervisors and both Tony and Roslyn have experience of
working in a boarding school.

Our Coordinators and Assistant Coordinators for 2017 are:
Year 12 Putney Dormitory Coordinator: Mr Daniel David.
Year 12 Assistant Coordinators are: Mr Grahame McLeish and Mr Dominic Stower.

Year 11 Benjamin Coordinator: Mr Chris Devon
Year 11 Assistant: Mr Dominic Stower

Year 10 Rice Coordinator: Mr Ben Turagabeci.
Year 10 Assistant: Mr Fred Ogoti

Year 9 Ryan Coordinator: Mr Moa Newman.
Year 9 Assistant: Mr Anthony Romario
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A S S I S TA N T P R I N C I PA L — R E S I D E N T I A L
Year 8/9 Doran Coordinator: Mr Ryan Sheahan.

Year 8/9 Doran Assistant: Mr Sage Wachter.

Year 8 Doyle Coordinator: Mr Neil Sabatino.
Year 8 Doyle Assistant: Mr Peter Corboy.

Year 7 McGuire Coordinator: Mr Zenard DeYana.
Year 7 McGuire Assistant: Mr Wayne Elwell.

Should you have any concerns about your son/s, or simply to enquire as to how he is getting
on, do not hesitate to call. Our phone number at the Residential Office is 4780 8356 after
hours (from 3pm onwards).
Last week we held our Year 7 Camp down at the Dairy. Boys made new friends, did lots of fun
activities together, went fishing and swimming, had BBQ's and movies at night and ate plenty of
food. It was a great few days and I thank Mr DeYana and Mr Elwell for all the organization and
effort into making it happen. It was also good to see some of the teachers come down and
spend time with the boys. I would like to thank in particular Mr Michael Ryan who welcomed
us on country. Michael also spoke to the boys about respecting the land and appreciating the
natural beauty of the area.
I am pleased to say that the boys have settled in remarkably well. There have been a few bouts
of homesickness and that is both understandable and healthy. Once again, please feel welcome
to call and to visit. Remember, we have our Greenhouse accommodation which is there for
families. If you would like to come and stay, just phone us to book a room (free of charge).
It is an exciting year we have ahead of us. Let us pray together that the journey your boys
undertake will be an enriching and rewarding experience in every way.
God bless.
Fr Pius
Fr Pius Jones

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL—RESIDENTIAL
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Yr 7 CAMP
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HEAD OF STUDENTS
We welcome our many new students to St Teresa’s College, Abergowrie. It
is wonderful to see so many happy students join our school. For some, it has
been a long wait while watching their siblings attend Abergowrie in previous
years; and now they are finally here! We also welcome back all existing St
Teresa’s students to what has been a busy start to the year.
As your child is leaving home, perhaps even for the first time, we have put in
place here some key strategies to ensure their transition into “Gowrie” life is
as smooth and pain free as possible. By now, every student should have met
their Pastoral co-ordinator who is the first point of call in all pastoral
matters. The Pastoral Coordinators provide leadership and direction to each
Year group, overseeing the organisation of particular events. They work closely
with each of the Pastoral Care teachers in their team and often manage complex or
sensitive student issues.
At St Teresa’s, we believe in High-Expecations Realtionships. A High-Expectations
Relationship is an authentic two-way relationship that is both supportive and
challenging. High-Expectations Relationships begin by honouring the humanity of
others. In a High-Expectations Relationship, each individual’s strengths and capacity
are acknowledged and spaces of equal power are created. Cultural, intercultural
and conversations processes allow respectful, open dialogue in a safe and trusting
environment. In this way, challenging conversations and collective sense making
allow groups to co-create solutions and pathways to change.
By ensuring these High-Expectations Relationships are developed and nurtured, we
are providing our students the best opportunity for success.
If you have particular concerns about how your child is settling in, please do not
hesitate to either email me, or give me a call. I look forward to a very successful
and rewarding 2017 here at St Teresa’s.

Shawn Hague
HEAD OF STUDENTS
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Dear Gowrie Family,
Year 7 and 8
A warm welcome back to all our continuing year 8 students, I hope you enjoyed your time
with family and friends during the summer break. We have also had some new boys join us
in year 8, they are fitting in well and making new friends. I would also like to welcome the
year 7 students and their families into our Gowrie family. We are lucky to have a bright
and enthusiastic group of boys joining us this year. So far, they have been very adaptable
and patient. Due to construction work, the boys have been having their lessons in a
temporary classroom and they have embraced this challenge in a positive manner. They
then transitioned very comfortably into the newly refurbished classrooms. Well done boys!
We still have a few of our Year 7’s to arrive and I look forward to meeting them and their
families over the coming days.
Most of our year 8 boys are back and it is lovely to see their smiling faces and listen to the
adventures they had over the summer holidays. They have settled back into their routine
with maturity and I am pleased to say they are being fine role models for our year 7 boys. It never ceases
to amaze me how a break of 7 weeks can make such a difference to our boys, the year 8’s have come
back taller and broader! They are keen to learn and are putting in a great effort in the classroom. Keep
up the good work boys.
I look forward to the year ahead and invite families to contact me, at any time, to talk about how I and
the team of year 7 and 8 teachers may best support your son.

Samira Innes
Yr 7/8 Coordinator

FROM THE LIBRARY

We hope you have enjoyed some special holiday reading time and are ready to
read more new and exciting novels in 2017.
Welcome to the new look College Library, over the Christmas holidays the
renovations to the College Library were completed. In the coming weeks we will
have new colorful furniture and the large flat screen television will display the
wonderful things the boys are involved in. There will be some photos of our new
look library in the next newsletter.
New teaching staff are being introduced to our Destiny Library Management
System, some staff are choosing to download the Follett Destiny app onto their
iPhones so that they can loan and return resources independently.
Reading remains an integral part of College life where the boys will continue to
read for pleasure in the library during their English lessons and in their dorms
before afternoon study commences. The reading culture fostered within the
College will continue to evolve through additional reading programs.
Happy reading from Mary and Helen!
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INDUCTION MASS 2017
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