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Dear Parents/Carers and families,

in which the boys welcome newcomers to the Gowrie Family. And as usual, our Year 7's are full of energy as they both discover
and adjust to life at St. Teresa's College. We welcome all the boys back from holidays and hope that those who are new will find a
place for themselves in the Gowrie Family.
I would like to welcome our new residential staff. The Year 11 Coordinator is Mr Chris Devon. Chris worked as a chaplain at Good
Shepherd College in Townsville before coming to us at Abergowrie. He has had good experience of working with young people and
has come full of energy. He would need to - Chris has 47 Year 11 boys to look after! We also welcome Kevin Connelly. Kevin is a
young man who hails from Cloncurry. He is new to the task and is learning very quickly and tells me that he is enjoying his work as
a Residential Supervisor very much. Fred Ogoti recently married Grace Mberu who is teaching at St. Teresa's. Fred and Grace
married during the holidays in their homeland of Kenya. Fred is Assistant Coordinator of Year 10. On Thursday we will welcome
both Tony and Roslyn from Elcho Island in NT. Both will work as Residential Supervisors and both Tony and Roslyn have
experience of working in a boarding school.
Our Coordinators and Assistant Coordinators for 2017 are:
Year 12 Putney Dormitory Coordinator: Mr Daniel David.
Year 12 Assistant Coordinators are: Mr Grahame McLeish and Mr Dominic Stower.
Year 11 Benjamin Coordinator: Mr Chris Devon
Year 11 Assistant: Mr Dominic Stower
Year 10 Rice Coordinator: Mr Ben Turagabeci.
Year 10 Assistant: Mr Fred Ogoti
Year 9 Ryan Coordinator: Mr Moa Newman.
Year 9 Assistant: Mr Anthony Romario
Year 8/9 Doran Coordinator: Mr Ryan Sheahan.
Year 8/9 Doran Assistant: Mr Sage Wachter.
Year 8 Doyle Coordinator: Mr Neil Sabatino.
Year 8 Doyle Assistant: Mr Peter Corboy.
Year 7 McGuire Coordinator: Mr Zenard DeYana.
Year 7 McGuire Assistant: Mr Wayne Elwell.
Should you have any concerns about your son/s, or simply to enquire as to how he is getting on, do not hesitate to call. Our
phone number at the Residential Office is 4780 8356 after hours (from 3pm onwards).
Last week we held our Year 7 Camp down at the Dairy. Boys made new friends, did lots of fun activities together, went fishing
and swimming, had bbq's and movies at night and ate plenty of food. It was a great few days and I thank Mr DeYana and Mr
Elwell for all the organization and effort into making it happen. It was also good to see some of the teachers come down and
spend time with the boys. I would like to thank in particular Mr Michael Ryan who welcomed us on country. Michael also spoke
to the boys about respecting the land and appreciating the natural beauty of the area.
I am pleased to say that the boys have settled in remarkably well. There have been a few bouts of homesickness and that is
both understandable and healthy. Once again, please feel welcome to call and to visit. Remember, we have our Greenhouse
accommodation which is there for families. If you would like to come and stay, just phone us to book a room (free of charge).
It is an exciting year we have ahead of us. Let us pray together that the journey your boys undertake will be an enriching and
rewarding experience in every way.
God bless.
Fr Pius
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Throughout the holidays a great deal of work was done on the Dining Hall and kitchen facilities. Catercare kindly worked on reorganizing the food servery section of the Dining Hall,
adding a new Salad Bar servery, and a new flow system through the servery area.
The whole Dining Hall was rendered and painted to give it a fresh look. Finally, the framed
jerseys are back up. Table cloths have been ordered so that for lunch and dinner each table
will have a cloth on it.
We are planning a display at the end of the Dining Hall when time permits.

New cordial dispensers have been ordered and some further final touches have to be done.
We very much appreciate what Catercare have done to make this a more pleasant eating
environment for the boys.
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At the start of the second week of term, our Year 7 boys went down to the Dairy for
a camp. Many of you will have seen the photos put on Facebook. The Camp is a good
opportunity for the boys to get to know each other a little better whilst involving
themselves in a variety of over the three days boys went swimming, both locally and
at Five Mile, a beautiful swimming hole. The boys caught fish in the Creek and
watched DVDs at night.
Whilst enjoying some fun activities this time was also an opportunity for an orientation experience, learning more about the life of the College and some important aspects of living in a community.
During the camp the Year 12's came down to spend time with the boys. Year 7 and
Year 12 were paired as buddies and throughout the year we are going to try and
strengthen the bond between them but doing a variety of activities together. The Year
12 boys were really good with their little brothers.
Staff came and went and did a great job spending time with the boys doing activities.
Special thanks must go to Mr Zenard DeYana, their Coordinator, and Mr Wayne Elwell,
Assistant Coordinator for spending so much time preparing for the camp and staying
with the boys throughout the camp.
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A very special day was celebrated recently: the Year 12 Induction as Senior Leaders
and Captains. The day started with Mass in the St. Teresa's College chapel.Our Parish
Priest, Fr Damian McGrath celebrated the Mass and was assisted by Fr Pius. In his
homily Fr Damian related the College motto to real life and grounded the motto in the
present. It was a most inspiring homily. It was a most impressive sight to see the
boys standing together and reciting their year 12 pledge. We have already seen quite
a few signs that they are living up to their pledge, especially in their support of the
younger boys.
At the end of the Mass the boys were called forward to receive their badges, captains
and seniors. After the Mass, the captains joined staff and visitors for Morning Tea.
We wish our Year 12’s well.
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Last Friday we held our annual Swimming Carnival. The four Houses: Ryan, McGuire,
Doyle and Doran competed against each other. It's great having the carnival at the
start of the year as it creates a healthy spirit amongst the four houses. Our captains
did a wonderful job getting the boys involved with cheering, entering boys into the
various races and working on House enthusiam and spirit.
It was noted that the majority of boys raced and all in good fun, with a competetive
edge. The boys had great fun with events like the chariot race and other carnival
events.

Thanks to all those who helped out on the day, the Captains, the staff and most especially Mr Nazzim Khan, who did an outstanding job in making sure that it all ran
smoothly. Congratulations to those boys who won events and a special word of mention to those boys who are not great swimmers and were prepared to just give it a
go to help their Houses gain some points.
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