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F R O M T H E H E A D O F B OA R D I N G
Our first term is well and truly underway
with old faces and new, both in boys and
staff. Returning after the long Christmas
holidays can be quite challenging for some
however the boys are settling in reasonably
well, making new friends and meeting relatives, getting used to boarding life and settling back into classes.

DATES TO
REMEMBER:

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome new staff members:
Ms. Catherine Kris from Moa Island is our new Year 7 Coordinator.

Tues 27th Mar— Mr. Toru Weka and his wife, Mrs. Lausi Weka have both joined our
Students
travel residential staff recently.
home
Fri 30th Apr—
Good Friday
Mon 16th Apr—
Students travel to
College

Mr. Serge Goffinet is
our new relief Overnight Supervisor.

Mr. Bana Sailor has
joined us this year. Bana is from the Torres
Strait.

Mr. Rob King was with us for a few weeks.
We are very fortunate to have two Gap Students with us; Zian Strydom and Faeeq Gamiet.
Both South African and bring a dynamism with
them. Zian and Faeeq are with us for the year
and we hope they experience as they work with
the boys and learn something about Australia.
Our Coordinators Head of Houses for this year
are:
Year 12: Mr. Daniel David is assisted by Mr.
McLeish and Mr De Yana
Year 11: Mr. Ben Turagabeci who is assisted by Mr. Wachter and Mr. Williams
Year 10 (New Doyle Dorm): Mr Chris Devon assisted by Mr. Ogoti and Mr. Sailor
Year 9: Mr. Moa Newman continues as
Year 9 Coordinator and assisted by Mr.
Toru Weka and Mrs. Lausi Weka.
Year 8: Mr. Neil Sabatino and is assisted
by Mr. Connelly, Mr. Sandow and Mr. Sheahan.
Year 7: Ms. Catherine Kris and is assisted
by Mr. Wayne Elwell and Mr. Nathan Garawurra
Please feel free to phone the Coordinators
or Head of House just to have a chat
about how your son is getting along or
about any other concerns you may have. It’s very important
to let us know of any issues such as Sorry Business, so that
we may be able to help the boys through those tough times.
To the families and carer’s of the new boys who have just
begun with us this year: welcome to the Gowrie Family. You
are always welcome to visit and we have accommodation (The
Greenhouse), just give us a call and we will book you in.

If there is any other information we can help you with, we
are only a phone all away. Don’t worry if you cannot get
through the first time (phones are in high demand in our
place), try again or leave a message and we will get back to
you. I hope that it will be a great year for your boys, and for
you. We thank you for giving us the opportunity to care for
your sons. We know how precious they are to you. We do our
best to keep the boys safe, happy and engaged.
With every best wish
Fr Pius, SM
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At St. Teresa's we are always looking for new ways to keep the boys engaged in a variety of activities.
Sometimes this can be quite challenging given that we need staff to run the normal boarding operation.
However, with the advice of the Community Consultation Committee in mind, we came up with this new
activity in 2018.
The start of this year saw the introduction of 'Day Camping' an innovative idea planned in consultation
with Mr Chris Devon, the Year 10 Head of House is a person who loves nature and knows the Herbert
River Valley very well, having grown up in the area.
Chris has started to take an enthusiastic group of Year 10 boys out camping for the day. This involves
finding a suitable location to set up camp, learning something about the area, its flora and fauna, and
then cooking a meal and sitting around the camp fire yarning.
At the end of the day, when the boys and Mr Devon are ready, that pack up camp and return to the
school.
We live in this beautiful valley and to be able to explore our environment is a most suitable way for boys
to spend the day.
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A warm greeting to all the families of our Year 7 boys. I would like to introduce myself. My name is Catherine Kris and I am
the Coordinator for Year 7 McGuire dorm. This is my first year at St Teresa’s College and am looking forward to the challenge of working with the boys. It’s been a good start to the year and the boys are settling in well. For some, it has been
something very new to settle into living with so many other boys. We have had a little homesickness but overall nothing too
serious.
Recently we had our Orientation Camp down at the Diary, which is a campsite owned by the College. The boys engaged in
a variety of activities all of which were aimed at building a bond within the group. Mr. Wayne Elwell and Mr. Damien Logan
worked very hard and stayed overnight with the boys and spent most of the day time with them as well. Some of the teachers came down to spend time with the boys and engaged them in a variety of activities.
I am supported by a great team of staff: Mr. Wayne Elwell, who has worked at the for many years and in recent years has
worked with Year 7 and Mr. Nathan Garawurra, an Old Boy of the College himself. We are looking forward to a great year
with our Year 7’ and look forward to helping them adjust to their boarding environment and assist them as they continue in
their development: spiritually, socially, physically and academically.

If ever you have any concerns or would like to chat about your sons, please do not hesitate to give me a call. If you cannot
get me at the time, leave a message and I will call you back.
Best wishes
Ms. Catherine Kris
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For quite some time now we have been talking about the new dormitory accommodation being built. At the
end of last year the New Doyle Dorm was completed. This dorm accommodates 50 boys. Almost all bed
spaces have been allocated. The dorm is modern, practical and beautiful with very modern bathrooms allowing for greater privacy and better living facilities. Included in the Dorm is a recreation area, an office, 2
computer rooms, a visitors lounge and 2 kitchens. The photos will show you how fortunate we are in having this facility.
Mr. Chris Devon has been appointed Head of House and is assisted by Mr. Bana Sailor and Mr. Fred Ogoti.

Soon parents will be able to phone directly to the dorm rather than going through the Res Office. Once we
have the extension number we will advise families.
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2018 saw the introduction of the new Night Study Extension Program. This program was trialled with Year 7 last year and because
of its success we decided to introduce it more broadly.
The new program offers the boys a wide range of options to choose from:

• Horsemanship
• Art
• Maths tutoring
• Sport
• Youth Group
• Barista
• Quiet Study
• Robotics
• Cooking
• Computing.
• Woodwork
This is not an exhaustive list and the options may change as time goes on.
Our program depends on the skills that our staff have and are willing to share.
We are working on a life skills program at the moment.
The start of the new Night Study Program has been a little messy in that there was a lot of assigning of staff and the boys getting
used to the new program.
It is so good to see so many boys engaged in the program and actually enjoying this time to develop their skills, especially given that
the Australian Curriculum cannot cater for quite a number of the options.
Please talk to your boys about whether they have been engaged in any extension activity and encourage them to engage in the second term.
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AFL Queensland have been running a Diversity Talent Program. On the 10th of February an AFL u15’s
Diversity Trail took place in Townsville to select a QLD Indigenous and Multi—Cultural team. James
Cameron, one of our teachers and a keen AFL man took a talented group of boys down for the trial. The
following boys from St Teresa’s College were selected:
Nasonah Ase
Arnold (AJ) Lalara
Matt Shortjoe
Simon Guywa
Sammy Atu
The above students played for the Townsville Eagles in the NQ ALF 2018 Championships held at Airlie
Beach. It was the first time for some of these boys to representative football but they got out there and
gave it there best helping their team win a game.
Callum Campion—Bohme was selected for the Senior Rep Team who played before the Geelong and
Gold Coast game.
Our thanks to James and Nathan and our congratulations to the boys involved.
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The College hosted St Patrick’s College for the first social of the year; with the approximately 110 girls attend and 100+ College boys this was definitely the biggest

ever social to date. The theme was the 80s and there were some wonderful costumes on display. Trent Baldwin (SRC President) and some of our Year 12s set up
the sound system the evening before and made sure the music playlist was full
which did not disappoint on the night. It was a great event that our boys thoroughly
enjoyed.
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