
Macdonald attacks Katter
BY DEREK BARRY

NP SENATOR Ian Macdon-
ald has called out Bob Katter
following comments in the
North West Star suggesting
Free Trade Agreements
had ‘proved disastrous’ for
the country.

Senator Macdonald said
the FederalMember for Ken-
nedy has proven how out of
touch he was

“In a recent article in the
North West Star, the Mem-
ber for Kennedy, states that
free trade deals have proved
disastrous for Australia, and
that as a nation, we’ve come
off second best as a result
of them,” Senator Macdon-
ald said.

“This is despite the fact
that the federal electorate of
Kennedy is one of the coun-
try’s leading exporters of

beef, sugar and horticulture,
just a few of the commodities
that are driving the success

of some of our most prosper-
ous free trade agreements.”

Senator Macdonald said
the fact that the member
for Kennedy is even talking
about a Free Trade Agree-
ment with the UK shows
how completely out of touch
he is with what is going on
around him.

“The Federal Government
has clearly indicated that a
Free Trade Agreement with
the UK is not likely to be con-
cluded for some time. The
immediate priority is secur-
ing a Free Trade Agreement
with the EU.”

Mr Katter had earlier
said free trade agreements
ceded sovereignty and had
left Australia as the weakest
trading nation on earth.

“Free trade deals have
proved disastrous for
Australia. Every single report
that’s come out indicates
Australia comes off second
best,” Mr Katter said.

“Our leaders are so mind
numbingly stupid they ac-
tually think that a free trade
deal wins them votes in
Australia.WhenPrimeMinis-
ter Abbott signed a free trade
deal with China, hewas gone

within five or six weeks.”
Mr Katter said Australia

needed to cease being an
economic colony.

“I think the UK offers
splendid opportunities for
our beef our sugar and to a
lesser extent our dairy prod-
ucts,” he said.

Senator Macdonald said
Australia already has a very
strong trading partnership
with the UK.
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