
Plea from forum to depoliticise agriculture
DEPOLITICISING the agri-
cultural landscape was seen
as one of the keys to allowing
primary producers and their
communities to achieve
their full potential and be
valuable contributors to the
Australian economy, when
the Grow Queensland forum
took questions from the floor
at Blackall.

Speakers such as local
grazier Ian Macdonald de-
scribed himself and fellow
producers as subject to
‘ignorant agenda-setting”
and asked if the business of
grazing could remain viable
if this continued.

It was a topic close to the
heart of Rabobank state
manager Brad James, who

said it would never go away
and graziers would have to
be prepared for flip-flopping.

“The change will come
from agriculture itself and
seeing our value,” he said.
“But we’ve got to look to our
strengths. We are not effi-
cient in the global scene as
soon as we apply labour to
what we do.”

He argued against subsi-
disation, saying that it was
impossible to subsidise one’s
way to viability, and said that
rather than succumbing to
the idea that the brand of
grazing and farming brand
has been damaged beyond
repair by images of drought
and animal welfare, Mr
James said it was a case of

links being broken andneed-
ing repair.

“People in the country
think the city doesn’t like
them but that’s not so, they
just don’t understand them,”

he said.
He pointed to the Farm

Experience (FX) Program,
developed by Rabobank
to give city teenagers the

opportunity to spend a
week on-farm, living with a
farming family and learning
about life on the land and
food production.

Backing that up, Elders
manager Daven Vohland
and QRAA’s John Rossberg
highlighted schemes and
programs available.

– SALLY CRIPPS
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